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FocusFocus
••Electronic journalsElectronic journals
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OutlineOutline
••What is Open Access?What is Open Access?
•• Current Status of Open AccessCurrent Status of Open Access
•• OJS at SFU LibraryOJS at SFU Library
•• Synergies ProjectSynergies Project
•• Some key issues/questionsSome key issues/questions
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OA Definitions from OEDOA Definitions from OED
1.1. Unrestricted admission or access (in early use freq. with Unrestricted admission or access (in early use freq. with 
reference to accepting or permitting sexual advances); an reference to accepting or permitting sexual advances); an 
unimpeded approach; usu. with unimpeded approach; usu. with toto and noun or pronoun. Also: and noun or pronoun. Also: 
the theory or policy of being accessible to all.  the theory or policy of being accessible to all.  16021602 T. T. 
DEKKERDEKKER Blurt MasterBlurt Master--ConstableConstable sig. E3sig. E3vv, By this meanes , By this meanes 
your secret friend may haue free and open accesse to you, your secret friend may haue free and open accesse to you, 
vnder the cullour of pricking you lessons. vnder the cullour of pricking you lessons. 
2.2. Library ScienceLibrary Science. Direct and unrestricted access for readers to . Direct and unrestricted access for readers to 
the shelves on which publications are kept; the system or policythe shelves on which publications are kept; the system or policy
of such access. of such access. 18941894 LibraryLibrary Nov. 344 Nov. 344 There is absolutely no There is absolutely no 
novelty about the principle of open access. novelty about the principle of open access. 

http://dictionary.oed.com.proxy.lib.sfu.ca/help/bib/oed2-d.html%22%20%5Cl%20%22-dekker%22%20%5Ct%20%22oedbib
http://dictionary.oed.com.proxy.lib.sfu.ca/help/bib/oed2-d.html%22%20%5Cl%20%22-dekker%22%20%5Ct%20%22oedbib
http://dictionary.oed.com.proxy.lib.sfu.ca/help/bib/oed2-d.html%22%20%5Cl%20%22-dekker%22%20%5Ct%20%22oedbib
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More OA DefinitionsMore OA Definitions
““Open access literature is digital, online, Open access literature is digital, online, 
free of charge, and free of most copyright free of charge, and free of most copyright 
and licensing restrictions.and licensing restrictions.”” (Suber)(Suber)
““It is about being able to find and read It is about being able to find and read 
research and scholarship online at no research and scholarship online at no 
additional cost.additional cost.”” (Willinsky)(Willinsky)
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OA Definition from DOAJOA Definition from DOAJ
Open AccessOpen Access (Directory of Open Access (Directory of Open Access 
Journals): We define open access journals Journals): We define open access journals 
as journals that use a funding model that as journals that use a funding model that 
does not charge readers or their does not charge readers or their 
institutions for access. From the BOAI institutions for access. From the BOAI 
definition [1] of "open access" we take the definition [1] of "open access" we take the 
right of "users to read, download, copy, right of "users to read, download, copy, 
distribute, print, search, or link to the full distribute, print, search, or link to the full 
texts of these articles" as mandatory for a texts of these articles" as mandatory for a 
journal to be included in the directory.journal to be included in the directory.
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Budapest Open Access Initiative Budapest Open Access Initiative 
““from a small but lively meeting convened from a small but lively meeting convened 
in Budapest by the Open Society Institute in Budapest by the Open Society Institute 
(OSI) on December 1(OSI) on December 1--2, 2001. The 2, 2001. The 
purpose of the meeting was to accelerate purpose of the meeting was to accelerate 
progress in the international effort to make progress in the international effort to make 
research articles in all academic fields research articles in all academic fields 
freely available on the internet.freely available on the internet.””
http://www.soros.org/openaccesshttp://www.soros.org/openaccess

