WIDWISAWN: volume 4, issue 1, page 3 Page 1 of 7

IDWISAWN ISSN 1478-8055
w Volume 4
Number 1
Page 3/4
Search |
Issue contents

Page 1: Scottish Common Information Environment 2004-2005 | Page 2: HILT Phase III |
Page 3: Scottish Distributed Digital Library | Page 4: Archives, Libraries, Museums

home | contact | about

The Scottish Distributed Digital Library

Gordon Dunsire tells WIDWISAWN about the recently launched Scottish Distributed Digital Library (SDDL) pilot
service and notes how the various components of the Scottish Common Information Environment underpin the
architecture of such a service

The Scottish Distributed Digital Library (SDDL) is a new pilot service using elements of the Scottish Common
Information Environment. The service was launched without publicity at the beginning of 2006.

There is no specific definition of a digital library; the term has been used for services in which all metadata and
resources are digital, or where the metadata is digital but the resources are a mix of digital and non-digital. The
word "library" is also ambiguous, as many digital libraries contain resources from archives and museums.

SDDL currently adopts a "hard" definition. It contains only digital resources and digital metadata. Furthermore, the
resources are openly accessible; no subscriptions or passwords are required to link to them.
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Welcome to the Scotlish Distributed Digital Library,
The library contains collections oftexds, images, and sounds in digital format, distributed over the World Wide Weh, with Scotiish themes.
All iterms in the collections are easyto access and do not require passwoards.

ltems include:

et scanned images of pages, and digital transcriptions, of printed books, and documents created on computers
digital photographs and scanned images of photographs

i scanned images of paintings and drawings

5 wehsites

Iterns can be searched using a range of online catalogues and other finding-aids,

The collections are made available for:

s research

S5 |earning

# general interest

The collections are maintained by a range ofinformation arganisations:
i archives

s libraries

A museums

M private collectars

CAIRNS | RCO SCONE  SLIR

@ COLRALIC 2006, Design and layout last updated: 25 Aug 2005,
Seethe Disclaimer for more information.

Cone

Screenshot: The homepage of the Scottish Distributed Digital Library.

SDDL incorporates collections of digital materials made available by archives, libraries and museums, and private
groups and individuals. The service provides links to the collections and any associated finding-aids.
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Glick link to collection titles beginning with;
A|B|CIDIEIF|IGIH|IJ|KILIMIN|O|P|R|S|T|V|W
The 121 listed collections contain digital items which can be accessed individually,

The resources ate open, and passwords are not required. There may be restrictions on how you are allowed to use the items, and you
must checkthe conditions applyving to each collection onits wehbsite,

A

Abherdeen Art Gallery and Museumns explorer collection
Digital images of a selection of objects from the collection of Aberdeen At Gallery and Museums.
Finding aid: Aberdeen Art Gallery and Museumns explorer catalogue

Aberdeen Harbour Board collection
Digital images from glass plate negatives.
Finding aid: Aberdeen Harbour Board collection catalogue

filsa Craig
Digital capies of photographs of Allsa Crain.

Alexander Macdonald bequest
Digital copies of paintings.

L
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Screenshot: Some of the 120+ collections in the SDDL.

The SDDL "Books" section provides a link to electronic texts catalogued in Scotland's Culture, the Scottish cultural
portal pilot. These texts range from simple text transcriptions, such as Project Gutenberg resources, to complete
digital facsimiles; all texts are written by Scottish authors or are on Scottish subjects.
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CREATING OUR FUTURE ... MINDING OUR PAST ..

m % %/ 9 Scotland's Culture S

e-dext" O Gii=etex
Refine Search

Search: | General Keyword

= You're zearching: Scotland’s Culture

Search Results Sort by: @

220 titles matched. "e-text™ or etext Mt

1. Across the plains [electronic resource] / by Robert Louis Stevenson.
by Stevensen. Robed Lrowis, 5507854

Add to my list

2. The Adventure of the Bruce-Partington Plans [electronic resource] / by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle.
by Dopte, Ambor Conan, Sip 18554 55T

Addd to oy list

3. The Adventure of the cardboard box [electronic resource] / by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle.
by Gopte. Adbor Conan, Sip 15557 550

Add to my list ;M—_II

Cone [ I

Screenshot: Some of the 220 electronic texts recorded in Scotland's Culture, accessed from the SDDL. The texts
can be downloaded using the hyperlinks.

The SDDL "Metasearch" section links to a CAIRNS "miniclump" of catalogues of Scottish digital resources. The
selected catalogues can be searched in one go.
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File Edit \iew Go  Bookmarks  Tools  Help @ :{;b
@8 O G O |
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“’W‘ 7 - Co-operacive Inpormadon Recrieval '
| CAIRNS : y
Y i Nerworl for Seodland
Search miniclump: SDDL: Networked, open-access electronic
resources
Search type Scope: Catalogues of digital resources freely available on the World Wide
Web.
b+ General keyword . .
N — 3 catalogues available of 44 active
Title keyword [¥] Scotland's Culture catalogue fil
Subject keyword [#] Scottish authors in Scotland's Culture catalogue [i]
ISBN [#] SLAIMTE catalogue Iil
ISSH Search term
A general keywoard | |
index usually contains =
wards from the title,
authar, SUhJECt and Select one or more catalogues, enter a search term, and click the Search button.
notes associated with
an item. Mo distinction Click an [i] link to display infarmation about collections described by the
is made between
catalogue.
these, sothe general
keyword "green” may
refer to the subject,
family name of the
authar, or title of the
item.
iy
Done |

Screenshot: The CAIRNS miniclump for the SDDL.

SDDL also provides a subject index to its collections.
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Alexander Macdonald hequest
Digital copies of paintings.

Art treasures of Kehingrowve

Digital imanes of a selection of the abjects featured in an exhibition of the finest pieces fram the picture galleries of Glasgow's
Kekingrave At Galleries.

Jessie M King slideshow
Digital images of a selection of the works of Jessie Marion King acquired by Glasgow Museums.

Hoble peasant
Digital copies of paintings of rural people from the collection of Aberdeen Art Gallery and Museums,

Art, Scottish

Lost gallery

Digital imanes of paintings, photagraphs, and sculpture by contemparary Scottish atists.

Astronon Ty

Spacegazer: Highlands Astronomical Society image library

Digital photographs and copies of photographs of astronomical ohjects visible from the north of Scotland.

Australia--Photographs

L
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Screenshot: Part of the SDDL subject index. The subject terms are taken from the Library of Congress Subject
Headings (LCSH).

All components of the SDDL are derived from existing information held in Scottish Common Information
Environment services.

The service is very much in a pilot stage, and all comments and suggestions are welcome. Any organisation or
individual who wishes to add a digital collection or electronic text to the Scottish Distributed Digital Library, or
comment on the service, should contact me at g.dunsire@strath.ac.uk

Gordon Dunsire

Depute Director

Centre for Digital Library Research
University of Strathclyde
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All rights reside with the author(s). WIDWISAWN recognises the author(s) as the copyright holder(s) unless specifically directed otherwise.

WIDWISAWN is delivered via the SAPIENS e-publishing service and is hosted by the Centre for Digital Library Research at the University of Strathclyde
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