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Digital Library Initiativesin North East India: A Survey

Sankhayan Mukherjeet
Swapan Kumar Patr a?

Abstract

This study is a survey of digital library initiative of North East India. The recent initiative
by the government of India towards the digitization is reflected in various digitation
programs. The secondary sources of data used to map the 15 digital library initiatives in
eight north east part of India. The study has observed that digital library in true sense is
perhaps lacking. Many of the digital libraries are not accessible from the outside and
lack regular maintenance. In this context, a national level policy initiative is the need of
the hour including various stakeholders including the academics, library professionals
etc. The study also comes up with various important observations and policy suggestions
which may be helpful for scholar, librarians, policy and decision makers in the
government.

Key Words:Digitization; Digital Libraries; North East; India
l.Introduction

A specidl library that ismainly focused on collection, storage and retrieval of digital objectslike
text, video material, photograph, audio material etc. in electronic mediaformats (as opposed to
print, microform etc), called asaDigital Library (Balasubramanian, 2021). Thesizeand facility
of adigital library may vary depending on the need and circumstances. It can be maintained by
individuals, associations, a physical library or an academic institution. The electronic content
can be accessed locally or remotely through the Internet.

The concept of digitalization of library materials or the concept of digital library inIndia
was started in mid 1990s. With the devel opment of information and communication technology
(ICT) and particularly the Internet technology in Indian market, the concept of digitalization
wasal so become popular. In 1996, at aconference of Society of Information Science, Bangalore,
the concept of digital library was discussed (Gurram 2008). However, the concept did not get
that much of importance among the library organizations at that time. A few years|ater that the

1 & 2 Department of Library & Information Science,Sidho-Kanho-BirshaUniversity, Purulia, 723149,
West Bengal, India, Email: skpatra@gmail.com; skpatra@skbu.ac.in
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concept was many takers. However, for majority institutions or organizations “digital library” is
mainly staying with subscribing e-journal s, scanning document and upload them on the Intranet.
This model is perhaps is far away from the actual definition of “digital library’ which may
include a proper digitized collection with a strong metadata creation and information retrieval
mechanism fromthedigital collection.

Thedigital library initiativeisgetting popular in Indiabecause of theinformeation technology
and easy Internet access. Moreover, Government of Indiahastaken several initiativesto digitize
variousresources. Asaresult, Digital Library of India(DLI) isthebiggest national level initiative
in India taken by the Indian government. It is a part of the Universal Digital Library Project,
regarded by Carnegie Mellon University, USA. Other than that Ministry of Education under its
National Mission on Education through Information and Communication Technol ogy hasinitiated
the National Digital Library (NDL) project to develop a framework of virtua repository of
learning resources with single-window search facility. It isbeing developed at 11T Kharagpur.
Besidethis, Digital Library of Art Masterpiece, National Mission for Manuscripts, Vidyanidhi,
National Institute of Advanced Studies (NIAS), Bangalore, etc are also noteworthy digital
library initiativesinIndia

Along with the above mentioned major digital library indicativesthere are many digital
library initiatives are taken by academic, government and other agencies all over India.This
study is an investigation of digital library initiatives of North-East India. While doing so, this
study will investigate thefollowing research questions. What isstatusof digitd library initiatives
of eight states (Assam, Arunachal Pradesh, Mizoram, Manipur, Meghal aya, Nagaland, Sikkim
and Tripura. These North-East states of India are generally regarded as comparatively less
developed regionsof India. Hence, thisinvestigation will perhaps be useful for the researchers
inlibrary or information science aswell as policy and decision makers.

