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ABSTRACT
Open Access (OA) is a widely debated issue in the scientific community as well as in the publishing industry. Although people in all walks of life are greatly benefitted by the OA philosophy, libraries and information centres have been the prime beneficiaries of the new model of information access and delivery. The main objective of the OA ventures is to make the recorded scholarly output freely available to all readers over the Internet. The paper is a case study of E-LIS repository which provides open access LIS literature worldwide. The study found that India is the highest contributor to the repository among all the 42 Asian countries with 658 submissions followed by Turkey and China. M. S. Sridhar, former librarian of ISRO Satellite Centre, Bangalore found to be the highest individual contributors to E-LIS from India with 106 (234%) papers.  
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INTRODUCTION

Open Access is based on the principle to promote universal free access to scientific publications on the web. It is an alternative to the subscription based model, made possible by the new digital technologies and networked communications. Open Access refers only to works that are created with an exception of direct monetary return and made available at no cost to the reader on the public internet for purpose of education and research. It should permit users to read, download, copy, distribute, print, search or link to the full texts of works, crawl  them for indexing, pass them as data to software, or use them for any other lawful purpose without financial, legal or technical barriers other than those inseparable from gaining access to the internet itself (Pinfield, 2009, p.10). Open Access facilitates the availability and distribution of scholarly communication freely, as a means and effort to solve the problem of inaccessibility, primarily due to financial constraints, particularly in the developing countries (Ghosh; 2007; p.3). The history of Open Access idea dates back to 1995 when Steven Harnard, professor in Psychology at the University of Southampton, UK, launched his “subversive proposal” (Harnad, 1995), a movement for freeing the referred research literature by author self-archiving. 
E-prints for Library and Information System (E-LIS) is an international Open Access Archive for e-prints related to librarianship, information science and technology and related disciplines. The purpose of E-LIS Archive is to make full text LIS documents visible, accessible, harvestable, searchable and usable by any potential users with access to internet (www.open access.net). 

OPEN ACCESS

The Concept of Open Access is continuously evolving and therefore, it has acquired a variety of definitions. However, the definition proposed by Budapest Open Access Initiative (BOAI) in December 2001 is the most comprehensive and functional. It defines OA as, “Free availability on the public internet, permitting any users to read, download, copy, distribute, print, search, or the full text of these articles, crawl them for indexing, pass them as data to software, or use them for any other lawful purpose, without financial, legal or technical barriers other than those inseparable from gaining access to the internet itself. Authors control over the integrity of their work and the right to be properly acknowledged and cited. The literature that should be freely accessible online is that which scholars give to the world without expectation of payment.” (Charles W.Bailley, Jr). Peter Suber characterizes OA as a model which removes price barriers and permission barriers and making the scientific literature to everyone with minimum use restrictions. 

SELF ARCHIVING

“Self-archive is to deposit a digital document in a publicly accessible website, preferably an OAI compliant e-print archive by the authors themselves. Depositing involves a simple web interface where the depositors copy/paste the metadata and then attaches the full-text documents. Software is also being developed to allow documents to be self-archived in bulk rather than just one by one. As such, Self-archiving make the authors work accessible to those without subscriptions or improve the preservation of digital content (Dellavalle.2008, p.1086-1088).

E-PRINTS FOR LIBRARY & INFORMATION SYSTEM (E-LIS)

Established in 2003, E-LIS is an international, Open Access Archive related to Librarianship, Information Science and Technology, and related disciplines, in keeping with the objectives of the e-prints movement. Today, E-LIS is the biggest repository in LIS and after two years of its inception it contained over 12191 papers. The E-LIS model is based on community standards which provide the mechanism for enforcement of proper attribution and responsible use of published works in line with the two above movements. On the technical level, it is based on the Open Archive Initiative (OAI) and shares its standards and Protocols. E-LIS is the first international e-server in this area and is part of Research in Computing Library and Information Science project (Medeiros, 2004). Its aim is to further the Open Access philosophy by making full text LIS documents visible, accessible, harvestable, searchable, and usable by any potential user with access to the Internet.