http://www.soros.org/openaccess
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OA Definition from BOAIOA Definition from BOAI
free availability on the public internet, permitting free availability on the public internet, permitting 
any users to read, download, copy, distribute, any users to read, download, copy, distribute, 
print, search, or link to the full texts of these print, search, or link to the full texts of these 
articles, crawl them for indexing, pass them as articles, crawl them for indexing, pass them as 
data to software, or use them for any other lawful data to software, or use them for any other lawful 
purpose, without financial, legal, or technical purpose, without financial, legal, or technical 
barriers other than those inseparable from barriers other than those inseparable from 
gaining access to the internet itself. The only gaining access to the internet itself. The only 
constraint on reproduction and distribution, and constraint on reproduction and distribution, and 
the only role for copyright in this domain, should the only role for copyright in this domain, should 
be to give authors control over the integrity of be to give authors control over the integrity of 
their work and the right to be properly their work and the right to be properly 

k l d d d it dk l d d d it d
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Adoption of OA PoliciesAdoption of OA Policies
More universities adopting an OA policy, More universities adopting an OA policy, 
(none in Canada)(none in Canada)
More funding agencies mandating OA: More funding agencies mandating OA: 
National Institutes of Health (NIH); Social National Institutes of Health (NIH); Social 
Sciences & Humanities Research Council Sciences & Humanities Research Council 
(SSHRC)(SSHRC)
Commercial vendors adapting OA policies: Commercial vendors adapting OA policies: 
Blackwell, Oxford, SpringerBlackwell, Oxford, Springer



April 22, 2006April 22, 2006 BCLA/BCLTA ConferenceBCLA/BCLTA Conference 1111

Impact FactorImpact Factor
““...five BMC journals ranked in the top five ...five BMC journals ranked in the top five 
journals in their specialties, and PLoS journals in their specialties, and PLoS 
Biology, in its first year with an impact Biology, in its first year with an impact 
factor, scored a 13.9, making it the number factor, scored a 13.9, making it the number 
one journal in the category of general one journal in the category of general 
biology.biology.”” (from SPARC Open Access (from SPARC Open Access 
Newsletter, January 2006)Newsletter, January 2006)
““An OA distribution model did not An OA distribution model did not 
appreciably alter the performance of a appreciably alter the performance of a 
journal, either positively or negatively.journal, either positively or negatively.””
(from Thomson ISI Web of Science Study(from Thomson ISI Web of Science Study
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““The Facts About Open AccessThe Facts About Open Access””
Study by Association of Learned and Study by Association of Learned and 
Professional Society Publishers, October Professional Society Publishers, October 
20052005
41% of Full Open Access journals 41% of Full Open Access journals 
operated with a shortfall, compared with operated with a shortfall, compared with 
24% that broke even, and 35% that made 24% that broke even, and 35% that made 
a surplus. a surplus. 
74% of OA journals have never published 74% of OA journals have never published 
a print edition.a print edition.
http://www.alpsp.org/default.htmhttp://www.alpsp.org/default.htm

http://www.alpsp.org/default.htm
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OJS at SFU LibraryOJS at SFU Library
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OJS at SFU LibraryOJS at SFU Library
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OJS at SFU LibraryOJS at SFU Library
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SynergiesSynergies
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SynergiesSynergies
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Key IssuesKey Issues
What does open access offer public What does open access offer public 
and other libraries, especially with and other libraries, especially with 
respect to a potential role as respect to a potential role as 
publisher?publisher?
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Key IssuesKey Issues
Is open access publishing Is open access publishing 
economically viable?economically viable?
Is academic publishing economically Is academic publishing economically 
viable?viable?
Are libraries economically viable?Are libraries economically viable?
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Key IssuesKey Issues
Appropriate roles for libraries in Appropriate roles for libraries in 
supporting open access?supporting open access?
What if....What if....
A metaphorA metaphor
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The Access PrincipleThe Access Principle
““A commitment to A commitment to 
the value and the value and 
quality of research quality of research 
carries with it a carries with it a 
responsibility to responsibility to 
extend the extend the 
circulation of such circulation of such 
work as far as work as far as 
possible and ideally possible and ideally 
to all who are to all who are 
interested in it andinterested in it and



““The Library As ArchivistThe Library As Archivist””
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Institutional Repositories Institutional Repositories –– Some Some 
Definitions Definitions 