2.Literature Review

Jeevan (2004) highlighted that digitization can be taken as a visible proposition to extend the
shelf life of non-digital content through preservation. Hence, the uses of digital library will be
increased aswell. Looking at theimportance of digitization there are many initiatives are taken
al over theworld. The devel oping countries around the world have taken initiativesto digitize
the contents. Kaur, Singh (2005) observed that, in devel oped countries 60%-70% dataisavailable
indigital format. Whereas, in devel oping country like Indiathereisonly 2.5% of dataavailable
indigitized format. So, they discussed about the need for aNational Information Policy and the
training of thelibrary professionalsto givethe vel ocity of transformation of traditional library
intodigital library.
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However, Jeevan (2004) has observed that for majority of Indian libraries, the “digital
library’ is a concept limited to the computerization of internal operations (using databases on
electronic media such as CD-ROMSs), web access to subscribed journals and various free
resources.However, what is lacking, especially in developing countries, is an integrated
collaborative approach to identify valuable content for digitization and bring institutionswith
adequate financial and infrastructural support. Digital library development in India requires
two-pronged strategy including both the digitization of local content in one hand and accessto
external resources on the other hand.

Problemsindigital library development are manifold in Indiasuch aslack of interest,
non-avail ability of computersand IT infrastructurefor library activities, copyright i ssues, ensuring
safe access, properly selecting materials from the vast amount available, internet bandwidth,
and absence of adequate funds. Sreekumar & Sregjaya (2005) further emphasi zed the issuesin
theinitiative of digital librariesin India. They mainly focused on the problems, that are, proper
infrastructure of ICT and their policies, proper planning and integration of information resources,
lack of flexibility of publisher’s policies and data format, lack of management and technical
skills & the IPR issue.

It isavery promising thing that, now a days, Government of India and various state
governmentsfocus on the devel opment and activities of thedigitd librariesin India. Bhattacharya
(2004) explained the earlier initiatives, such asthe INDEST Consortiaand so on. including the
challenges faced by adigital library, problems during devel opment of adigital library and the
digital divide that faced by the country. Government of India has taken several initiatives to
establish digital library inthe country. The Ministry of Human Resource Devel opment (MHRD)
took various initiatives such as “Consortia-based Subscription to Electronic Resources for
Technical Education System” and named it as Indian National Digital Library in Science and
Technology (INDEST) Consortium (Arora& Agrawal,2003). Other than the government, The
Energy and Resources Institute (TERI) Digital library provides scholarsto better singlewindow
access to structured information from their desktop (Deb 2006).

A number of research papers deal with the various institutional level digital library
initiatives. Thesetypes of studies may be considered as case study of digitization. For example,
Gaur (2003) dealt with the digitalization statusin Indian Management Institutesin Indiawhich
mainly includes the ‘library automation’. Building procedure of digital resources in the Indian
National Science Academy (INSA), New Delhi is discussed in a paper by Mujoo-Munshi
(2003). Joshi (2006) has discussed about the Tocklai Central Library digitaization initiative of
theinstitute. Naga, Pradhan, Arora& Chand (2008)studied about the usage trends of e-journal's
inuniversitiesin North-East in Indiaand observed that thereis adesperate need to improvethe
service of the universities to provide a good resource(e-journals) to meet the users’ need.
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As observed form the literature review above, there are many studies available of
digital library initiativesin India. All these studies are mainly case study of establishment of
digital library in asingleinstitute. A comprehensive study of digital library covering the Indian
scenario as awholeislacking. Moreover, the literature review has not found any significant
study onthedigital library initiative of north eastern part of India. Also, thereisno study which
isdealing with theissuesfor example, copyright issues, metadata creation, retrieval efficiency
and so on. Hence, this study will fill the gap in the existing status of digital library in India
including the North East.

3. Objectives of the study

Thelndian government have already launched thedigital library initiativeto foster creativity of
citizensand to get the free access the all-human knowledge. So, with thisideain mind the goal
of the study isasurvey of variousdigital library initiatives of North Eastern States of Indiafrom
their respective websites. This study is going to survey of the digital library initiatives by
investigating the following: The number of collections, the access mode, software used for
digitation, users’ Statistics, copyright Issues, related collection development and usage policies
and third-Party Access etc. The above mentioned parameterswill be useful to get aninsight of
thecurrent trends of digital library initiative of North East India.

