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Canadian Students & Plagiarism

1 Sokoloff, H. 2003, “One in three students admits to plagiarizing: 
Linked to teacher’s skill”, National Post, 30 August, p.A6.
2 Brown, L. 2004, “Toronto teen wins battle against McGill 
University over plagiarism-detector”, Canadian Press Newswire 
Toronto, 16 January.

28# of Canadian universities and colleges that 
subscribe to Turnitin™2

1 / 20# of Canadian students who admit to submitting 
a paper they had purchased online as their own1

1 / 3# of Canadian students who admit to plagiarizing 
at least once before graduating1
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Insert slide

Turnitin report example (pic?)

Turnitin. (n.d.). Sample originality report. Available 
from: <http://turnitin.com/static/popups/sample_ 
report.html> [30 March 2005].

CBC News.  (16 January 2005).  McGill student wins fight over anti-cheating 
website. Available from: <http://www.cbc.ca/story/canada/national/2004 
/01/16/mcgill_turnitin030116.html> [30 March 2005].
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Academic Integrity Policy

Truth*In*Education

Academic Integrity Subcommittee of the Committee on 
Student Affairs

Office of Academic Integrity

123Formal university body
responsible for monitoring AI

No
Don’t
KnowYes

University of Alberta Libraries.  (2005).  Truth in 
education. Available from: <http://www.uofaweb. 
ualberta.ca/TIE/> [30 March 2005].
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McGill University Academic Integrity Subcommittee on Student Affairs. 
(7 February 2005). Text-matching software. Available from: 
<http://www.mcgill.ca/integrity/textmatching/> [30 March 2005].

McMaster University Office of Academic Integrity. (n.d.). Turnitin.com.
Available from: <http://www.mcmaster.ca/academicintegrity/ 
iturnitin.cfm> [30 March 2005].
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Academic Integrity Promotion

No
Don’t
KnowYes
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2
Regular announcements about 
AI from the library (e.g. press, 
handouts, website)

3 
Statement on AI included in 
library materials

3
Discussion of AI included into 
librarian training
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AI Instruction Offered by the Library
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Instruction Related to AI
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Comments re: Instruction

“When there is a requirement in a specific course that plagiarism
detecting software is used, Information Literacy sessions 
facilitated for the course will include information about using it. 
Responsible use of information is typically always included in IL 
sessions.”

“U of A offers an annual Academic Integrity Week, with relevant 
instruction and workshops open to faculty, staff, and students.”

“Library maintains a comprehensive website on plagiarism, 
cyberplagiarism, and academic integrity.”    

“Librarians teach sessions in whole or in part on cyberplagiarism, 
citation guides, how to structure assignments (for faculty), how to 
research papers (for students), and bibliographic management 
software.”
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University of Alberta Libraries. (January 2004).  Guide to plagiarism and 
cyber-plagiarism. Available from: <http://www.library.ualberta.ca/ 
guides/plagiarism/> [30 March 2005].
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Librarian Collaboration
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Comments re: Collaboration

“We present a workshop for the Teaching Assistant Training 
Programme on supporting undergraduate research. In this 
workshop, one of the topics we touch on is plagiarism, why 
students do it, and strategies to prevent it. We also present a 
workshop for the Office of Teaching Advancement for Faculty on 
similar themes.”

“Disciplinary committee members are members of the academic 
staff so librarians could be members (in fact, there is one right 
now). A position for a librarian is not 'reserved', however.”

“I think librarians would be happy to help professors design better 
assignments but I don't know if any are actually doing this at the 
moment.”

“We hope to work collaboratively in the future.”

McGill University Academic Integrity Subcommittee on Student Affairs. (7 
February 2005). Strategies to reduce cheating and plagiarism. Available 
from: <http://www.mcgill.ca/integrity/strategies/> [30 March 2005].
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University of British Columbia Writing Centre. (2003).  Student to scholar 
online writing tutorial. Available from: <http://www.library.ubc.ca/hss/ 
instruction/sts/Whole_page.htm> [30 March 2005].
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Is Turnitin™ the Solution?

Some would say that it’s the sign of a mature 
technology to generate as many problems as 
it solves.

Theodore Roszak, 2004


