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ABSTRACT:
Presents an analysis of the publication productivity, authorship pattern, channels of
communication, journal preference and language preference of Professor Dato . Khoo
Kay Kim, Professor of Malaysian History in the University of Malaya, Kuala Lumpur.
The results of this biobibliometric study indicate that he can be a role modelfor future
Malaysian historians to emulate his various achievementsespecially in the field oj
historv education
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INTRODUCTION
Biobibliometrics broadly refers to the
biographical study of the individual along
with bibliometric analysis of his publications. It has also been defined as the
quantitative and analytical method for
discovering and establishing functional
relationships between biodata and bibliodata elements (Sen and Gan, 1990).This
is different from the 'study of scientometric portrait, which often focuses on
the scientistSrather than academiciansor
researchersfrom the arts, humanities mId
social sciences. In scientometric studies,
much attention is given to the accomplishments of the scientific researcherin
tenus of qualitative and quantitative count
of Ius published works whether it is
books, chapter in books, conference papers. journal articles or otl1erdocuments.

The study of well-known scientis~s'has
beenconductedbibliometrically since the
early 1980's. Sinha and Bhatnagar in
1980 attemptedto study the works of an
internationally reputed plant pathologist
born in India but settled in Canada,R. C.
Sinha with emphasison his impact on the
world literature thro~lgh data obtained
from the .S'cienceCitation Index. Three
years later, Gupta alld Chandrasekhar
using data collected fro~ S'cienceCitation Index, conducteda citation analysis
on S. Chandrasekhar,the winner of the
1983 Nobel Prize for physics. A total of
his 401 works were cited 10, 359 times
during 1965-1980 of which six were
identified as citation classicsfor receiving
53% of all the citations. They concluded
that there is a high correlation in quantit)"
quality of works, citednessalld receipt of
honors and awards.
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In 1992, Mahapatrameasuredthe degree
of influence of Ranganatban'
s works on
Indian library and infonnation science
literature.He analyzedthe referencesprovided in journal articles and found that
after Ranganathan'
s death, he continues
to be cited frequently especiallyfor his
works on classificationandcataloguing.
Next. Gupta (1993) analyzedthe citations
for all~ publications of Xavier LePichonpertaining to sea floor spreadingfor the
period 1965-1979.He found that out of
the 127 cited publications, 13 items were
heavily and consistentlycited. However,
the most cited article is "Sea-floorspreading and continental drift" published in
Journal of Geophysical Research «73)
1968, 3661-3690)\vhich receiveda total
of 642 citations at the time of the study.
Sinhaand Ullah in 1993attempteda citation analysis to determine the citation
characteristicsof periodical articles and
books published by Ramachandranin the
field of cement and concretechemistry.
They found that he \\'a5certainlya highly
quoted scientist and more of his books
ratller than articleswerecitedKademani, Balakrishnan and Kalyane
(1994) presented\'adetailedscientometric
analysis of the publication output of
~dian nuclear physicist,P. K. Iyengarby
year, researchdomain, collaborationpattern, channel of communicationusedand
frequencyof keywords.It was found that
the period 1972-1976when Iyengar was
4145 years of age, was his most productive period with the highest publication activity. On the other hand, Kalyane
and Kalyane also in 1994 ~yzed 254
researchpublications of M.: S. Swaminathan.The resultsindicatedthat he could

be consideredas a role model among
agriculturalscientist.
In 1995KalyaneandMunnolli examined
the publicationsof T.S. West, an analytical chemistto find out the researchproductivity and patterns of collaboration.
They concludedthat West is eminently
qualified to be a role model for the
younger generation to emulate too.
Kalyanealso in 1995 conducteda study
on P. M. Bhargavain terms of publication
productivity coefficient, publication density, publication concentrationand averageBradford'smultiplier.
Kalyane and Sen (1996) carried out a
study of 422 articles published between
1956 to 1995 by the Nobel Laureate,
Pierre-Gillesde Gennes,a Frenchphysicist. The resultsindicatedthat the honors
and awardsreceivedby scientiststend to
attractmore collaboratorsand increasein
productivity. Kademani and ~yane in
1996 analyzed 164 papers by R. Chidarnbaram,a nuclearphysicist, published
during 1958-1993to identify highly' cited
papersas per ScienceCitation Index. The
resultsindicatethat self-assessment
by a
scientist about the significance of his
papers may not always tally with the
world opinion.
In 1997,Kalyaneand Kademaniconduc-

