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WE WILL NEVER BE SILENT '

On January 7th we were surrounded at Bahati
by the colonial army.

We will never be silent
until we get land to cultivate
and freedom in this country of ours, Kenya.

Home Guards were the first to go and close the gates
and Johnnies entered while the police surrounded the
location.

You, traitors! You dislike your children,
caring only for your stomachs;

You are the enemies of our people.

We will never be silent

until we get land to cultivate
and freedom in this country of ours, Kenya.

! Mau Mau liberation song, quoted in Mathu (1974), pp. 23-24.



POVERTY CAN BE STOPPED

“The poor are the Mau Mau. Poverty can be stopped,

but not by bombs and weapons from the imperialists.

Only the revolutionary justice of the struggles of the
poor can end poverty for Kenyans.”

KIMAATHI WA WACHIURI
in a letter he wiote_from his headquarters in Nyandarua in 1955 to the Nairobi
newspaper Habari za Dunia
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YOU CANNOT UNEDUCATE
THE PERSON

Once social change begins, it cannot be reversed.
You cannot uneducate the person who has learned to
read. You cannot humiliate the person who feels pride.

You cannot oppress the people who are not afraid

anymore.

- CESAR CHAVEZ"®

? Cesar Chavez founded United Farm Workers of America, AFL-CIO in 1962. Quoted by
Dana Lubow in a posting to owner-PLGNet-L@listproc.sjsu.edu on 2 April 2005. Details
about the United Farm Workers of America are available from www.ufw.org [accessed 3

April, 2005]
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INTRODUCTION

A voice of silence
NGUGI WA THIONG’O

Information is power in war and peace. But information, particularly in the
struggle between the dominated and the dominating, is never neutral. The
dominating try to control the sources, agents and contents of information.
They want the dominated to view the world through the filters of the
dominating. What they choose to package, how they package it, and even
how, when and where they choose to spread the packaged information are
all geared to realising their strategic and tactical ends of dominating. But the
dominated do not just absorb the information as packaged. They will read
between and behind the lines. But more important they will also try to collect
and package information which will counter that of their enemies. For in
order for them to struggle with a measure of success they must arm their
minds with the correct data of what is really going on around them. The
packaged information of the dominating aims at creating confusion or
silence among the dominated. The packaged information of the dominated
aims at providing clarity and voice to their struggle. It gives voice to silence.
Never be Silent in word, mind and spirit becomes their motto, law and order.
Information is therefore a site of intense struggle and nowhere is this better
illustrated than in a colonial situation.

All this, and more, 1s very well captured in Durrani's narrative of publishing
in Kenya from the times of the Berlin Conference of 1884 to the Lancaster
House Conference of 1963. And what a tremendous exemplary effort it is
covering as it does the entire colonial period of Kenyan history from the
earliest information bulletins of the colonial settler state to the Mau Mau
publishing efforts in the fifties and sixties! Information in the print and oral
media was vital to the resistance struggles of the Kenyan people and
contributed in a large measure to their very successes. And that is why the
British and the colonial state spent so much energy not only in producing
counter-propaganda but also used the legal system to ban the information
emanating from those on the side of the Kenya people’s struggle. In a sense
Durrani's narrative documents the monumental failure on the part of the



colonial machine and independence of the country in 1963 is a proof of that
failure or i another sense a proof of the success of the information
strategies and tactics of the Kenyan anti-colonial struggle.

That is why it 1s impossible to read this fascinating drama without realising
the enormity of the ideological crimes perpetrated by the successive post-
colonial KANU regimes against the Kenyan people. These regimes have
literally tried to take the colonial measures and practices a stage further.
Where, for instance, in pre-independence Kenya there were several
newspapers and magazines in African languages, these regimes ensured that
for more than twenty-five years, there were hardly any meaningtul
newspapers or magazines in African languages. Where, in colonial Kenya,
there were radio stations catering to the various regions in their dominant
languages, the post-colonial regimes ensured that such did not exist. Where,
in colonial times, there were thriving trade unions, civic societies, cultural
groups, the post-colonial regimes ensured that in the new Kenya there would
not be any space for free trade union and cultural activities. But they should
also have learnt well from the drama outlined in Durrani's narrative: that no
amount of state anti-people propaganda can actually eliminate the correct
information arising from a people's own experience of reality. If people are
getting low wages, or are being tortured, or subjected to genocide, no
amounts of information trying to convince them of the contrary can actually
succeed; that in the end people will struggle to create their own information
systems to meet the needs of the struggle. So that although the narrative
ends with the year of independence in 1963, it has a lot to teach Kenyans in
their current struggles for national liberation and social revolution.