4.M ethodology

This study is based on the secondary sources, particularly the respective digital library initiative’s
web pages. The websites were accessed in the month of July to September 2022. There are
atogether 15 variousdigital librariesinvestigated inthisstudy thelibrariesarefromthefollowing
North Eastern states: Arunachal Pradesh (3) Assam (6), Meghalaya (1), Nagaland (1), Sikkim
(1), Manipur (1), Mizoram (1), Tripura(1). The details sample sizeisshown in Table1. An
exhaustive literature search was carried out and the respective libraries’ website was visited
and thefindings are present in the following sections.

5.Results& Discussion

From the secondary literature, it was observed that articlesin thisarea have highlighted on the
digitization process and the digitization effort of theinstitutions. Although some of thosewere
touched the policy and copyright issues during the digiti zation. However, there was no reasonable
study about ‘Digital Library initiative in North-East India’. We get the following results during
the study of ‘Digital Library initiative in north-East India. The state wise distribution of the
digital library initiativeispresented in Table 1.
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Table 1 Various Digital Library Initiatives of North East India.

State Digital Libraries Website Link for corresponding I nstitutions
Arunachal 1. Rgiv Gandhi University Library https.//rgu.ac.in/library/
Pradesh
2. Virtua Library Solution, | http://referencelibraryresearch.com/
Government of Arunachal Pradesh
3. Arunacha University of studies https.//www.arunachal university.ac.in/pages/library
Assam 1. Digital Library of Assam https.//publiclibraryservices.assam.gov.in/
Directorate of Library Services
Department of Cultural Affairs
Government of Assam
2. Digita Library: Ra Bhavan, | http://rbassam.digitallibrary.co.in/
Assam
3. Assam Digtrict Library, Guwahati | https.//publiclibraryservices.assam.gov.in/
4. National Law University and | http:/librarynlujaa.blogspot.com
Judicia Academy Digital
Repository cum Digital Library
5. Diphu Government College http://diphugovernmentcollege.com/DGC/Central Librar
y.action
6. Central Indtitute of Technology, | hitp://centrallibrary.cit.ac.in/
Kokrajhar
Meghalaya | Centra  Library, North-Eastern  Hill | https.//www.nehu.ac.in/lib rary/index.html
University
Nagaland Centra Library; Nagaland University https.//library.nagal anduniversity.ac.in/2q=Digital %20L
ibraries
Sikkim Teesta-Indus Central Library, Sikkim | https:/library.cus.ac.in/index.php/subject-wise-e-books/
University
Manipur Manipur University Library https.//mulibrary.manipuruniv.ac.in/
Manipur Technical University Library http://mtu.ac.in/library/
Mizoram Mizoram Sate Library https.//statelibrary.mizoram.gov.in/page/digital-library
Tripura Birchandra State Central Library https.//bescl.tripura.gov.in/

Table listhelist of prominent digital library of NE India. Thisstudy has considered academic,
government and private (aswell as non-academic institutions) sectorsinstitutionswherethere
isamention of thedigital library on the website.

Indian Journal of Information, Library & Society, 35, 3-4 (2022):



208

Sankhayan Mukherjee & Swapan Kumar Patra

Y
SaprIdg
ey
oeuNIy
uo1109s
yey wogy Areiqi] jendip sarpnis
uado 01 yuip ou s1 219Y] JEY) Jo A1s
Suisuidins A1aa s1 11 “AIeiqi I'TAN Y JaA1UN)
[BUSIP UAO SII 10} UOID9S gnoay 1. ey
oiproads e sey asqam A | SS00VY VN VN | VN VN | oeunny IS
L
sopeid
ey
auuiny
SS2 0 u
DV 19°01 | onnjos
IVdO 3rovr u ueyl | Aleaqr
gam sey Lieaqi ay L VN VN D IONSIA VN | 2dO | 210N | emniA | T
|
sopel
ey
apunay
ATeIqinaa/sdnois) I'TAN
oD OO0qIDE] MMM/ sAd pue 45 AleIql]
IAYIAS CEE] Ans
:a8ed yooqooe, ] ARAOA 20y JDATUN
s1 sey 1 "aouasaad vipaw ODSIq pos ypueny
[e1d0s sey Areaqiy ay ], | OOSUH VN VN | VHOX | 91O VN Atley] I
(Kue J1) ap
SS000V SaNss] OIN suon sa | o
Aried (Aue J1) S | sonsnes aua SS9 | 920D | weIql | N
SJu2WWOD) piyl | samiod | Adon SIS | emyos | 20V | JooN | [euSIO | IS

