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How should we buy books today?
A librarian’s view of collection development
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Preface
KER “47 , SREMCIREE, SRR EBH RS OR.

By “books” we mean all kinds of writings, including both print books and

digital material.
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Since the start of the 21st century digital collections have become steadily
richer, and mobile and digital reading have become more and more common. One of
the key questions of collection development, then, is how we should buy books
today. What books should we buy? How should we store them in the long term? |
would like to tell you something about how one university librarian views these

questions.
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Publishing: will digital supplant print?

 K3EKF1ELynne Brindley TEK:
* Lynne Brindley, Librarian of the British Library:

F20204F, HEIARZF400FUB IR, 50%R CAEDR
FEFHHPERAN LR, XE10%8 BRI EIRIFE R,

By the year 2020, 40% of UK research monographs will be
available in electronic format only, while a further 50% will be

produced in both print and digital. A mere 10% of new titles will

be available in print alone.
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In China it is very rare for academic books “to be be produced in
both print and digital”. Academic digital writings are usually sold
through an intermediary: Chaoxing, Shusheng, Apabi, CNKI,
Wanfang and others.

FYEEEHE BRI AR, SEAFHLE, KREFHIH
RYHEK, ERRE

Other data from the National Press and Publication Statistics
Centre show that since the beginning of the century print

publishing has grown against trend and is booming.
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New titles in Mainland China: growth 2004-2012
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China is China. Both publisher marketing strategies

and consumer habits here may be rather different from
those elsewhere.

BATIE AR F MR EEF HGHE R R B, BT
B R & IR B AR B 5.

We are at a stage when digital publishing and
traditional publishing are both advancing rapidly.
E-books are not developing at the expense of printed

books.
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Reading: printed or digital?
HTER, FEZEHERFEBERNELRATREEDS, BE2FAFER
“ -4 7] ] 348 IR SCRR A R R 0 T JE 7 50%” o IXRBFEINMEE T
BIRHIABE N, $REERIRAET RN, BRRFRRTS?

For some years the lending rate of printed books in many

libraries has been on the decline. Some people even claim that
“in 10 years library loans have fallen 50% all round”. Is this
because reading habits have changed with the steady increase

in electronic materials, and readers have gone digital?
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Chinese Academy of Press and Publication: 10t" (2013)

National Reading Survey (targeting ages 18-70)
520114EMEE, 2012FRE EH R AISR B ER 0. 04%, “FEAEFF”

In 2012 China’s average printed book reading rate per person was 0.04%

higher than in 2012, “basically no change”.
AR R -B A PA B R W i B B2 B =
Reading print is still the form of reading preferred by more than 70% of the

population.

74, ORI EREBR T “E—RKEEBREEE” .

74.4% of the population are more inclined to “pick up a printed book to read”.
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The Shanghai Municipal Bureau of Statistics Public
Opinion Research Centre in its 2012 survey: Digital reading
and print reading are basically neck and neck. However
61.2% of respondents thought digital reading less effective
than print reading, and that “for deep reading print reading

is the only option”.
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Drawing together the results of these two surveys

O [ R R4 B 5 80 R S B R R BB R R B n o b 5

In China the increase in digital reading matter has not brought
about a decline in the reading of printed books.

B R R B AL P 3L
Digital reading has not replaced print reading.
IR B D BRI B 332 18] i) 58 RN iR A AN TR R R

It follows that print reading and digital reading must be
complementary, not antagonistic.
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2 reasons for the decline in university library lending

L B P+ By e fr EBRE BB 20124E W R P& R L g
17.82%; S EIFKIEKO. 47%, EH B EFHK13. 64%
The compound effect of the rapid growth in titles and the rise in book
prices: in 2012 the number of new titles was up 17.82% year on year;
printing volume overall grew 9.47%, while aggregate prices grew

13.64%.
2.  EHEAFSCIRGEE K &8 UFHIE K

Library purchase budgets for printed books increased slowly or not at

all.
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Under the double pressure of the steady growth in

published titles and the steady rise in book prices, university

libraries have become less able to buy printed books.

I B FEN T ORAETHE M R A Z 2R A 2 B R B R T
AR

In order to ensure that the quality of their collections does
not suffer, libraries will generally safeguard the acquisition of

new titles by cutting down on duplicates.



0) LRWi AL

EAST CHINA NORMAL UNIVERSITY

IMRBMNER FIHREBEBUR, BEERAR. &5
BURAZRIE, RARIERR T RS RE 2 1
“HIERTEME” R, AE TR

Without a change in our current collection

management policies, including collection layout and
lending policies, the decline in the duplication rate can
well mean worse borrowing “accessibility” and a

decline in lending rates.
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The case of East China Normal University

20094EF20124F, HXCET (HWED) WERFHHEKS. 88%, FHIR AT N2, 22/
1.3E%. SHMENN, BIMERERSH THK. &, TRITE.

Between 2009 and 2012 the money spent on Chinese books (locally published)

grew on average at 5.88% per year, while in the same period the duplication rate
fell from 2.22 to around 1.3. Correspondingly our lending volume moved from

growth to stagnation to decline.

INRBATRE K bt VR B AR B BURBREIRAT =,  BRATTAT DUESR T RIS . 20105288 /0 T %
HAEEREE, SFEERER HEEK22%,

If we adjust our lending policies or collection layout in good time we can slow this
decline. In 2010 we increased the number of books which could be borrowed at

one time, and in that year our lending volume grew 22% year on year.
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How we should buy books today

REZEPHERAFREERTRS K, BEBH R R L R SR R R 32

. BPMRERBRERARMAER, EHERRREBIREARSHERE. RN, 5
IR CEKKISR, BATIATSEH A e iRE S & AR e dt . RHEF e
>7?