ted a studyon BarbaraMcClintock,.the
winner of Nobel Prize in physiology for
1983.They analysedher publications to
identify her peak period of publication
productivity, collaborating authors and
the extentof collaboration,the scattering
of publicationsin various sourcesand the
keywordsusedfor the titles in her papers.
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The most recent scientometric portrait
study is on C. R. Bhatia, a geneticistand
plant breeder conductedby Kalyane and
Sen (1998). A total of 129 puplications
published between 1961 and 1994 were
analyzed.Tie study found that CR Bhatia
has indeed establishedhimself as a leader
in the induced mutation breeding programmesof locally importantcrop plants.
The study of noted and well-known scientists has gained ground internationallybut
this type of study is yet to take root in this
part of the world. The above literature
indicates that the focus is mostly on
scientists especially from India. There is
no study on other researchersfrom the
arts, huIruinities and social sciencesdomains. Therefore, this paper is another
attempt to study biobibliometrically, a
well-known Malaysian historian and his
contributions towards a discipline other
than science.

OBJECTIVES
The objectivesof the presentstudyare:
1. to find out the publicationproductivitv. ;
.
2. to examinethe authorshippatternfor
publications: 3. to identify the channelof communicationsused;
4. to ascertainthe journal preference;
and
5. to detenninethe languagepreference
of the author.

METHODOLOGY
.
The list of publications of Prof. Khoo
numbering 205 comprising 60 journal
articles, 15 monographs/books,79 conference paperS, 23 lecwres/talks and 28

book chapters
publishedbetween1963.to
1998 were collected, verified and analyzed. The curriculum vitae which includes the list of publications of Prof.
Khoo was obtained.To this list is added
further searchesmade through telnetting
the online public accesscatalogueof the
University of Malaya's Library (telnet
202.185.96.1)andthe National Library of
Malaysia (teln~t 161.142.132.123)to
ascertaintheir holdings of Prof. Khoo' s
publications. Apart from that, certain
biographicaldetails which were not clear
or lackingin the curriculumvitae- were
checkedandverified using annualreports
of the Malaysian Branch of the Royal
Asiatic Societyof which he was President
between 1992-1995 and other related
sourcescontaininginformation about the
subjectunderstudy.Telephonecalls were
also madeto the subjectto clarify certain
details. From the collecteddata, analysis
of the publicationproductivity,authorship
pattern,channelsof communication,journal preferenceand languagepreferences
were found out. Finally, the subject was
given-a copy of the paper to verify the
accuracyof~ dataandotherinfonnation.
Here, it should be noted that this study
did not take into account publications
edited by' the historian and those publishedin newspapers.
In addition,miscellaneouspopularhistoricalarticleswritten
specially for school studentsin various
local magazinesare also not taken into
account for the purpose of this study.
Translatedarticles or booksfrom English
to Bahasa Melavu
and vice versa .are
.
counted

as one publication

only.

Further

to that, conferencepapers published as
journal articles or book chapters are
consideredonceonly.
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BI OGRAPIn CAL SKETCH
Khoo Kay Kim was born on 28thMarch
1937 in Karnpar, Perak, Malaysia. He
took his Bachelor's degree.in 1959 maoring in history from the University of
Malaya, Singapore.In 1967 he obtained
his M. A, (History) and his Ph.D. in 1974
with the thesis "The beginningsof political extremism in Malaya 1915-1935".
Both these higher degreeswere from the
University of Malaya,~ua1a Lumpur. He
\\'as also the first Malaysianto graduate
with a Ph.D. from the Arts Faculty"University of Malaya, sincethe foundationof
the university in 1949. Khoo Kay Kim
had the privilege to be trained as a historian under the noted .ProfessorK. G.
T regonningwho held the Raft1esChair of
'History (Tregonning, 1990;Cheah,1997).
.-\fter graduating from ilie university, he
started his career as a history teacherin
.J\nglo-ChineseSecondarySchool, Teluk
Intan, Perak. In 1967, after obtaininghis
M, A., he was offered the post of a
lecturer in the History Departmentof the
University of Malaya, his alma mater.
Befo~t that, he was a tutor (1964-1966)
and temporary assiStantlecturer (19661967).Here,'it shouldbe notedthat Khoo,
with his Chinese origin, also held the