““an electronic system that captures, preserves, an electronic system that captures, preserves, 
and provides access to the digital work products and provides access to the digital work products 
of a communityof a community”” (Foster and Gibbons, 2005)(Foster and Gibbons, 2005)
““The IR is a digital archive, owned and The IR is a digital archive, owned and 
maintained at either departmental or institutional maintained at either departmental or institutional 
levellevel”” ((LoughboroughLoughborough University)University)
““it is a Webit is a Web--based archive of scholarly material based archive of scholarly material 
produced by the members of a defined produced by the members of a defined 
institutioninstitution”” (Chan, 2004)(Chan, 2004)
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Institutional Repositories Institutional Repositories –– Some Some 
Definitions (cont.)Definitions (cont.)

““A universityA university--based institutional repository is a based institutional repository is a 
set of services that a university offers to the set of services that a university offers to the 
members of its community for the management members of its community for the management 
and dissemination of digital materials created by and dissemination of digital materials created by 
the institution and its community members. It is the institution and its community members. It is 
most essentially an organizational commitment most essentially an organizational commitment 
to the stewardship of these digital materials, to the stewardship of these digital materials, 
including longincluding long--term preservation where term preservation where 
appropriate, as well as organization and access appropriate, as well as organization and access 
or distribution.or distribution.”” (Lynch, 2003)(Lynch, 2003)
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Institutional Repositories Institutional Repositories –– Some Some 
Definitions (cont.)Definitions (cont.)

"An institutional repository (IR) is a digital "An institutional repository (IR) is a digital 
collection of a university's intellectual output. collection of a university's intellectual output. 
Institutional repositories centralize, preserve, Institutional repositories centralize, preserve, 
and make accessible the knowledge generated and make accessible the knowledge generated 
by academic institutions. They also form part of by academic institutions. They also form part of 
a larger global system of repositories, which are a larger global system of repositories, which are 
indexed in a standardized way and searchable indexed in a standardized way and searchable 
using one interface, providing the foundation for using one interface, providing the foundation for 
a new model of scholarly publishing." (Canadian a new model of scholarly publishing." (Canadian 
Association of Research Libraries)Association of Research Libraries)
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IR SoftwareIR Software

Registry of Open Access Repositories Registry of Open Access Repositories 
((http://archives.eprints.org/http://archives.eprints.org/) lists about 15 ) lists about 15 
types of IR software (incl. types of IR software (incl. ““otherother””))
Guide to Institutional Repository Software Guide to Institutional Repository Software 
((www.soros.org/openaccess/software/www.soros.org/openaccess/software/) ) 
lists 9 types of IR softwarelists 9 types of IR software
–– DD--Space (Space (www.dspace.orgwww.dspace.org)(MIT)(MIT))
–– EPrintsEPrints ((www.eprints.orgwww.eprints.org) (University of ) (University of 

Southampton)Southampton)

http://archives.eprints.org/
http://www.soros.org/openaccess/software/
http://www.eprints.org/
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What Goes Into What Goes Into IRsIRs
The digital output of a communityThe digital output of a community
Can find:Can find:
–– Articles Articles –– prepre--prints and/or postprints and/or post--printsprints
–– Theses, dissertationsTheses, dissertations
–– Learning objectsLearning objects
–– Working papersWorking papers
–– Conference papersConference papers
–– ReportsReports
–– Entire journals Entire journals –– IR is the IR is the ““homehome”” for the journalfor the journal
–– AV materialAV material
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The Canadian IR SceneThe Canadian IR Scene
Directory of Open Access Repositories Directory of Open Access Repositories 
((www.opendoar.orgwww.opendoar.org) ) –– 18 Canadian repositories18 Canadian repositories
RegisteryRegistery of Open Access Repositories of Open Access Repositories 
((http://http://archives.eprints.orgarchives.eprints.org) ) –– 33 Canadian 33 Canadian 
repositoriesrepositories
CARL Institutional Repositories Project CARL Institutional Repositories Project 
((((http://www.carlhttp://www.carl--
abrc.ca/projects/institutional_repositories/institutiabrc.ca/projects/institutional_repositories/instituti
onal_repositoriesonal_repositories--e.htmle.html) ) –– 15 Canadian 15 Canadian 
repositoriesrepositories