This book is a wealth of resource data and should be of interest to historians,
political scientists, cultural workers, and all those engaged in active struggle.
It 1s information. It is drama. It is history. It is also a salute to the spirit of
struggle.
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CONSPIRACY OF SILENCE

Our plea to break the conspiracy of silence about the
Kenya Land and I'reedom Army struggle includes also
a plea for a more serious study of the history of Kenya

since the Second World War and more particularly
since 1952.°

THE STORY OF MAU MAU

The story of Mau Mau should be studied carefully
for the lessons that can be learnt from such a bitter
failure. Political independence without genuine
decolonisation and socialism yields continued misery
and oppression for the peasant-worker masses.
Karigo’s prayer [See Muchai, 1973] — “I only pray
that after independence our children will not be
forced to fight again” — as with those of other
peasants and workers caught up in the web of neo-
colonial accommodation after long years of struggle,
will not be answered. His and their children will be
forced to fight again.

BARNETT (1972)

* The plea is made by B.M. Kaggia, Fred Kubai, J. Murumbi, and Achieng Oneko. See Barnett, Donald and Njama, Karari (1966).
Preface. p.ii.



Historical Perspective

MARIKA SHERWOOD

A fundamental requirement for the struggle for equality and freedom 1is for
like-minded people to recognise and then to be able to communicate with
each other. Another requirement is to inform the opposition and if possible
a wider audience of your critique, your perspective and your aims and
demands. One way to fulfil these requirements is through the printed word.

One of the problems faced by colonial rulers was how to disseminate
information. They had to convince the subject population to accept their
overlords and point out the futility of resistance. But, if they encouraged the
teaching of spoken and written English, the ‘natives’ would be able to read
not only material reinforcing British superiority and right to rule, but also
what would be considered ‘subversive’ literature.

Literacy education thus had to be accompanied by very strict controls. The
imperialists could not risk the free availability of criticism. Nor could they
possibly condone the publication of histories of struggle against imperialism,
or the entrenchment of such struggles into the histories and traditions of
those they occupied.

What this book does is set out the history of publishing in the very complex
colony of Kenya. How was it complex? It was the home of diverse African
peoples speaking different languages and with different cultures and social
structures. As the Africans could not be coerced to do the work, or were
deemed too unskilled, from 1896 the British colonial masters imported
workers from India to build the Kenya-Uganda railway. With a healthier
climate than that of West Africa, Kenya was a settler colony: by 1921 there
were some 10,000 European residents. The intention of many settlers was to
farm the good — the best — Kenyan lands. This meant the forcible
displacement of Africans. Naturally they resisted.



Publication thus became crucial both for control purposes and for
communication. The first in the control league was the Universities’” Mission
to Central Africa, who began publication in 1887. While Christianity was
used to subjugate, it has to be admitted that some missionaries also
transcribed previously unwritten languages and collected some oral histories
and myths, of course to use for their own purposes. Some of these
ubiquitous and diverse missionaries were also landowners, while spreading a
creed which encompassed the acceptance of a man always depicted as a
European as the son of the all-powerful Christian God of the rulers of
Kenya.

The first settler publication, 7he Weekly Mail, began to appear in 1899; it and
its peers and successors, were devoted to settler interests. The first national
paper to oppose racial differentiation and to publish commercial and
government information was started by an Indian, A.M. Jeevanjee, clearly a
man trying to survive as a ‘middle-class’ Indian, who was probably as far
removed from the Indian workers as from Africans and Whites. The first
paper in Kiswahili, Wahindi, which ‘reflected the growing links between the
progressive Asian and African peoples’, was closed down and its publisher,
Chatrabh Bhat had to move to Dar es Salaam to continue publishing. 1919
saw the publication of the first bilingual (Gujarati-English) paper, the East
African Chronicle, published by Manilal Desai in 1919. Desai was president of
the East African Indian National Congress so we should not be surprised to
learn the he published the articles and pamphlets of Harry Thuku, the
African nationalist leader.

This excellently researched book traces the history of publication
chronologically, as indicated above, and gives the full political context of
each period. There is thorough discussion of government reactions and
suppressions as well as of the relationships between African and Indian
political activists. The ‘Mau-Mau’ period is dealt with very fully and greatly
enhances the understandings one gained from the autobiographies of the
freedom fighters as well as from the diverse histories of that freedom
movement. There is also an excellent section on the overseas support for the
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Land and Ireedom Army and a list of banned publications.