s PPWe redsnolreABulsnelpu | 1se3 Y1oN UIsaireiql| [e1BIpSNoleA JO JUSWSSSSS Y U Z3|geL

Indian Journal of Information, Library & Society, 35, 3-4 (2022):



209

Digital Library Initiativesin North East India: A Survey

IS
SIY) Wioj
012 sasead|al
ssauad °s
uonesyynou
eSSy %C
"JAOD) 2]
552208 Ued
am Apurepy

JVdO
qaMm

S31 aAey
Kaeiqi]
Y.L

VN

VN

paAtasal
SIS
v

120C ©
wessy

‘Areiqi
ueAeyg
ey

90
EC[-1OISIA

sedg(

S0y
uadQ

T
1dag
:_W _
[
‘oec

wessy
‘ueAevyg
fey
:Kaeiqi]
[ensig

a1sgam
ayy ug

1S1] ¥00Qg-2
ue sI 213Y)
ysnoye
‘$92INn0sal
-2 o)
Buissaooe
10

apIng 1asn
ou s 2121)
Kpemoavy
“OMUS

SIy) $$2008
jued
ajdoad
uowro))

VN

uorssiuiad
Jadouad
Sunye

Joye a31eyd
Jo aay
paonpoadal
2q Aew
SHUSQaM siLp
uo paineay
[eLIdIBIA

Lr1jod
Wsusdo)

$300q
224 1y
suAdo)

VN

VN

S200V
aso|D

€Sr'e

yoog
12101

wessy

wessy
Jo K1eaqr
[ensig

Indian Journal of Information, Library & Society, 35, 3-4 (2022):



210

Sankhayan Mukherjee & Swapan Kumar Patra

Jeylenjoy
V4O ‘ASojourda],
gaM SH sey 0'C | ssedoy Jo ansuy
Adeiqi 2yl | snquiiuy VN VN Inos 3S0[D | 09T¥I jenuas
OVdO 282(10D
qaA\ S SeI SSANDY MUAUILIDAOLD)
Arelqiy ay.L VN VN VN VN | 3s0[D VN nydiq
‘Pl palj[e pue
MmE | JO JolYns
3Y) Ul S3OIAIIS
pue s232JNn0sd21
aatsuayardion
Suipiaoad
£q Arunuwos 2720z1doS
JVdO AJSI2AIUN cl
VVINTIN a1 JO yoIeasal pue I mmm_._om Kreaqi
pawieu sururea| Iuiyoea) ’ ) [endig wnod
IVdO 3|Foon |[eS9] Joddns 01 s1 SMIIA Kaousoday
ga A\ umo Aq uolssiw s AIeiqi] afey $5200V Jeusicq
s seH | padueyuy VVINTIN ®YL aHUsga M\ | VHO™ 50D VN VVITTVIN
"alsqam
S wessy
Jo Adeaqr
[eN31q 2y
01 spea| 1l
ngq “21s ayy
ur Lreaqy
[eusip
10} UO0I1309S neyemnr
Jepnonted ‘Kreiqi]
® S a1ay | LIS

Indian Journal of Information, Library & Society, 35, 3-4 (2022):



