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Abstract

The current status of the academic libraries in Greece is exam-
ined. A brief summary of each academic institution and its li-
brary is given. Collection development, staff, and the biblio-
graphic organization of the materials are described. The bib-

Introduction

Panepistimia (universities), polytechnia (schools
of engineering) and Anotates Scholes (higher
schools) are the academic institutions in Greece.
The schools of engineering are either autonomous
or belong to a university. There are a total of eight-
een public academic autonomous institutions in
Greece. On the other hand Technological Educa-
tional Institutions (TEI) are three and a half year
technical colleges.

In 1984 Dr. Krikelas published a paper that was
the first serious appraisal of the problem areas
that Greek academic libraries were facing. The
problem areas were: collection development, bib-
liographic organization, and personnel (1). Four-
years later, in a paper by Birk and Karageorgiou,
the status of nine academic libraries was given as
well as the legislation that concerned academic li-
braries (2). A report of Greek academic libraries
was wrilten in 1991 by Zachos and Papaioannou
(3). The report included recommendations to
make the academic libraries function better. In
1992, Dean Keller as editor published a collection
of essays for the Greek academic libraries (4).

Did the academic libraries find solutions to their
problems? What has changed in the last 10 years?
This paper provides a description of all academic
institutions and their libraries. The current status

liographic standards that libraries apply, automation and ret-
rospective conversion are presented. General assessments,
short presentation of automation systems and areas for devel-
opment are also provided.

of collection development, personnel, bibliograph-
ic organization and automation is examined. The
paper serves as an update of the older papers
about the status of academic libraries in Greece.

Data collection

The data for this paper were collected using a va-
riety of methods: by personal contact during the
Third Meeting of the Academic Librarians in
Thrace, 9-11 November 1994, with a questionnaire
that was sent to 50 academic libraries and with
telephone interviews for the libraries of Universi-
ty of lonio. For the Aristotle University of Thessal-
oniki the personal experience of the two writers
brings in an additional perspective.

The academic mstitutions and their libraries

The National Kapodistrian University of Athens
(N.K.U. Athens) was founded in 1837 and was
called Othoneio University. In 1862 it was renamed
National University and finally obtained its cur-
rent name. The University consists of nine schools,
and 24 departments with 45,000 students. The old
campus is still in the center of Athens but there are
many buildings dispersed all over the city (fifteen
different locations). The libraries are isolated and
work independently from each other There are
about 40 departmental and/or sectional libraries.



Even though it was the first (5) university
founded in Greece, the status of its library system
is rather chaotic. There is no coordination nor a
union catalog of the collection. There are small un-
organized collections that can hardly be consid-
ered libraries. Some of these have rather large col-
lections. Every library processes its own material
and follows different standards in bibliographic
organization. As a result some libraries are well
organized, others not. Here are some indicative
data for libraries that answered the questionnaire:

The sectional library of the Classical Studies De-
partment has 50,000 volumes and 350 serial titles.
It follows Anglo-American Cataloguing Rules
Rev.2 (AACR?2), it has its own developed classifi-
cation system, and the subject headings are not
based on any of the standard headings. The card
catalog provides author, title and subject access.

The sectional library of the Byzantine & Modern
Greek Philology follows AACR2, Dewey Decimal
Classification (DDC), and Library of Congress
Subject Headings (LCSH). It holds 22,000 volumes
and 500 journals. The card catalog provides the
three traditional access points (author, title, sub-
ject).

The sectional library of Private Law (Labour
Law & Social Insurance) of the Law School was
founded in 1982 and has 3,500 titles and 50 jour-
nals. It follows AACR2, Universal Decimal Classi-
fication (UDC), and no specific thesaurus for sub-
ject headings. It is automated with the ABEKT
system (a short description of the integrated li-
brary information systems (ILIS) used in Greek ac-
ademic institutions is given in APPENDIX) and
uses UNIMARC format.

The sectional library of Private Law (Trade &
Nautical Law) has 12,500 volumes and 120 serial
titles. It follows AACR2, UDC, and no specific the-
saurus for subject headings. It is automated with
the ABEKT system and uses UNIMARC format.

The sectional library of the Primary Education
Department was founded in 1990. The depart-
ment has been in function since 1986 and has 2,000
students. The library follows AACR2, DDC, and
no specific thesaurus for subject headings. The
ABEKT system is used for automation of library
functions.

The library of the Physical Education Depart-
ment (4,000 students) has 12,000 volumes, 180 se-
rial titles and a collection of 7,000 dissertations, It
follows AACR2, DDC but no specific thesaurus

for subject headings. It is automated with the
ANALOGIO system and uses UNIMARC format.
It cooperates with physical education libraries in
four universities (6) of Greece for document deliv-
ery. It seems to be one of the most organized and
active libraries in the university.