Reading this well-documented history of the struggles in Kenya for free
expression should make us reflect on the applicability of those struggles to
the so-called civilised world today. Is it possible to exercise the same degree
of censorship? Is it still possible to jail those who raise their voices? Or do we
employ different techniques today to achieve the same ends? Why does the
premier of Italy feel the need to control the sources of information in his
country? What is the influence exerted by Rupert Murdoch on the media in
the USA and the UK and why have these governments acceded to this level
of control? How much of what we read in the papers, or hear on the radio
or TV can we believe?

As a historian I must mention another crucial aspect of the politics of
publication. For events beyond the range of oral history and the vigilance of
intelligence services (whose reports are frequently withheld from the public),
we have to rely on newspapers for stories — the histories — of struggles and
resistance to injustices, to oppression, to inequalities. We historians will write
the histories from reading these articles and pamphlets as well as from the
material released by government. If those who want to recruit support, or at
least present a countervailing perspective on issues, which is surely a
hallmark of democracy, cannot publish freely, the histories we write will be
biased and incomplete. We will be presenting a history of the rulers, not of
the ruled. This is wholly unacceptable in a democracy.

Shiraz Durrani’s book warns us of these dangers by demonstrating how the
power of the state was employed in Kenya and the urgent need then — as
now — for freedom of communication and association.

Marika Sherwood is Senior Research Fellow, Institute of Commonwealth Studies, University
of London; Editor, Black & Asian Studies Association Newsletter



Breaking the culture of silence

SHIRAZ DURRANI

The idea of writing this book was born when a group of progressive
librarians at the University of Nairobi were searching for relevance in the
information field in Kenya by organising a workshop at the Kabete Campus
of the University of Nairobiin 1979. I decided to look at the history of mass
communication and publishing to see what lessons could be learnt from
those experiences. I presented a short version of my paper at the workshop.
The fuller version was too big for inclusion in the proceedings of the
Workshop which carried another paper I wrote.*

But the subject matter of the paper on publishing became an obsession with
me the more I read. The fascinating struggles in the information field that
unfolded with each new angle explored began to reflect the totality of anti-
imperialist struggles in Kenya. I needed to devote more time to the research
into publishing. I planned to take sabbatical leave in 1985 to research at the
Kenya Archives as well as the Colonial Office files. But the research seemed
to take a life of its own and in a curious turn of events became “political”
and led to my exile to Britain in 1984.

In the early 1980s, the underground opposition to the KANU-Moi regime
penetrated every field of activity. It was led by December Twelve Movement
which published its own underground newspaper - Pambana - and which
circulated widely throughout the country. The students at the University of
Nairobi joined hands with the underground resistance. They lost no
opportunity to attack the regime in every possible way. One of the ways was
to publish progressive material on the history of resistance and the
progressive anti-imperialist stand of the Kenyan people of all nationalities.
A new generation was growing up, they argued, without the awareness of the
real history of struggle that created the current society. They approached me
in early 1994 for help in some aspects of their publication, The Unwersity
Platform. They also wanted me to write articles on the history of Kenya from

' “Agri-Vet information: production, organisation, storage and retrieval”. University of Nairobi Library Magazine (Nairobi). 2 (23-37
8! T > OTg: > g Y ) 8
1979.
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a working class point of view. I provided three articles, two from my research
on the history of publishing: one on Pio Gama Pinto and the other on
Kimaathi.’ The third was an article I had written as part of the publicity of
the progressive play Ruyjikitile — Maji Maji which was directed by Naila
Durrani and staged to full houses at the Education Theatre by the Takhto
Arts of Nairobi in conjunction with the University Library’s Sehemu ya
Utungaji (“creative wing”) which I had set up with a group of progressive
library workers.

All three articles proved popular and I decided to give them wider
circulation. 1984 was in many ways a crucial year: following the 1982 coup,
the KANU regime savagely attacked the forces of democracy. The
subsequent killing, arrests and exile of thousands of people, whose only
“crime” was opposition to the Moi dictatorship, meant that 1984 saw the
nation recovering from the ravages of much government-led savagery. The
publication of the articles in the national press, I decided, would give a
message to those active in the struggle that, in spite of the jailing and exiling
of many activists, progressive forces were still active in Kenya. It was
necessary for the dispersed groups to come together once again and continue
their struggle. The underground opposition forces were regrouping and
finding their feet once again and different groups were using different
methods to re-establish connections with each other.