211

Digital Library Initiativesin North East India: A Survey

“ApIsasarun
a3 Jo T:.-LAu_ﬂ—.n—:wﬂu:—
pue sajna a3 aad

se uonoe [euad u asn
1nsaa s Lorjod drwapeoe
SIY1 JO UONB[OIA 10]
Auy “paunqiyoad aae Saeaqi|
S1 SaDINOSal asa) NN a2g1 £q
WIOd) peojussop 20qeeae
AleonewalsAs apew
VAU Ju/pue syOuLY-S
q=22A0\ yaaeas "E5220e M) fm-uwwm—uﬁ._ﬁbﬁ—d
Ao SIUDTE JUITI[[23ul =2 “sjeuanol
S sey o192 | 10 “siaplds “s10qod -2 se yons Kreaqr|
Arerqri THLJAN Jo asn ay L S22IN0SAI SIOISIA Ss2008. ANSIDATUN
ayL TTAN Korjod wysAdo) JIUO0.NDd|H (VAR VN 25010 | VN andiue | #1
(dan
SS90V
2O
ST OI]
yoaeasay
Anoeq
— SNIHI
wWasAS
Areaqi g
*E b
dde ﬁvdmxu_.u.mmm_urm htm._u>__.:.~
Areaqi wppIs
jenua)) wosAg sAaeaqr
usMo Aronsoday |enua)
.St 1ensicg Snpujy
SARH VN VN VN VN 2oedga VN | VN SRS | T
uoissruriad
Jadoad Surm
a9y e afaeys jo
Areaqy 2043 paonpoadaa
SHal 2q Aew
Auqroug SUSgam Siyl uo
SSaooe PaInIEa] [eLIaeA AsIaAatun
ajowrad ) puejeseN
ST Adpng SSandy Aarrqr]
aday L VN wySualdo W N VN 25010 | VN [enusD I

Indian Journal of Information, Library & Society, 35, 3-4 (2022):



212

Sankhayan Mukherjee & Swapan Kumar Patra

“arIsqam
SI3

lPursHooyg

uorssiuad

T IR 2a1 andoad
Ayred-parg 4 B Sure aaye
ha:._r_Cv Aieaqr afauyo
ysnoayl uado Jo aa1)
UUWMMHMM S ﬁmo_.“ucmn“ua
S22INOSEDT a[S00n X1 SR
2ISqa M
QWOs H_MM (Hrpoy Nk
Sty Jo Amaqi] uo painjed
LRI ] eusiq Er.@ﬁﬂm ATBIqrl
lensip enusH
B Mo | Siaquainny Adjod SS200V EiEIN
10U S20pP 1] 12aloag wysrasdo) VN VN VN uadO VN eapueydarg L
“AIeaqiT]
a1
ul ssa0oe
10}
ajqerieae
NvmdﬂN_ ST UDIA
s pozmsip
da aae s300q
oVdO __w .h__MM wBsdos
goaM s ) pue Areiqr
sey Areaqry SIOVISI A SS90V ABIQIE ey
UL VN VN | VN 123101 SASHI] QSOID | JO MOV WeloziN | 91
“Areaqry a2y
JO santanoe
‘ajsqom ‘OIS asnoy-ul
S ayl jo 11e suoddns
ySnouayy SanIAIDR JeY) W2)SAS
passanoe [EuanEINPD Juatagemer
a2q ued pue uonewoOINe
.m.:ﬁq_HUU—_ﬁ-U _.—Q.:.wumb.— \A.._Hu(:u:__
rensip au) Jasn-nnuw
awos roddns o, pajeasoalul
‘as5u2s anay 012 I'IAN st Aaeaqr ue sIgaIym Areaqr
ur Areaqip “Lreaqi a1 Jo aIeMm}Jos ANSIDATUM)
RSP jooga aannalqo BUOM SASN | SS200W GBI RER S
2 JON] PI10 AN urew ay ] | vN VN Areaqry sy uad VN mdiuepy | €

Indian Journal of Information, Library & Society, 35, 3-4 (2022):