DATA ANALYSIS AND DISCUSSION

The present study is a citation analysis of the papers in LIS submitted to the E-LIS repository by Asian countries with specific reference to India. The Asian countries (42) have submitted a total of 1615 papers.
	Sl No.
	Country Name
	Submissions

	1
	India
	658

	2
	Turkey
	417

	3
	China
	121

	4
	Iran
	115

	5
	Indonesia
	103

	6
	Cyprus
	30

	7
	Pakistan
	29

	8
	Malaysia
	21

	9
	Philippines
	20

	10
	Srilanka
	18

	11
	Taiwan
	15

	12
	Thailand
	12

	13
	Lebanon
	11

	14
	Bangladesh
	10

	15
	Russian Fed.
	9

	16
	Japan
	7

	17
	Kuwait
	5

	18
	Nepal
	5

	19
	Israel
	4

	20
	Vietnam
	3

	21
	Korea
	1

	22
	Singapore
	1

	23
	Azerbaijan
	0

	24
	Armenia
	0

	25
	Baharin
	0

	26
	Bhutan
	0

	27
	Brunel
	0

	28
	Cambodia
	0

	29
	Georgia
	0

	30
	Iraq
	0

	31
	Kazakhstan
	0

	32
	Laos
	0

	33
	Maldives
	0

	34
	Mongolia
	0

	35
	Myanmar
	0

	36
	Oman
	0

	37
	Qatar
	0

	38
	Syrian
	0

	39
	Tajikistan
	0

	40
	Timorteste
	0

	41
	Uzbekistan
	0

	42
	Yemen
	0

	
	TOTAL
	1615














































Table-1:  Country wise submissions of papers to E-LIS
The above table depicts country wise submission of papers to E-LIS repository. Out of 42 countries in Asia, 22 countries have contributed atleast one document. Among the major contributors, India has 658 submissions which is the highest among all of the Asian countries. Next to India, Turkey is in the second position with 417 submissions followed by china (121), Iran (115) and Indonesia (103). All other countries have very meager submissions. 



Fig-1: Country wise submissions to E-LIS from Asia

Major contributors (Authors) to E-LIS from India 
India has been advocating for Open Access during past few years and therefore, the number of contributions to Open Archives is gradually increasing. The Table-4 contains data relating to the top ten major contributors (authors) to E-LIS from India.

	Name of the Author
	No. of Submission
	% of whole contribution from India

	Sridhar, M.S
	106
	23%

	Raman Nair, R
	99
	21%

	Kalayne VL
	74
	17%

	Kademani, B.S
	36
	8%

	Vijay Kumar
	32
	7%

	Vijaya Kumar, J.K
	31
	6%

	Das Anup Kumar
	26
	5%

	Prakasan, E.R
	26
	5%

	Salokhe, Gauri
	20
	4%

	Sen, B.K
	20
	4%



Table-2: Major Individual Author Contributions to E-LIS from India
Table-4  depicts that M.S. Sridhar of India has contributed highest numbers of papers i.e. 106 (7%) to E-LIS followed by Raman Nair (99), V.L. Kalayne (74), B.S Kademini (36) and Vijai Kumar (32), J.K Vijaya Kumar (31), Das Anup Kumar and E.R Prakashan (26) Gauri Salokhe and B.K Sen (20).


Fig-2: Individual Author Contributions to E-LIS from India

Type of document formats Submitted to E-LIS from India 
In this table papers with different types of file formats submitted in E-LIS from India are tabulated.

	Type of files
	File No
	% of file

	pdf
	640
	97%

	doc
	17
	2.99%

	gif
	1
	0.10%


Table-3: Types of files Submitted from India

The present analysis shows documents with three types of file formats have been submitted in E-LIS from India. Most of the documents i.e., 640 (97%) are in PDF followed by 17 (2.99%) in DOC and only 1 (0.1%) in GIF format. 

Year wise submission of papers from India to E-LIS repository

This table shows the year wise submissions of papers from India to E-LIS repository in chronological order from 1974 to 2011.

Table-8 discloses that the highest numbers of submissions till date were made during the year 2006-2007 with 63 (9.98%) papers each. Hence, the submissions from India to E-LIS are current publications published during last 5/6 years.

Fig-3: Year wise submission to E-LIS from India

Status (Published/Unpublished) of documents submitted in E-LIS from India 


Fig-4: Status Documents submitted from India
In the Table-14, it is clearly indicated that published (reprints) documents are the highest i.e., 535 (84%), unpublished (preprints) documents are only 96(15%) and documents in press are only 3 (1%).

CONCLUSION
Open Access has been a part of the scholarly communication process. Open Access initiatives are on full swing throughout the world.  The present study made an effort to find out the contributions to E-LIS from Asian countries in general and India in particular. India has the highest contribution to E-LIS which symbolizes that the LIS authors in India have strong belief in Open Access. However, a majority of submissions from India was made by a few authors only. The study will carry a message to the entire LIS community in India to submit their works in E-LIS for greater visibility and scholarly use.
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