It was in this national context that my article on Pio Gama Pinto was
published in 7he Standard of September 17-18th, 1984.° The following week,
T he Standard was scheduled to publish a three-part follow-up article by me on
Kimaathi, to be followed in future by a series of articles on Makhan Singh.
But it was at the publication of the first set of articles on Pinto that the
regime struck and unleashed a series of events that forced me to seck
political asylum in Britain. However, in the brief space of time between the
publication of the articles and the Special Branch starting to take “special
interest” in me, a large number of activists, including many from Mau Mau
days, started sending messages of support. Their main message was that they
wished to continue and consolidate the process of recording the true history

> This is the spelling used throughout the book.
° Durrani, S. (1984 a and b).



of Kenya and to apply the lessons of history to current struggle.

The questions that the Special Branch fired at me during interviews at the
Nyayo House give an indication of how hurt the regime was at my research
into the history of publishing and the anti-imperialist struggle in Kenya:
Why are you writing about Pinto and Kimaathi, and not about Kenyatta?
Even historians are not allowed to do research into Mau Mau. Why are you,
a mere librarian, doing this research? Do you not know that people at the
highest level in the Government are offended by your article on Pinto? Are
you a communist? Why do you write about workers and peasants? What do
you understand by workers - even Mot is a worker, why are you not writing
about him? Do you think that you will escape the wrath of the Government
machinery just because you are “an Indian”? And on and on.

It is a matter of utmost satisfaction to me that in the years that I have been
in exile in Britain, I have continued work on the struggles in the information
field in the context of the national struggle for liberation. This has included
a number of articles published in various journals on the politics of
information. Among other publications is Aimaathi, Mau Mau’s First Prime
Minster of Kenya'.

It also gives me personal satisfaction that the very reason for my exile from
Kenya has enabled me to complete the documentation of an important
aspect of Kenya’s history - something that the KANU-Moi regime found so
unpalatable. It is also a matter of pride to me that I completed the project
while still remaining a “mere librarian”. The work of the underground
movement contributed in no small measure to the events that led to the
overthrow of KANU-Moi in December 2002. The new social climate in
early 2003 has enabled a new debate about the whole colonial and post
colonial history of anti-imperialism not only in Kenya, but in Britain as well.
This book, I hope, will throw light on some aspects of the history which had
been suppressed by successive KANU regimes.

Shiraz Durrani is Senior Lecturer, Information Management, Department of Applied Social

Sciences, London Metropolitan University.10 April, 2005
" Durrani, S (1986)



A note on terminology

PROGRESSIVE PEOPLE, POLICIES ETC

The Cambridge Dictionaries online” define the term “progressive” thus:

¢ Thinking or behaving in a new or modern ways;

¢ Progressive ideas or systems encourage change in society or in the way
things are done: “She worked for women's rights, labor reforms, and other
progressive causes”.

The term “progressive” is used in this book to indicate those who favour
change and development from the “status quo” that represents colonialism
and imperialism in Kenya. It refers to those who actively oppose colonialism
and imperialism as well as the negative aspects of capitalism e.g. inequality
in wealth and property distribution, landlessness for the majority, availability
of education, housing, jobs to some classes only, poor wages, unsuitable
working conditions, opposition to unionisation, degradation of work/skills in
order to achieve more for less (piece work etc), discouragement of
collectivism, encouragement of dependence on employer rather than self
reliance, etc.

Colonialism sought to “divide and rule” Kenyan people on the basis of their
race and colour and discouraged people from looking at class as the real
divisive social force.

Those who sought to defeat colonialism and imperialism are referred to in
this book as “progressive” and are seen in opposition to those who favoured
the continuation of colonialism and neo-colonialism and its culture,
practices and values which favour a minority at the expense of the majority.

As used in this book, the concept “progressive” overcomes the artificial social
barriers created by imperialism. It sees people on the basis of whether they
are for, or against, social change. It is used to indicate those who wanted to
unite people of all races and colour on the basis of their commitment to

principles of social and economic justice and human rights.
* http://dictionary.cambridge.org/define.asp?dict=L&key=HW*4515
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SOUTH ASIAN PEOPLE / COMMUNITIES

People who originated from South Asia have been variously described in
Kenya over the years as Indians, Asian Africans, and Asians etc. The term
“South Asian” is used in this book to indicate those who came to Kenya from
India, Pakistan, Bangladesh, or Sri Lanka. No judgement is passed on their
nationality or what passports they hold.