Digital Library Initiativesin North East India: A Survey 213

This study considers various parameters to evaluate various digital libraries of North East
India. These parameters are; number of collections of the library, access mode of the library,
archiving software that used by the library, users’ statistics, copyright issues, policies, and third-
party access and so on. Table 2 shows that few libraries have open access (public can access
it) and some have the close access system (1P base authentication or remote access user 1D
and password) to acquire the digital library collections. These digital repositories are using
variousopen source aswell as closed library management softwarelike Koha, Libsys, Soul and
DSpace asrepository software. Theinstitutions do not have any policy regarding digital library
collection, meta data harvesting or retrieval issues. Though some libraries have their own
organized policy regarding copyright policy, privacy policy etc. Onthe other hand, some have
used third party organization such as Knimbus, Google etc. to search and retrieve their digital
library collections. Moreover, a very few libraries have uploaded their users’ statistics on the
website. So, itisdifficult to know the usages statistics from the website. The detail description
of thelibraries considered in this study areasfollows:

Rajiv Gandhi University Library

The Rajiv Gandhi University (earlier it was known as Arunachal University) is the foremost
institution for higher education and learning in the state of Arunachal Pradesh. Thelibrary has
acollection of about 64,400 books and has subscription of various national and international
journals. Moreover, thelibrary hascollection of 343 Ph.D. theses and 353 dissertations. However,
the digital collection of the library on the website is not mentioned*. The library is mainly
created to meet the needs of the students of the Ragjiv Gandhi University. Outsiders cannot
create an account in the library server for the access. The library is fully computerized and
there is library automation software RFID with KOHA. The copyright issue and collection
development policy are not clearly stated. The library used ‘Ebsco Discovery Service’ to provide
serviceto the users. The library has a social media page and it maintains its Facebook page,
where they post the latest news about their library.

Virtual Library Solution. Government of Arunachal Pradesh

Virtual Library Solutionsisthe Reference Library of the Department of Cultural Affairs,
Directorate of Research, Government of Arunacha Pradesh. The library was established in
the year 1976 to meet the need of researchers for the government of Arunachal Pradesh.
Thelibrary has a collection of more than 10,610 books, Journals, Reports etc. The Reference
Library has been completed thelibrary automation and digitization of rare booksand journals
for the users and devel oped the library into the virtua library?.

! Rajiv Gandhi University Library available at: https://rgu.ac.in/library/ (accessed on 28" September 2022)
2Virtual Library Solutionsisthe Reference Library of the Department of Cultural Affairs, Directorate of Research,
Government of Arunachal Pradesh. Availableat: http://referencelibraryresearch.conmvhistorical -background/ (accessed
on 28" September 2022
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Thedetails of library automation software, copyright issues and policiesare not clearly
stated. Its collection is open access for all. The website has visitors’” information and has its
ownWeb OPAC. Thelibrary website and digital collections are maintained by the third-party
service providers.

Arunachal University of Studies

We did not find anything in their website during our study. Therewas section for adigital
library in the particular institution’s website, but when we clicked on it, it did not forward it
anywhere. Actually there was no link for digital library in the website. Though users can
access NDLI from the website.

Digital Library of Assam

The library has the collection of 3,453 total digital books. Common people can’t access this
site. Actually, there is no user guide for accessing the e-resources, although thereis an e-
book list inthe website. We did not find anything about the library automation software
during our study. There are all copyright free booksin thelibrary. And main thing isthat the
library has it’s own copyright policy.

Digital Library: Raj Bhavan

Thelibrary has 239 of total digital collectionstill 15" sept,2022. Mainly we can accessthe
Govt. of Assam notifications, press releases etc form thislibrary. The library uses DSpace as
their repository software. And the site is open accessable for all. The website claims that
they havetotal of 123806 Visitorsin their site. The library hastheir own Web OPAC.

District Library, Guwahati

Thereisaparticular sectionfor digital library inthe site, but it leadsto the Digital Library of
Assam’s website.