http://www.opendoar.org/
http://archives.eprints.org/
http://www.carl-abrc.ca/projects/institutional_repositories/institutional_repositories-e.html
http://www.carl-abrc.ca/projects/institutional_repositories/institutional_repositories-e.html
http://www.carl-abrc.ca/projects/institutional_repositories/institutional_repositories-e.html
http://www.carl-abrc.ca/projects/institutional_repositories/institutional_repositories-e.html
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Some IssuesSome Issues

Getting content into Getting content into IRsIRs
OA material vs. restricted material in OA material vs. restricted material in IRsIRs
Born digital vs. made digitalBorn digital vs. made digital
CostsCosts
Institutional repositories vs. subject Institutional repositories vs. subject 
repositories repositories -- Open Access Repositories Open Access Repositories 
(OAR)(OAR)



““The role of open access in The role of open access in 
the careers of upcoming the careers of upcoming 

professionalsprofessionals””
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StudentsStudents
Tailor your program & activities to include OATailor your program & activities to include OA

•• Practicum, CoPracticum, Co--Op, Professional Experience ProjectOp, Professional Experience Project
•• Topic for papers, group projectsTopic for papers, group projects
•• Publish summaries of OA speaking events (BCLA Publish summaries of OA speaking events (BCLA 

Reporter, Reporter, FeliciterFeliciter, E, E--LIS)LIS)
•• Write articles on OA for publication in LIS journalsWrite articles on OA for publication in LIS journals
•• SelfSelf--archive your OA work in archive your OA work in EE--LISLIS
•• Educate your professorsEducate your professors
•• Join the BCLA Information Policy CommitteeJoin the BCLA Information Policy Committee
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StudentsStudents

Get involved in developing the toolsGet involved in developing the tools
•• Digitization, access, and preservation projects for Digitization, access, and preservation projects for 

local groups (nonlocal groups (non--profits, community organizations, profits, community organizations, 
museums, galleries, libraries)museums, galleries, libraries)

•• Help develop open source tools (OJS)Help develop open source tools (OJS)
•• Help design impact measurements (like Help design impact measurements (like citation citation 

correlatorcorrelator) that take advantage of the many new kinds ) that take advantage of the many new kinds 
of usage data available for OA sources; of usage data available for OA sources; 

•• Participate in the Open Archives Initiative; subscribe Participate in the Open Archives Initiative; subscribe 
to mailing lists (general or technical discussion group)to mailing lists (general or technical discussion group)

http://citebase.eprints.org/analysis/correlation.php
http://citebase.eprints.org/analysis/correlation.php
http://citebase.eprints.org/analysis/correlation.php
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StudentsStudents

Take your expectations of the scholarly Take your expectations of the scholarly 
communications process with youcommunications process with you
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Librarians (and/or Students)Librarians (and/or Students)

JoinJoin SPARCSPARC (Scholarly Publishing and (Scholarly Publishing and 
Academic Resources Coalition)  Academic Resources Coalition)  
((http://http://www.arl.org/sparcwww.arl.org/sparc/)/)
–– Consortium of academic libraries actively Consortium of academic libraries actively 

promoting OApromoting OA
–– Join its listserv (SOAF Join its listserv (SOAF ---- the SPARC Open the SPARC Open 

Access Forum)Access Forum)

http://www.arl.org/sparc/
http://www.arl.org/sparc/)
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Librarians (and/or Students)Librarians (and/or Students)

Include OA journals in the library Include OA journals in the library 
cataloguecatalogue

Directory of Open Access JournalsDirectory of Open Access Journals offers offers 
its its journal metadatajournal metadata free for free for 
downloadingdownloading

http://www.doaj.org/
http://www.doaj.org/articles/questions/#metadata
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Librarians (and/or Students)Librarians (and/or Students)
Learn (more) about Learn (more) about IRIR’’ss

