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Agenda 

 
 About King Abdullah University of Science and Technology (KAUST) 

 
 What is Open Access policy? Why it  matters? Who wants it? 

 
 Establishment phases of KAUST Research Repository –partnering with 

faculty 
 

 Spreading the spirit of Open Access and Pre-implementation  programs 
 

 Open Access Policy: the journey  
 

 Communication and promotion plans. 
 

 Next steps 
 

 
 



Opened in September 2009. 
KAUST will be a globally renowned graduate 

research university that makes significant 
contributions to scientific and technological 
advancement, and will play a crucial role in 
the development of Saudi Arabia and the 

world. 





What is Open Access?  

The idea of Open Access  (OA) with regards to 
scholarly communication and research output is   

to promote the global sharing of 
information and knowledge via the 
internet free of any financial, legal or 
technical constraints.  



Why Open Access? 

• To increase the citation impact 

• To improve the visibility of our research and of the University 

• To have a greater impact through wider awareness 

• To store, preserve and self-manage use and re-use of outputs 

• To allow anyone with an internet connection to access our 
research, presentations, data or teaching resources 

• To attract students to the university 

• To enhance sharing of material among academic networks 

 



Who Thinks Open Access 

is Important? 
Many US universities have OA policies:  

Harvard, MIT, Rutgers, UCSF, U of Kansas, Duke, Utah State, 

Princeton, Emory, Oberlin, Bucknell, ...  

 

Several  US funding agencies have OA mandates:  

NIH, Gates Foundation, MacArthur Foundation, Wellcome Trust, 

NASA, NSF, DoD, CDC, Smithsonian 

 

European Funding approach:  

“Open access will be mandatory for all publications produced 

with funding from European Horizon 2020, and contributions to 

the costs for such publications will be eligible for 

reimbursement. “ (b€70) 



Scholarly Literature & 

Scholars 



Existence of KAUST 

Research Repository 

 

 Persistent access to university intellectual assets, including grey 
literature (e.g., technical reports, conference papers, theses etc.) and 
research data, in order to preserve and share scientific knowledge 
created at KAUST. 

 Showcase the intellectual output of KAUST research, development of 
international research networks and collaborations, support graduate 
student and post-doc recruitment. 

 Expanding impact of KAUST research, which contributes to increased 
awareness of and growing prestige for our new and ambitious 
university. 

 



Establishment Phase 

 
 
 
 
 

LIBRARY SERVICES 
• Preservation 
• Organization 
• Metadata/ Discovery 
• Access management 
• Rights management 
• Backup & recovery 

Search engines 
(e.g., Google) 

 

 

Metadata harvesters KAUST Library catalog 

KAUST faculty and  
researcher works  

KAUST student theses  
and dissertations 

KAUST  
Digital  
Archive 

 
 

Data/text mining 

Labs 

Restricted Access 
• Release date 
• User type 

Research 
Centers 

Academic 
Divisions 

Graduate 
Program 

Coordinators 

Library Staff works 



Managing Theses and Dissertations 



Policies Built-in 





Publisher Policies on Open Archiving 

author can archive publisher's version/PDF

author can archive pre-print and post-print

archiving not allowed

unknown policy



Publisher Policies on Open Archiving 

Confusing for authors!  



 

• James Calvin   – VP Academic Affairs 
 
• Sahraoui Chaieb   – Faculty PSE division  
• David Ketcheson  – Faculty CEMSE division  
• Suzana Nunes   – Faculty BESE division  
•   
• Molly Tamarkin   – University Library (joined in March 2014 

• Richard Johansson   – University Library(retired on March 2013) 

• J. K. Vijayakumar  – University Library (from March 2013) 

• Mohamed Baessa   – University Library 
 

• Fletcher Fairey   – General Counsel 
• Holly A. Kinkaid  – University Policy Office 

Open Access policy committee  



 The Policy 
 Development of the Policy 
 Reviewing after 3 years 
 
 The Procedure 
 Development of the procedures, guidelines and tools 
 Implementation of the policy 
 Maintaining the repository 
  

Open Access Charter 



KAUST Open Access policy 
 

 Effective Date: June 30, 2014 



The Current Phase 

 

 
 
 
 
 

LIBRARY SERVICES 
• Preservation 
• Organization 
• Metadata/ Discovery 
• Access management 
• Rights management 
• Backup & recovery 

Search engines 
(e.g., Google) 

 

 

Metadata harvesters KAUST Library catalog 

KAUST faculty and  
researcher works 

KAUST student theses  
and dissertations 

KAUST  
Digital  
Archive 

 
 

Data/text mining 

Labs 

Restricted Access 
• Release date 
• User type 

Research 
Centers 

Academic 
Divisions 

Graduate 
Program 

Coordinators 

Library Staff works 



Open Access Tools 
 

 Author addendum, Each University Research Author is advised to 
append the KAUST addendum when signing the publication agreement 
with the publisher. 

 

 Waiver form, the University will grant a waiver for open access, upon 
author request, but author still need to submit to the repository. 

 

 Submission methods 
- Online Submission 

- Email to Repository  

- Auto harvesting  

 

 ORCID integration  

 

 



KAUST Open Access guidelines  



Open Access Communication plan 

KAUST Open Access Policy 
Press release by the Library Director 
Interview with VP for Academic Affairs and VP for Research 
Video talks from Open Access Committee and Faculty 
  
Open Access Outreach Programme 
Subject librarians 
Lecture series & training events 
Open Access week events 
Social media 
Online resources 
  
Reaching out 
SLA/AGC, Abu Dhabi 
ALA/SIBF, Sharjah 
GL-16, Washington 
ETD-14, UK  
 
 

 
 



Open Access week 2014 



KAUST featured in DPC News 2012 



Open Access Panel discussion 
SLA-AGC - March 2014, Doha 



Next Steps 

 Integrate with research evaluation and 
profiling system (PURE and SciVal) 
 

University Research Data management Plan 
 

Digital preservation and long term-retention 
of special items. 
 

 Special Digital Collections (biological image 
collections, GIS images, etc. )  

 



Thank you We support  