National L aw University and Judicial Academy (NLUJAA) Diqgital Repository cum
Digital Library

The library has close access system. It is mainly used by the NLUJAA students. The
website displays usages statistics. Thelibrary has K oha as library automation software and
has own Web OPAC named as NLUJAA OPAC.

Diphu Government College

This institution’s digital library is called as First Digital Library initiative of North East India.
But the unexpected thing is that we could not able to access the site due to the site was
totally closed accessed for public.

Central Ingtitute of Technology. Kokrajhar

Thelibrary hastotal number of 14,260 astheir digital collections. It uses Soul 2.0 astheir
automation software. We did not find anything about users’ statistics, copyright issues and
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policiesof thedigital library from the website during our study. Thelibrary hasits own Web
OPAC. It provides service to its users through Knimbus as third-party management.

North-Eastern Hill University (NEHU) Central Library

NEHU Central library does not have much information about the library collection,
automation software, users’ statistics, copyright issues and policies of the digital library from
the website during this study. The library is open accessto all and it provides servicetoits
users through Knimbus as third-party management. The library has its own Web OPAC.

Central Library: Nagaland University

The library does not have information about the library collection, automation software, users’
statistics, copyright issuesand policies of thedigital library. Thelibrary is open access and has
has the remote access facility.

Teesta-Indus Central Library, Sikkim University

Teesta-Indus Central Library, Sikkim University uses DSpace as library repository software,
Koha as library automation software. The library uses IRINS which is web-based Research
Information Management (RIM) service developed by the Information and Library Network
(INFLIBNET) to connect to the scholarly network. The library has its own central library
mobile app to provide servicestoits users.

Manipur University Library

Thewebsite doesnot have much information about thelibrary collection and thelibrary automation
software. It is a close access system and has copyright policy. The library has its own Web
OPAC and remote accessfacility isavailablefor itsdigital collections.

Manipur Technical University Library

The library website does not have much information about the library collection, users’ statistics,
and copyright issues etc. The library has open access system. The library uses Koha software
which isan integrated multi-user library automation management system that supportsall in-
house activities of the library. The website has mentioned the other e-resources and have the
linksof NDL I, University Press Scholarship Online (UPSO), elib4u, World eBook Library and
so on through thiswebsite.

Mizoram Satel ibrary

Mizoram Sate Library is of the public library service under the Department of Art & Culture.
Thelibrary has collection of atotal of 316 rare and copyright books that are digitized. These
digital collectionsareavailablefor accessinthelibrary. Thelibrary has close access system. It
uses Libsysasitsautomation software and its own Web OPAC. Thereisnoinformation on the
copyright issue and policiesonthedigital library inthe website during our study.
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Birchandra Sate Central Library

Birchandra State Central Library islocated in Agartala, Tripura. It is the apex Library of the
Public Library system in Tripura. There is no information the library collection, automation
software, users’ statistics, and copyright issues of the digital library from the website during our
study. The library is open accessible for public and it has it’s own policies for maintaining the
library. Thelibrary hasgiventhelink to thefamousdigital libraries, for example, Project Gutenberg,
Digital Library of India, Google Books, Open Library, Free E-Books.net etc. Basically, it does
not own adigital library, but some e-resources can be accessed through some third-party site
from this website.

6. Conclusion

Digital Library initiativewasactudly started in Indiaat mid-1990s, but it got the pace at foremost
after 2000s. When the Information Technology and Internet came prominently in Indian market,
people actually started to think about the concept of digitization where in Europe there was
aready the concept of digitization and preservation theinformation as digitized version.

Althoughthedigita library initiativewas started in Indiain mid 1990s but very unexpected
that till now thereisnot much development intheinitiativefor digitizing theinformationinthe
libraries of the North-Eastern region. Although, there are acouple of digital librariesinthe NE
region of Indiatoday, but it isobserved that in maximum places users got trouble during the
time of accessing the digital content. Perhaps, the main problem is the management of digital
library dueto the lack of knowledge of the particular library management. Also, many of those
libraries only subscribe e-journals and provide users to get online access from any renowned
website through the institution’s website to get free e-content. Mainly digital libraries are seen
in the academic institutions’ websites are not active or working. So it can be pointed out that the
lack knowledge and professionalismin Indiain the case of making adigital library.