SPELLINGS

The spellings of proper names used consistently in the text are those
preferred by the author. However, these may vary from the usage in some
sources quoted. When quoting material which uses this different form, the
original spellings are retained. lor example, the preferred spelling of
“Kimaathi” is used in the text throughout, but “Kimathi” is retained if
source material uses this form. The same applies to names like “Ahmed”
which have a number of variations.



13
NEVER BE SILENT

CHAPTER ONE

A History of Publishing
... A History of Struggles

The version of history of colonialism and imperialism which the colonial
powers want people to know is the one told by those who represent the
interests of the colonisers. The power relations in the world today ensure
that the victim’s side of history remains hidden and almost forgotten —
except by the victims themselves. This is as true of the struggles in Kenya,
Algeria and Vietnam in the last century as it is for the current struggle of the
people of Iraq against the 21st century invaders of their land. Thus in Iraq
today:

Western state terrorism is erased, and a tenet of western journalism
Is to excuse or minimise “our” culpability, however atrocious. Our
dead are counted; theirs are not. Our victims are worthy; theirs are
not.”

What is happing in manipulating news and history in Iraq today was the
same that happened in earlier colonial wars. Pilger looks back in time to a
similar distortion of reality in the Kenyan context:

This 1s an old story; there have been many Irags, or what Blair calls
“historic struggles” waged against “insurgents and terrorists”. Take
Kenya in the 1950s. The approved version is still cherished in the
west - first popularised in the press, then in fiction and movies; and
like Iraq, it is a lie. “The task to which we have set our minds,”
declared the governor of Kenya in 1955, “is to civilise a great mass
of human beings who are in a very primitive moral and social

? Pilger ( 2004)
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state.” The slaughter of thousands of nationalists, who were never
called nationalists, was British government policy. The myth of the
Kenyan uprising was that the Mau Mau brought “demonic terror”
to the heroic white settlers. In fact, the Mau Mau killed just 32
Europeans, compared with the estimated 10,000 Kenyans killed by
the British, who ran concentration camps where the conditions
were so harsh that 402 inmates died in just one month. Torture,
flogging and abuse of women and children were commonplace.
“The special prisons,” wrote the imperial historian V G Kiernan,
“were probably as bad as any similar Nazi or Japanese
establishments.” None of this was reported. The “demonic terror”
was all one way: black against white. The racist message was
unmistakable."

Many historical records of the Mau Mau period of resistance to British
colonialism had been destroyed by the departing colonial power. What was
not destroyed was carted away to London to be permanently hidden from a
world not told the truth. Elkins refers to the destruction of colonial files:

The British government has carefully withheld documents detailing
the horrors of their counter-insurgency operations; and, accounts
are legion detailing the burning of files in Nairobi prior to the
lowering of the Union Jack... In the course of the author’s
research, several informants described the destruction of files prior
to Britain’s decolonisation from Kenya. The majority of those
describing such purges recalled the files and documents being
destroyed in large fires, some on the streets of Nairobi... In the
Kenya National Archives today the files from entire ministries are
missing in nearly the entirety. Many of these ministries, like the
Ministry for Internal Security and Defence, were directly
responsible for some of the civilian counterinsurgency operations.
In addition, several different ministries maintained files on each of
the thousands of detainees held during Mau Mau. With the

' Pilger, (2004)
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exception of a handful of files, these too are missing from the
official record."

Elkins goes on to record the reason why the post-independence governments
of Kenyatta and Moi were equally keen as the departing colonial authorities
to suppress the history of the Mau Mau period:

Kenya is still reeling from the brutal destruction of Mau Mau partly
because the Kenyatta and Moi regimes, as well as the country’s
former British colonizers, have deliberately suppressed the history
of this period. Unlike South Africa, Kenya never had a truth
commission, or public trials, or even recognition that human rights
abuses took place during the Mau Mau Emergency.

That there was never an opportunity for a public purging and
uncensored debate over the meaning of the Mau Mau past is
hardly a surprise. Unlike South Africa, there was no negotiated
settlement in the wake of Mau Mau. In so far as one existed, the
African loyalists — many of whom manned the detention camps and
patrolled the Emergency villages — and the retreating colonial
government colluded in silencing the Mau Mau majority.

Jomo Kenyatta, the alleged master-mind of Mau Mau, was no
“leader of darkness and death”. In fact, the Kikuyu demigod was a
conservative at heart whose agenda moved further to the right
during the post-Emergency period. He embraced loyalists into his
government, and through his decree of “forgive and forget” he was
complicit in washing their blood-stained hands. Colonial Secretary
Ian Macleod emerged as Kenyatta’s counterpart in Whitehall.
Though privately rebuking a few of the British officers directing
Emergency crimes, he deliberately “decided to draw a veil over the
past” and thereby thwart any incriminating investigations into the
human rights violations that underscored his government’s drive to
defeat Mau Mau.