- distinction of being the first tutor and

lecturer of the History Department,
University of Malaya, who used Bahasa
Melayu (Malay language),the national
languageof the country, asthe mediumof
instruction. He started conducting his
tutorials for the Malay medium students
from the Alam ShahSchooltotally in the
Malay' language from the 1965/1966
session.This historical achievementof a
non-Malayacademicianmadethe History
Department,one of the pioneeringdepart50

mentsin a local unive'rsityto use the
nationallanguageas the mediumof instruction.Two yearslater,he commenced
his lectureson Malaysianhistory in the
Malaylanguage
for the first year history
students
(Khoo,1994),In fact, according
to the EducationAct of 1961, Bahasa
Melayubecamethe mediumof instruction in the universityonly in 1983but
Khoo took a pioneeringstep in that
direction way back in 1965,-

In 1974,he was promotedto the post of
AssociateProfessorand in the very next
year, he was offered Professorshipof the
new Chair of Malaysian History. Apart
from teaching responsibilities, he also
played an active role in administrative
work, being the head of the History
Departmentfor severalyears, 1973-1974
and 1982-1984.He was also appointedas
the Dean, Faculty of Arts and Social
Sciencefor the years 1984-1986.He held
the post of Professor of Malaysian
History until 1992 when he reached55,
the mandatoryretirementage for Malaysian governmentservants. However, as
his servicewas still very much needed,he
was put on contractual basis in the
professorialscalefrom March 1992-1994
and" 1996 to November 1998. During
1994-1996,he was attachedto the Sports
Center of University of Malaya as its
Director, as he was also an ardent sports
fan, player and official especially of
soccerand athletics. As the Director of
the SportsCenter,University of Malaya,
he launchedthe first sportsdegreeacademic programmein the country during the
1995/1996 academicsession.At present,
Prof. Khoo is attachedto the Nanyang
TechnologicalUniversity in Singapore"as
a researchfellow.
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As a university academician,he played
supervisory roles in numerousM. A and
Ph.D. theses,as externalexamineraswell
as academicassessorfor variouslocal and
foreign universities. The foreign universities among others include Monash University, Australia; University of Adelaide,
New Zealand; National University of
Singapore, and University of Brunei.
Apart from that, Prof. Khoo was also
involved in the university curriculum
development. For exampleduring 19901995, he was a member of the Malay
Studies Academic Planning Committee,
University of Malaya and in 1995he was
a member of the Review Committee,
History Pepartment, Univer-sity of
Adelaide. New Zealand.
Apart from' being a distinguished
Professor of Malaysian History, he also
took interest in cultural andliterary fields.
He was a memberof the National Literary
Award Panel (1972-1976);National Advisory Council on Culture (1974-1976,
1990-); Board of Control, Literary and
Language Agency; History Terminology
Committee, Literary and Language
Agency (1968-i977).
.
In addition, he also found time to serveas
honorary editor for numeroushistorical
journals published by variouslearnedand
scholarly societies such as Malaysian

Historical Society (1979-1987),Malaysian
Museum Society (1982-), and Malaysian
Branch of the Royal Asiatic Society
(1994-1998). He is also a member,Board
of Directors, Institute of Strategic and
International StlxiifS,correspondingmember, Journal of SoutheastAsian Studies,
Department of History, National' University of Singapore and me.mber,Editorial Advisory Board. American Asian