Therearemany digital libraries(or, digital repository) in North-East India(mainly inthe
academic ingtitutions), and they all claim that they have adigital library management system.
However, thereisalack of proper library management system. Some havethe different section
for digital library intheir particular website but thereisno link in the section for accessing the
digital library. Also, some have the digital library but the actual users’ statistics from the website
isnot available. Moreover, many libraries have the closed accessfor their digital collection.

Library networking by various agencies have been taking initiativesfor digital library
development in India. Amongst al other library Networks, INFLIBNET has been playing a
significant rolefor the modernization of University and College Librariesof Indiain general and
North-East Region of Indiain particular.

At present, Indiais not so advanced interms of digital library but there has been some
development. However, compared to thewhol e of India, there has been no significant devel opment
of digital librariesin north East India.So, thereis agreater need for astrong national policy that
may focusnot only inthe digital data consistency inthelibrary but also on the copyright issues
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and policiesto obey the basic criteriaabout theinformation rights about digitai zation to establish
adigita library inIndia.

Thisstudy isbased onthe selected digital librariesin NE India. Thisisalso based onthe
secondary information sources, particularly the websites on the respective websites. A
comparative study of digital library initiatives of other parts of Indiawill perhaps give abetter
and holigtic pictureof digital library initiativesin India.

Notes: The following websites are accessed for this study during July to September
2022

1 Rajiv Gandhi University Library availableat: https://rgu.ac.in/library/ (accessed on 28"
September 2022)

2. Virtual Library Solutionsisthe Reference Library of the Department of Cultural Affairs,
Directorate of Research, Government of Arunachal Pradesh. Available at: http://
referencelibraryresearch.com/historical-background/ (accessed on 28" September 2022

3. Arunachal University of studies  https.//www.arunachal university.ac.in/pages/
library(accessed on 18" September 2022)

4, Digital Library of Assam, Directorate of Library Services, Department of Cultural
Affairs, Government of Assam  https://publiclibraryservices.assam.gov.in/(accessed

on 18" September 2022)

5. Digital Library: Rg Bhavan, Assam http://rbassam.digitallibrary.co.in/(accessed
on 1" September 2022)

6. Assam District Library, Guwahati https.//publiclibraryservices.assam.gov.in/(accessed
on 1" September 2022)

7. National Law University and Judicial Academy Digital Repository cum Digital Library
http://librarynl uj aa.bl ogspot.com(accessed on 20"August 2022)

8. Diphu Government College http://diphugovernmentcollege.com/DGC/
CentralLibrary.action(accessed on 28" September 2022)

0. Central Institute of Technology, Kokrajhar http://centrallibrary.cit.ac.in/(accessed on
20MAugust 2022)

10. Central Library, North-Eastern Hill University https://www.nehu.ac.in/lib rary/
index.html (accessed on 1 August 2022)

11. Centra Library: Nagaland University https:/library.nagal anduniversity.ac.in/
?0=Digital%20L ibraries(accessed on 1% August 2022)

12. Teesta-IndusCentral Library, Sikkim University  https://library.cus.ac.in/index.php/
subj ect-wise-e-books/(accessed on 22 July 2022)

13.  Manipur University Library https.//mulibrary.manipuruniv.ac.in/(accessed on
220 July 2022)
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14.  Manipur Technical University Library http://mtu.ac.in/library/(accessed on 28"
September 2022)

15. Mizoram SateLibrary  https.//statelibrary.mizoram.gov.in/page/digital-
library(accessed on 9th July 2022)

16. Birchandra State Central Library https.//bescl.tripura.gov.in/(accessed on 9" July
2022)
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