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Abstract: This article presents selected results of studies on reading habit and book culture in
different countries around the world, highlights the interesting results with statistics drawn from
these studies on reading habit from countries like USA, UK, Japan, India, Malaysia and Nigeria.
It also lists and analyses the reasons for decline in reading habit like onslaught of electronic
media, illiteracy, poverty and points out despite increase in leisure time and income as well as
considerable increase in expenditure on other forms of entertainment, there is no
commensurating increase in expenditure on reading materials. The article stresses the need for

building book culture/ clubs and reading habit as a strong culture in the society.
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