' Elkins (2000)
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Many within the independent Kenyan government had reason to
contribute to the purge as they, too, had bloodied their hands
during the suppression of Mau Mau. The official record is
seductive, and so too is the decidedly cultivated story of colonial
benevolence and African progress at the end of Empire in Kenya.

The distortion of many positive aspects of anti-imperialist struggles is not
the only reason why Mau Mau has not been accorded its rightful place in the
history of Africa. The development of people’s war as a method of struggle
against colonialism and mmperialism after the Second World War is itself
played down by western historians. Jacques refers to “the development of a
new kind of people's war against foreign invaders.” “People's war”, he says,
“could not afford the latest technology, or anything like it. Instead, it
depended on mobilising popular support”. Jacques raises some important
issues which also point to the way in which the achievement of Mau Mau
should be assessed:

As empires crumbled - the Japanese, British, I'rench, Dutch and
later Portuguese - people's war became the weapon of choice of
many independence movements, from south-east Asia to North
Africa. In the face of overwhelming military power, it delivered self-
rule to hundreds of millions of people.

What lies at the core of people's war is the desire of people to rule
themselves rather than be governed by foreign countries, often from
thousands of miles away, that are possessed of utterly alien values
and their own self-serving priorities. This is a principle that the west
has found extremely difficult to learn.

The Vietnamese proved, with extraordinary courage and
intelligence that people's war could triumph against the most
formidable and frightening odds."

It 1s this desire, on the part of the people of Kenya, to rule themselves that

" Jacques (2004)
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gave amazing power to the Mau Mau movement. In many ways, this was
among the first examples in Africa of the new kind of people’s war against
colonial Europe. The Algerian war against French colonialism is in the same
league.

This book sees the history of Kenyan struggle for liberation from the victim’s
point of view. This is done from the very heart of the process where
distortion of history happens — in the mass media where current events are
turned into pages of history. The struggle is seen through the contemporary
news reports as recorded by antagonists sitting on the opposite sides of the
on-going battles.

Endre Sik mentions the one-sided recording of the history which this book
seeks to redress:

For nearly ten years, the British Government found it better to keep
silent on the Mau Mau affair. Until 1960, hardly anything had been
made public in official documents. A large number of books,
pamphlets and articles on the Mau Mau affair appeared from the
pen of “private individuals” — mostly British settlers in Kenya.
Some of these persons were themselves active participants in the
heinous acts committed by the police and the colonial authorities."

The history of publishing in Kenya is a history of struggles, reflecting the
main contradiction in the society. The two aspects of this struggle are
represented by two social classes: one aspect 1s that of Kenyan workers,
peasants and other working people and their class allies who included
progressive African and South Asian intellectuals and professionals. The
other aspect is that of the British colonial administration, settlers and
Christian missionaries, backed by forces of international finance at one level
and by the African and South Asian petty-bourgeoisie at another.

This basic social contradiction was reflected in all aspects of Kenyan life,
including the information field. The publishing field saw a fierce battle over

5 Sik (1974), p.41
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news, information, ideas and ideologies for the ultimate control over national
resources. The importance of publishing has to be understood in the context
of the ever-present class struggle and the struggle for national liberation.
The colonial power sought to impose its values, its world outlook, and its
point of view on the colonised people as a way of ensuring effective control
over Kenyan resources - both natural and human. The colonial mass media
and the education system were mobilised to “prove” that there was only one
culture, one world outlook, and one “correct” way of life - that represented
by colonialism and imperialism. It sought to universalise its own values as
being the only ones valid and possible in the colonies. This was to be
achieved by controlling the process of social communication and by
controlling the content of information going to the people. The education
system, religion, the radio, newspapers, libraries, publishing - all were used
to control the content of information flow and to provide a one-sided,
colonial world view.

The British colonial forces, however, did not have a monopoly in influencing
Kenyan people. The resistance movements in different historical stages used
different methods not only to negate information and views from a colonial
and neo-colonial point of view but also to provide an alternative, people's
point of view. For example, in the course of the struggle for independence,
the organised forces of Kenyan workers and peasants started their own
independent schools, teacher training colleges, publishing houses and
religious organisations. In 1952, the colonial authorities banned 400
independent schools, with 62,000 pupils. These schools were “supported
voluntarily by Africans out of their meagre earnings”*. They built a
powerful anti-imperialist content in their well developed orature. It is
doubtful if formal independence could have been won if these social means
of communications had not been developed, controlled and used as weapons
in the struggle for liberation by the people.

