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1. Geographical information in every day life (1/) 

 

 

 Politics 

 Economy 

 Health 

Environment 

Land use 

Travels 

Demography 

Genealogy 

…… 
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«Almost everything that happens 
happens somewhere on earth. It is 
crucial to know the "where“ something  
is taking place» 
 

                                                              (Longley et.al., 2021, p.23) 



1. Geographical information in every day life : Some examples 
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1. Geographical information in every day life : Some examples 
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1. Geographical information in every day life : Some examples 
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1. Geographical information in every day life : Some examples 
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1. Geographical information in every day life : Some examples 
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1. Geographical information in every day life : Some examples 
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1. Geographical information in every day life : Some examples 
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1. Geographical information in every day life : Some examples 
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2. Map/GIS Libraries in western world (1/4) 

 After the World War II because of the: 

Increased production and use of cartographic materials in both 
the public & private sector (print & digital) 

 advent of automated cartographic systems and 
telecommunication systems 

 growth of spatial analysis and geographic information systems 
academic departments 

deposit programs that developed in 70s  
Along with the 

adoption of information management techniques (accessibility 
and classification to geospatial information) 

interdisciplinary nature of geography 

 establishment of information literacy programs  
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Map/GIS Libraries’ Associations 

(Vardakosta, 2018) 
Fiesole Retreat, Athens, April 5-7, 2022 

National Library of Greece 

2. Map/GIS Libraries in western world (2/4) 

 

YEAR ASSOCIATION NAME COUNTRY 

1941 Geography & Map Division (Special Library Association) U.S.A. 

1966 Map Curators Group (British Cartographic Society) UK 

1967 Western Association of Map Libraries U.S.A. 

1968 Association of Canadian Map Libraries and Archives CANADA 

1969 Geography and Map Section (IFLA) INTERNATIONAL 

1973 Australian Map Curators AUSTRALIA 

1977 New Zealand Map Society NEW ZEALAND 

1980 Map and Geography Round Table (MAGERT – ALA) U.S.A. 

1980 Groupe des Cartothecaires (GdC – LIBER) EUROPE 

1983 Australian Map Circle AUSTRALIA 

2009 Australian and New Zealand Map Society (ANZMapS) AUSTRALIA 

2011 Map and Geospatial Round Table (MAGIRT – ALA) U.S.A. 

2012 Map & Geoinformation Curators Group (MAGIC) INTERNATIONAL 

 



2. Map/GIS Libraries in western world (3/4) 

 

Open architecture, interoperability, user-friendly 
interfaces, query facilities, et.c. 
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The role of the Map/GIS Library 
 

Evaluate user needs,  
Select,  
Organize and  
Make data (print and digital) ready for users 

 
 
 

 
(Weimer, 2008) 



2. Map/GIS Libraries in western world (4/4) 

 Support 

Students, scholars, researchers, 
map experts, users with little/none 
Map/GIS knowledge  

 

Provided Sources (Print & Digital) 
 

Maps, atlases, charts, aerial photos, 
geospatial data, cartographic 
reference, topographic maps, 
geological maps, soil maps, land use 
maps, population maps, land cover 
maps, vegetation maps, pictorial 
items, data bases, journals, etc. 

 

Provided Services 
 

•Use and interpretation of the 
material (print & digital) 
•Interlibrary loan 
•Geospatial literacy classes 
•Access to GIS software 
•Reference services 
•Instruction/Guidance  
•Scanning, printing services 
•Repository  for geospatial data 
 

  
 

Open architecture, interoperability, user-friendly 
interfaces, query facilities, et.c. 
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3. Greek Libraries and Geographical Information (1/5) 

 Libraries/Services 

•14.2% of academic 
libraries sustain 
geographical collections 
and GIS services 
•86.4% of the libraries 
lack of GIS services    

 
 
(Liarou, 2015; Vardakosta & Kapidakis, 
2012) 

•54% unable to identify 
potential needs regarding 
geographic information at 
their institution 
•63% unable to manage  
a budget for geographical  
material 
•44.3% unaware of whether 
academic community 
produces geospatial data 
•78.1% librarians need  
additional skills so to be 
able to cope with a geo-
library   
                    (Vardakosta et.al., 2016) 

•46.7% consider the  
geospatial collections in 
Greece insufficient  
•82.2% choose the  
internet to cover their  
geo-digital needs  
•53.8% the use of Greek 
libraries do not fulfil 
their expectations 
•63.9% policies’  
development as a factor 
to improve geographical 
collections  

(Vardakosta & Kapidakis, 2014) 
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3. Greek Libraries and Geographical Information (2/5) 

 Members of the  
Greek Geographical  

Libraries Group 

 

•Optimal management of 
the geographical material 
•Value added services to 
the users 
 
 

Focus on 
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3. Greek Libraries and Geographical Information (3/3) 

 
The application of common policies to the development of geographical 
collections 

The utilization of geographical material that until recently may not have been 
managed (recorded, processed, and displayed) 

Joint actions to access digital sources of geographical interest to reduce costs 

The development of new applications and tools in order to expand and improve 
the provided services 

The exchange of ideas between professionals in the field of geographical 
information 

Librarians’ understanding of the importance of geographic information  
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Goals to achieve 
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3. Greek Libraries and Geographical Information (4/5) 

 



3. Greek Libraries and Geographical Information (5/5) 

 

Fiesole Retreat, Athens, April 5-7, 2022 
National Library of Greece 

Future Plans 

Challenges 

•  Lack of Economics 
•  Available Time 

 

• Group’s participation in funded 
programs  

• Integrated geo-library 
• Training efforts 
 



Thank you! 
 

https://www.nasa.gov/mission_pages/NPP/news/earth-at-night.html 

Ifigenia Vardakosta 
Ifigenia@hua.gr 
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