Review.Prof. Khoo once held the office
of President, Malaysian Branch of the
Royal Asiatic Society for three years,
1992-1995.
Above all, Prof. Khoois a prolific contributor of articles, books and monographs on academicsubjectsand sports.
For his outstandingcontributionsto the
study of Malaysian history, the King of
Malaysia decoratedhim with a federal
award, Johan Setia'Mahkota (Companion of the Most EsteemedOrder of the
Crownof Malaysia,3rd Class)in 1982.In
1987,His Royal Highness,the Sultan of
Perak bestowedon him the state award.
Dato' Paduka Mahkota PeTak (Commander of the Order of the Crown of
Perak, 2ndClass) which entitled him to
use the title Dato' before his name In
1998, the Perak Governmentin recognition of his being a reno\\-nedPer:lk
historian and his manv
. contributionstowardsthe understandingof PerakHistor:-'
made him a 'lokoh Penulis Perak" or
,

Perak Prolific Writer (Khoo. 1999),

The illustrious career of Prof. Khoo
providesa virgin field for biobibliometric
study. MGreover, biobibliometric stUd~'
from fields other than sciencehas not ~'et
been attemptedas can be seen from the
literature revie\'.'. Hence, tl1is stUd)' is

going to be a trailblazer in the area of
biobibliometric studies conducted from
Malaysia.
FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION
Publication Productivity
Table 1 reveals the public:ltion productivity of Prof. Khoo touling 205 items
published between 1963-1998. In all, his
total productive age is 36 ye:1.rS
as his first
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publication was pub1ishedin 1963 when
he was 26. Fifty percentileage (the number of years during which 50% of the
papers were published starting from the
year of publication of the first paper,
Kalyane and Sen, 1998)is foundto be 27
years when he is 52 and was already
holding the post of Professorof Malaysian History in the History Department,
University of Malaya, the pinnacleof his
university teaching Career.It was at this
period that he was often chosenas the
external examiner in history for various
M. A. and Ph.D. thesisfor both foreign
and local institutions. In other words, by
this time, Prof. Khoo has attainedinternational recognition and statusas a scholar
on Malaysian history.
The averagepublication"productivity per
year is 5.7, the highest productiveyear
being 1992, when he produceda total of
16 papers at the age of 55. It is to be
noted that in 1992, Prof. Khoo reached
the mandatory retirem.entage but surprisingly it was the year when his productivity level was found to b~ the highest.
Apart from that, from 1992, his
productivity almost double comparedto
the pre-1992 years probably due to
lesser administration burden and daily
chores allowing him to- spendmore time
on research and writings (Khoo, 1999).
This result is comparableto the finding of
Kalyane and Sen (1998) which indicates
that C. R. Bhatia's most productiveperiod
also was when he reachedhis early and
mid-50s of his life. Apart from that,
Kalyane and Kademani (1997) also
reported that one of the peak'period of
productivity of Barbara McClintock, the
Nobel laureate in physioiogy for 1983is
when shereachedthe ageof 52.;56.

Authorship of Pattern
In all, only 2 out of 205 publicationsare
the result.of collaborative research.Of
these,one book entitled Masalah sosial
and politik di Malaysia was written with
Alias Mohamed, while one paper presentedin an internationalconferencewas
written with two others (Atan Long and
M. Puthucheary).Therefore, it substantiates the findings by Stevens (1956),
Stone (1982), Goi (1997) and Tiew
(1998) that Arts, Humanitiesand Social
Sciencescholarstend to work on their
own in their researchlife and does not
nonnally collaboratewith others.

Channel of Information
Table 3 revealsthe distribution of publicationsaccordingto various channelsof
communication.The mostpopularavenue
of communication is the conferences,
seminarsetc.Prof. Kboo presenteda total
of 79 papersin various seminars,conferences,workshops,symposia,colloquia,
etc. held both in Malaysia and overseas.
This makesup 38.5% of the total publi-:
cation productivity. The next preferred
channelof communicationis found to be
scholarly journals accounting for 60 or
29.3%. Chaptersin various books edited
by other authors ranks third with 28
contributions(13.7%),The otherchannels
of communicationin descendin~order of
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Table 3: Distribution of publicationsin variouschannels

-

-Rank

-

1
2
3
4
5

-

-

-

-

Channelof cnmmunication

i

i

Conferences,
etc.
Journals/SerialPublication

-,

Lectur~ alks

i

Books/Monograohs

preferenceare lecturesand talks 2'3(112%)
followed by books or monographstotaling 15 (7.3%).One interesting finding is
that conferences is the most preferred
channelof communicationof the scholar.
.~ to whether it is the same \vith other
historians or AHSS scholars'needsto be
explored.