Another factor which contributed to the success of the Kenyan
communication practices was the fact that the content of resistance publishing
addressed people's material needs. It was because of this that it was so readily

' “The burning shame of Kenya”. World News and Views (London) Vol. 33, NO. 48. 5 December, 1953, p. 576
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accepted by the people who rejected colonial publications. In addition, the
resistance publishing was in an accessible, appropriate form and language.

Thus the history of publishing in Kenya is a history of struggle between the
two contending forces, each bringing into the battle all the weapons it could
muster. But the struggle in the publishing field was only one aspect of the
struggle for total liberation. Publishing and social communication do not
take place in isolation. They are influenced by, and in turn, influence the
economic, social, cultural and political struggles taking place in the society at
a particular time.

Publishing in Kenya has developed in the course of the struggle between the
two antagonistic power bases that have dominated the history of the country.
Each side in this social contradiction influenced, and was in turn influenced
by, the other. Each side in the struggle represented its own class interests.
This book examines how this contradiction in publishing developed hand in
hand with, and as an important aspect of, the overall anti-imperialist
struggle. It will look at this larger contradiction in the society in its three
particular historical stages and examine how these influenced the publishing
scene in Kenya — how, during each period listed below, liberation publishing
developed in contradiction to colonial publishing:

¢ 1886 -1922: Resistance of nationalities.

¢ 1922 -1948: Working class struggles.

¢ 1948 -1963: Mau Mau and the struggle for national and social

liberation.

The book examines the publishing activities of three broad groups: the
colonial group (made up of colonial administration, missionaries, settlers,
and their local allies); the African peasant and working class; and South
Asian Kenyans. Colonial policy had divided the country into these three
segments and each needs to be seen in the context of its own particular
setting and experiences, which influenced its actions. For example, in the
period as a whole, there runs an almost continuous force of progressive
South Asian Kenyan editors, publishers, printers and political activists who



20
A lustory of Publishing . . . A History of Struggles

influenced the outcome in the information, as well as in the larger political
field out of all proportion to their numbers in the total population. Although
they are variously referred to as Indians or Asians, the term “South Asians”
is the term used in this book to refer to the people who came from India,
Pakistan, Bangladesh and Sri Lanka. Many of them allied with progressive
African struggle and helped to blur the strict colour approach of colonialism.
Colonial interests sought to hide the sharp class contradictions it had
developed in Kenya by focusing on issues of race: economic realities had to
be hidden behind social differences in order to prevent the unity of all
exploited people.

The overall contradiction in the Kenyan society during the whole colonial
period has been summed up by Makhan Singh (1969):

There was now a fierce struggle between two great forces. On the
one hand were the British rulers, helped by settlers and other
employers. They were determined to perpetuate for ever their
complete domination over the African people and exploit the
human and natural resources of Kenya for the benefit of
imperialism and colonial interests. On the other hand were the
African and other freedom-loving people. They were bent upon
resisting, attacking and defeating the imperialist colonial rule and
its consequences - land robbery, forced labour, low wages, long
working hours, compulsory registration system, racial segregation,
colour bar, oppressive laws and such other practices. The basic
contradiction was the main driving force throughout the colonial
period in Kenya and has influenced the historical development in
Kenya.”

This book aims to document this struggle in the information and publishing
fields against the background of Kenyan anti-imperialist history.

" Singh, Makhan (1969) pp. xi-xii
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UHURU FOR THE MASSES

The sacrifices of the hundreds of thousands of Kenya's freedom
fighters must be honoured by the effective implementation of the
policy - a democratic, African, socialist state in which the people have
the right to be free from economic exploitation and the right to social
equality. Kenya's uhuru must not be transformed into freedom to
exploit, or freedom to be hungry and live in ignorance. Uhuru must
be uhuru for the masses - uhuru from exploitation, from ignorance,
disease and poverty.”

