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Latin American context for academic open access books

• Research and research communications
are mainly publicly-funded, no 
outsourcing to commercial publishers

• Strong tradition of university presses

• Growing adoption of open access for
academic books

• Open access legislation and policies: 
require research publications in 
repositories

• Academic books in repositories use 
Dublin Core open metadata

• Academic books lack visibility in 
research assessment procedures 



CLACSO-Latin American Council of Social Sciences
780 social science member institutions in 55 countries (mainly universities in Latin America)



CLACSO catalog with

• 3.200 open access
books published by
CLACSO´s network.

• Books are displayed
and promoted in 
CLACSO´s bookstore
catalog with link to the
full-text and open 
Dublin Core metadata
in CLACSO´s
interoperable 
repository OAI-PMH.
Sales: print on demand. 



Books in CLACSO´s
open source
repository
- Dublin Core 

metadata
- OAI-PMH (Open 

Archives Initiative
Protocol for
Metadata
Harvesting)



Editorial team repository team:  teamworking since 2002    

Editiorial
team

• Editorial processes

• Books announced in editorial catalog and social networks with link to full-text in repository

• Announcement in social networks (IG, TW, FB) with short video 

Repository
team

• Uploads pdf and html versión of full-text book in the repository

• Creates the metadata for each book (metadata format: Dublin Core)

• Communicating trends and good practices to editorial and repository teams in CLACSO´s network

Repository
harvested by

• Search engines

• academic aggregators (eg.: BASE, CORE, Scholar Google, among others)

• Using OAI-PMH Open Access Initiative Protocol for Metadata Harvesting to allow interoperability



a few of the challenges for CLACSO´s editorial processes

• New requirements for OA academic books and open procedures need advanced 
training for staff, more budget, participating in international projects  

• Academic books lack visibility in research assessment procedures 
➢Promote review of research assessment procedures to provide due recognition to books 

(issue included in CLACSO´s Latin American Forum on Research Evaluation agenda 
www.clacso.org/folec/

➢Working on visible description of peer-review process in books/chapters

• Increase agreements for English translations of full-text and/or metadata contents

• DOI for individual books and collaborative book chapters

• Consolidate books usage data (repository + editorial database + third parties)

• In the agreements with vendors: require they harvest complete metadata from
books in CLACSO´s open access repository (with Cco?)

http://www.clacso.org/folec/


Examples of other regional cases of interest in Latin America

• SciELO Books

• Ulibros (The Association of University Presses of Latin America 
and the Caribbean (EULAC)



SciELO Books metadata:
ONIX 3 and KBART

http://books.scielo.org/en/
scielo.books@scielo.org

http://books.scielo.org/en/
mailto:scielo.books@scielo.org


https://ulibros.com/accesoabierto.htm
l

Ulibros – from The Association of University Presses of Latin America and 
the Caribbean (EULAC) https://ulibros.com/ juan.cordoba@urosario.edu.co
30.000 book references from 144 university presses in 9 Iberoamerican countries
Metadata: ONIX 3 (Hipertexto – Netizen)

mailto:juan.cordoba@urosario.edu.co


Thank you !!!

Contact - CLACSO-Latin American Council of Social Sciences

• Director of Training and Open Access: Nicolás Arata, narata@clacso.edu.ar

• Director Editorial Department:  Fernanda Pampín, fpampin@clacso.edu.ar

• Repository team (Valeria Carrizo, Darío García): biblioteca@clacso.edu.ar

• Open Science Advisor: Dominique Babini, babini@clacso.edu.ar

• www.clacso.org

• @_CLACSO

• www.instagram.com/clacso_oficial/

• https://www.facebook.com/CLACSO.Oficial

mailto:narata@clacso.edu.ar
mailto:fpampin@clacso.edu.ar
mailto:biblioteca@clacso.edu.ar
http://www.clacso.org/
http://www.instagram.com/clacso_oficial/
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