University libraries must serve the needs of the university’s teaching and
research, and changes in these needs inevitably affect collection development. The
universities’ various development targets are not identical, and so the same is true
of their libraries. In this big data age when every kind of published material is
increasing at a great rate, what kind of book purchasing best fits the university’s
promotion of teaching, research and study?

A TEEL BB ER A R B 5.

We need clearer collection development targets.
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Collection development targets: to reconcile the

pursuit of a good research collection with the pursuit

of a high use rate; to harmonise the provision of works

in different media.
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A good research collection

1. BIRBFZEREBEBORESTSE, W UEEE LR #ERE
FHUBHIFFUBER, Fenl REMET TRBUR, RILEMH
FRHR RS ;

The collection of academic research works must be
comprehensive, furnishing readers with a comparatively
complete view of the research results in a field of study,
especially the results of basic research, and displaying clearly
the main lines of development of the field.

2. WIAMRRERE, SFEE. FRGEHHESE.

The collection must be rich in research materials, including
original documents and data.
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Good research collections: building specialist collections

A £ R B L A R 5 T

There are two sides to building specialist collections:

L. FEAEREFESURERE TR IET AR T RIR. flneSBiEE. 2
WX, BITRBIFARFIRRE, B URRREE;

Generating digital resources when the library collects the university’s own

materials or digitalises them. Examples are specialist data bases, dissertations,

specially recorded papers given at the university, digitalized special collections.

2. MIFEAERS R A B IRHBAT IR R R T B R IR .

Consciously building up resources for certain fields or topics in line with the

library’s distinctive serv

ice purposes.

HTAXK@EB R “KH”7 , FrUBMIATREE.

Because our topic is “buying books”, we confine our discussion to the second.
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An example of specialist collection building

© WA EHIEHR T SMEREE, BURETFXURBERL, NHAEANEESREEATRAKESL RBEHIANE
BEEH.

. The Local Gazetteers of Imperial China recorded the evolution of buildings and developments in

government, the economy and culture for each locality. This gives them unique significance for research

into the humanities and social science, and they are a major research resource.

© NI93FRRMTMEEB R BIETEEN T BHERE. HRENSEFBREFBETECENBITSH. mR
N LEREEETRTE. KEBXE (PETSEY - GBRCCHBAHRE (FEGTEAS) , SLEBE—1
STEK, BABSCTRAMBF STRARK T ET B RS .

. Since 1993 we have made the collecting of Local Gazetteers a priority in our collection development. To
date we have acquired over 10,000 titles of revised editions from after Reform and Opening alone. If we
add in the Local Gazetteers in our old book collection, the “Database of Chinese Local Records” from the
regions of the mainland, and the “China Gazetteer Collection” from Chengwen Publishing Company in
Taiwan, this constitutes a complete Chinese Gazetteer system made up of both print and digital

components.
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The pursuit of a higher use rate
- ENSBEE—EE: “BRATHN” . BHENEERREEBRRIRZI MR

. Ranganathan’s First Law: “Books are for use”. A main function of libraries is to get the books fully

used.

© TERUCCEREA AR 2 B BESSIIME R A RAEH, HRSEBRRVIAFEEE TR, THEA R E S S
HIUERA .

. For collections to be properly used is an effective sign that the library is realizing its value, and is
evidence that the selection of materials corresponds to readers’ needs, that the layout of the collection

is fit for purpose, and that the lending system is reasonable.

« EREBENERAMNAEFARIRERAEERRR. RITERNBAHRRERFEBRMLRORT, Bl
AR KRB B KSR -

. The pursuit of a higher use rate does not mean sacrificing collection quality. The high use rate we aim
for takes the maintenance of collection quality as a precondition, and is to be achieved by improving

service and management.
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Print or electronic? Harmonising the two media
- 20134EEFHRIER L 5B EFIN45%.

* In 2013 expenditure on digital resources was about 45% of total expenditure.
AR, AFBREN SCRE AT RAF .
« In the digital age different readers have different media requirements.

BAHEHFHRFENARRFEREFAFERZNMLE, BMNESEHRAR. BTHEE
FEATXRRERARRRE; AR SCIGRBRT S ZEF IR TR,

« We see digital and print resources as equally important, but there are

differences in emphasis. E-resources mainly support research, while print

items cater for both research and student study needs.
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For e-resources we must pay more attention to high use

rate and cost per use.

LRI A20104E1 5 -20135E10 A 4 C & FHITIESBE
TEEASHIANO0. 117612, 4278, KEB53EHE EEAE B A BHK .

For East China Normal University between Jan 2010 and
Oct 2013 the average cost for downloading a single article
from an e-journal was 0.11 yuan for Chinese journals and 2.42
yuan for foreign journals, and the use costs of most data-

bases were quite low.
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RATEFHS IR R B RN BEL IR R B RER; &4
TESLhREM “XH” , DAMEFEENT R REH; XH
KBLEHKE “HE” .

When we discuss collection development, we must be

fully aware of publishing conditions; to “buy books” in
the way which suits the actual circumstances of our
library we must be selective and adopt the most cost-
effective method; the ultimate purpose of buying books is

(1

use”.
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Thank you for listening.