-

-

60
28
23,
15
205

29.3
13.7
11.2
7.3
100.

79

I Bookchaoters

--

Percent%

Number

38.5

Journal Preference
Table 4 showsthe journal preferenceof
Prof. Khoo. Journal of the Malaysian
Branch of the RoyalAsiatic Societyranks
first with a taliy of 16 articles.It is to be
notedthat of the total 21 journals wherein
Prof. Khoo'sarticleswerepublished,15

Table 4: Journal Preferenceof Prof. Khoo

Rank

Title of Journal

-

No. Cumulative
Total

1

Journal of theMalaysianBranchafthe Royal
Asiatic SocietY
Jernal Sejarah(Journalof the Historical
SocietY.Universiti Malava)
Pemnjau Sejarah(Journalof theHistory
Teachers'Association)
i.\1alaysiain History (Journalof the
Malaysian Historical Societv)
Kekal Abadi (publishedby the Universityof
Malava's Librarv)
Jebat(Journalof the History Department,
National UniversitYof Malavsia)

-

2

5

6

16

16

1966-1998

9

25

1966-1978

5

30

1966:1969

5

35

1972-1982

4

39

1985-199]

"-

Journal of SoutheastAsia Studies
(Journal of the History Department. National
; ~niv~rsity of Singapore)
I

Sejarah (Journalof the History Depanment.
UniversitY of Malava)
9-21 r Thirteen otheriournals

-

\

~-~
FYP
= ~-First Year Publication. L yP

Period
FYP-LyP

=Last Year Publication

-.,
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are local, and the rest foreign namely
Singapore,Philippines, India and United
Statesof America. The top five journals
preferredby Prof. Khoo are localjournals
published by various historical societies
or associationsindicating the availability
of channels for historians to place their
articles in Malaysia. Nevertheless,the
number of journals is still small considering the fact that Prof. Khoo published
only 60 articles over a period of 36 years
from 1963-1998.However, it is clearthat
scholarly journals publishing history
articles are not lacking in Malaysia.
Language Preference
Table 5 shows the lang1!agesused by
Prof. Khoo for his publications. In all,
124 (60.5%) publications are in English
while the rest are in BahasaMelavu.
This
"
.
indicatesthat eventhough BahasaMelayu
is the medium of communicationin Malaysia, English is still widely - used in
scholarly writings in the field of history.
However, it is to be notedthat thenumber
of articles in Bahasa Melayu is not too
low, i.e. 81 (39.5%).

Table?: Languageusedin various
channelsof communication

CONCLUSION
Prof. Khoo hasindeedestablishedhimself
as a renownedMalaysianhistory scholar
and intellectual.The resultsof this biobibliometric study on him indicatethat he
can be a role model for future Malaysian
historiansto emulatehis vario~ achievements especially in the fi.eld of liistorj'
education.He was the first Professoron
MalaysianHistory, \':lhichwas createdin
1975in the History Department,University of Malaya. Not only has he contributedsignificantlyto local scholarlyjournals in the disseminationof historical
knowledgepertaining to this part of the
world especially Malaysian history, he
also presentednumerousconferencepapers in the intematioIial arena too, In
addition,he wasamongthe first to usethe
BahasaMelayu as the mediumof instruction in the university, and he also encouraged the \vriting of Malaysian hist°r:'
from the Malaysianpoint of view and the
using of analyticaltools to study history'.
Till this very moment,he is active and
contributing prolifically to the scholarly
endeavor of history education for the
youngergenerationas mentorandteacher
in Malavsia.
-
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