Collaborate with other librarians to launch an Collaborate with other librarians to launch an 
OA, OAIOA, OAI--compliant IRcompliant IR

"OAI"OAI--compliant"compliant" = can search across OAI= can search across OAI--
compliant archives without visiting separate compliant archives without visiting separate 
archives and running separate searchesarchives and running separate searches

Educate faculty and administrators on Educate faculty and administrators on IRsIRs
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Librarians (and/or Students)Librarians (and/or Students)
Once youOnce you’’ve got an IRve got an IR……

•• Help faculty deposit their articlesHelp faculty deposit their articles
•• Register your IR atRegister your IR at
http://archives.eprints.org/eprints.php?action=addhttp://archives.eprints.org/eprints.php?action=add

•• Register official selfRegister official self--archiving policy at archiving policy at 
http://http://www.eprints.org/openaccess/policysignup/sign.phpwww.eprints.org/openaccess/policysignup/sign.php

•• Feature Feature ““Faculty article of the dayFaculty article of the day”” (from your (from your 
IR) on university homepageIR) on university homepage

http://archives.eprints.org/eprints.php?action=add
http://www.eprints.org/openaccess/policysignup/sign.php
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Librarians (and/or Students)Librarians (and/or Students)
Consider publishing an OA journalConsider publishing an OA journal

““Guide to Business Planning for Launching a Guide to Business Planning for Launching a 
New Open Access JournalNew Open Access Journal””

http://www.soros.org/openaccess/oajguides/html/http://www.soros.org/openaccess/oajguides/html/
business_planning.htmbusiness_planning.htm

SPARC'sSPARC's list of journal management softwarelist of journal management software
http://http://www.arl.org/sparc/resources/pubres.htmlwww.arl.org/sparc/resources/pubres.html

http://www.arl.org/sparc/resources/pubres.html
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Librarians (and/or Students)Librarians (and/or Students)
Get (more) informed about The Big DealGet (more) informed about The Big Deal

Peter Peter SuberSuber’’ss list of documents fromlist of documents from
universities that have issued public universities that have issued public 
statements about their concerns and/or statements about their concerns and/or 
rejection of The Big Dealrejection of The Big Deal
http://www.earlham.edu/~peters/fos/lists.htmhttp://www.earlham.edu/~peters/fos/lists.htm

#actions#actions

http://www.earlham.edu/~peters/fos/lists.htm#actions
http://www.earlham.edu/~peters/fos/lists.htm#actions
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Librarians (and/or Students)Librarians (and/or Students)

Join the BCLA Information Policy Join the BCLA Information Policy 
CommitteeCommittee

Join the IPC discussion list Join the IPC discussion list 
http://http://www.bcpl.gov.bc.ca/bcla/bcla/listwww.bcpl.gov.bc.ca/bcla/bcla/list
servsservs//

http://www.bcpl.gov.bc.ca/bcla/bcla/listservs/
http://www.bcpl.gov.bc.ca/bcla/bcla/listservs/
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Your SpeakersYour Speakers
G.W. Brian OwenG.W. Brian Owen
Associate Univ. Associate Univ. LibnLibn. Processing & Systems . Processing & Systems 
Simon Fraser University Library Simon Fraser University Library 
Tel: (604) 268Tel: (604) 268--7095 7095 
brian_owen@sfu.cabrian_owen@sfu.ca
Andrew WallerAndrew Waller
Serials LibrarianSerials Librarian
University of CalgaryUniversity of Calgary
Tel: (403) 220Tel: (403) 220--81338133
waller@ucalgary.cwaller@ucalgary.caa
Lesley PerkinsLesley Perkins
Information Management Systems LibrarianInformation Management Systems Librarian
Research & Knowledge CentreResearch & Knowledge Centre
Canada Border Services AgencyCanada Border Services Agency
Tel: (604) 666Tel: (604) 666--08120812
Lesley.Perkins@cbsaLesley.Perkins@cbsa--asfc.gc.caasfc.gc.ca

mailto:brian_owen@sfu.ca
mailto:waller@ucalgary.ca
mailto:Lesley.Perkins@cbsa-asfc.gc.ca
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