The library of the School of Dentistry was
founded in 1978. Tt has 2,000 volumes and 175 se-
rial titles. It follows AACR?2, National Library of
Medicine (NLM) classification schemes and Medi-
cine Subject Headings (MeSH). They maintain
only a subject card catalog. The library uses the
ABEKT system.

[n addition to the old, some newly established
departments make an effort to create libraries. The
department of Nursing is one of those, In the be-
ginning the department belonged in the School of
Medicine (7). Since 1993, the department has been
autonomous. It consists of four sections that are
located in different buildings and has 240 stu-
dents.

There is a building where a medical library will
be created for all departments of the Medical
School.

The Higher School of Fine Arts (8) (H. S. Fine
Arts) was founded in 1837. Since 1930, it had been
an autonomous university. It is housed in six
buildings in Athens. The main building is located
in the center of the city and there are five addition-
al locations with specialized laboratories. It also
has six art stations in Delphi, Mithimna of Lesbos,
Mykonos, Rethymno, Rhodes and Hydra. The
school has 466 students and one library that is
housed in the main building with 19,000 volumes
and 74 serial titles. The library uses the UDC clas-
sification schemes and maintains author and sub-
ject card catalogs.

The National Metsovian School of Engineering
(N.Metsov. S.Eng) has 10,000 students in nine de-
partments. It is located in two campuses in the city
of Athens and was founded in 1914, There are two
main libraries {one on each campus). Books are
also found in an unknown number of locations in
departmental or in sectional libraries or in the fac-
ulty’s offices. The card catalogs are maintained in
two copies, one in each library. The two libraries
have 400 serial titles. Another 800 serial titles are
dispersed in different locations on the campuses.
It follows its own developed version of AACR2
and DDC. The library has just bought an ILIS
called ALEF and it has a mini computer, an Ether-



Table 1. Academic institutions by date of founding,

Institution Found Students Volumes Serial Titles
N. K. U. Athens: 45,000 N/A N/A
Classic N/A 50,000 350
Byzantine N/A 22,000 500
Priv. Law N/A 3,500 50
Trade Law N/A 12,500 120
Phys. Ed. 4,000 12,000 180
Dentistry N/A 2,000 175
H. 5. Fine Arts 1837 166 19,000 74
N. Metsov. 5. Eng 1914 10,000 80,000 400
A. U. Econ & Bus. 1920 7,000 60,000 700
Agr. U. Athens 1920 3,500 11,000 410
A U. Thes/niki 1925 50,000 1,600,000 3,500
Panteio U, 1930 10, 000 60,000 550
U. Pireas 1958 12,000 40,000 300
U. Macedonia 1957 8,500 60,000 600
U. Ioannina 1964 7,000 160,000 2,300
U. Patra 1964 14,000 14,000 1,500
D. U. Thrace: 1973
Xanthi 2,500 45,000 1,300
Komotini:
Law 2,500 75,000 460
Phys Ed 1,000 9,000 300
Hist 200 7,000 150
Alexandroup:
Medicine N/A 1,500 530
Education N/A 1,600 170
U. Crete: 1973
Herakleio 2,000 60,000 250
Rethymno 2,500 190,000 700
S. Eng. Crete 1977 800 23,000 600
U. Aegeo:
Samos 1984 300 7,500 120
Chios 1985 600 9,000 150
Mitilini 1986 900 6,000 250
Rhodes N/A 500 2,000 N/A
U. lonio 1984 1,000 32,000 600
U. Thessalia 1984 N/A 28,000 300
Charokopeios 1984 N/A 4,000 5
Totals: 182,266 2,706,600 17,59

net Local Area Network (LAN), 10 personal com-
puters (PCs), and one SPARC-station. The two li-
braries will be connected either with leased lines
or through the Internet.

The Athens University of Economics and Busi-
ness (A. U. Econ&Bis) was formed in 1920 (Law
2191) as a Higher School of Commercial Studies.
In 1926 its name changed to Higher School of Eco-
nomics and Commercial Sciences. The school was
known with the acronym ASOEE. In 1989, with
the Presidential Decree 377, the name Athens Uni-
versity of Economics and Business was given. The
university has 10,000 students in six departments:
Management and Administration, Economics, In-

ternational and European Financial Studies, Busi-
ness Administration and Marketing, Informatics,
and Statistics. The library was founded in 1935
and has 60,000 volumes and 700 serial titles, The
DDC classification of the materials started in 1978.
Since 1989, the library uses the ILIS EQUILIBRI-
UM and UNIMARC for electronic cataloguing,
The Agricultural University of Athens (Agr. U.
Athens) was founded in 1920 (Act 1844, January
14). Today it has 3,500 students in seven depart-
ments. It is housed on one campus and has a cen-
tral library, with about 41 departmental and sec-
tional libraries. The central library has approxi-
mately 11,000 volumes and 80 serial titles. There