Pinto (1963)
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CHAPTER TWO

1884 - 1922:

Resistance of Nationalities

The imperialist powers met in Berlin in 1884-85 to divide Africa among
themselves in order to control African labour and resources. As Sicherman
says, they met to “regulate the 'scramble' for Africa by the European
powers”'"®. It was during this division of Africa that British control over
Kenya was recognised by the other imperialist powers. The “division” of
East African people and land was done in a casual fashion by rival European
powers:

After lengthy discussions the first Anglo-German agreement was
signed by Germany and Britain in late 1886. Barghash's lands were
reduced to Zanzibar, Pemba, Mafia, Lamu, and a ten mile (16km)
wide coastal strip stretching around 1200km (750 miles) from the
Tana River, near Lamu, to the Rovuma River, near Cape Delgado.
The rest of the mainland, east of Lake Victoria and Lake
Tanganyika, was divided between Britain and Germany. Britain
took the northern portion, between the Tana and Umba Rivers,
which became British East Africa, later Kenya. Germany took the
southern portion, between the Umba and Rovuma Rivers."”

Tollowing this division, the Imperial British East Africa Company was given
a royal charter in 1888 to administer the area allocated to Britain. In 1890,
an Anglo-German treaty allocated the interior of Kenya as well as all of
Uganda to Britain. The East African Protectorate, which replaced the
Imperial British East Africa Company, was created in 1895.

' Sicherman (1990) p.45
"7 “The scramble for Africa; an exploration in anthropology for a new millennium”. http://www.zanzibararchives.com/vault.htm
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All the Kenyan nationalities resisted British control by waging struggles on
many fronts. For example, forces under Waiyaki wa Hinga attacked and
burnt the British station in Dagoretti in 1890; the Wakamba people refused
to sell food to the British mission in Machakos in protest against theft, rape,
and destruction of their property. Similarly, the Nandi, the Maasai, the
Giriama, and the Somali people formed resistance organisations against
British colonialism. The British response to the resistance of the people of
Kenya to its rule was to wage an open warfare which included killing,
confiscation and burning of property, including land, cattle, sheep and goats
which formed the basis of peasant survival. As Sicherman (1990) says “the
history of the next twenty-five years (from the punitive “expedition” against
the Taita in 1890) is littered with many such expeditions, described ironically
by McGregor Ross as 'such swift thunderbolts of retribution' that the victims

1

"‘put up with peace'.

Beauttah explains the struggle of the Kenyan people against British
colonialism:

Our people fought those foreign savage invaders for more than 25
years before they were able to completely occupy our country. The
brunt of this war was borne heavily by the peasant masses who, in
unequal and incomparably heroic struggle, carried on the fight with
courage and steel-like determination to keep our country free from
those savage invaders."

Britain decided to build the Kenya-Uganda Railway in 1895 in order to
exploit better the resources in the interior. The building and running of the
railway needed labour and Britain turned to India which had been colonised
earlier. Thus began the settlement in Kenya of people from South Asia.
Between 1896 and 1901, about 32,000 workers were brought from India to
work on the railways. Of these, 6,724 decided to remain in Kenya after the
expiry of their labour contracts.

About 2,500 workers died during the construction of the railway - four for

' Beauttah, James, quoted in Kinyatti (forthcoming)
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each mile of track laid. Much of the track ran through the inhospitable
territory of what is now the Tsavo Game Park, and some of the workers were
killed by man-eating lions."

A DATE CHECK®

1886 The European colonial powers divide
Africa between them at a conference in Berlin.
Germany and Britain are the main players in the
game of control with East Africa. The Sultan of
Oman is still granted a strip on the Coastline.

1888 Imperial British East Africa starts
“economic development” in their possessions
(today's Kenya and Uganda).

1895 Britain's protectorate is formed and
officially named British East Africa.

1898 Construction of a raiway from
Mombasa to Lake Victoria is progressing fast, but
delayed in Tsavo. Two lions kill and eat 135 Indian
and African railway workers.

1898 The railway reaches half way through
Kenya. The city of Nairobi is founded a few years
later.

1901 The railway from Mombasa to

Kisumu 1s completed with its 965 km. European
and Indian settlers now arrive in great numbers to
East Africa. White settlers are favoured from the
beginning and given influence on the
management of the colony. The African

" Evans, Ruth (2000)
* Crawfurd homepage: http://crawfurd.dk/africa/kenya_timeline.htm. Accessed 28 June, 2004
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inhabitants of the “White highlands” are forced
into “native reserves”. In the following years
several local uprisings are stopped by British
soldiers. As in the other African colonies some
tribes are favoured by the British. This makes the
foundation for jealousy, hatred and ethnic clashes
for generations ahead.

1905 First experiments with growing coffee
in Kenya are made by British settlers. Today
Kenya is the African country exporting most
coftee.

1907 The British colonial administration
moves from Mombasa to Nairobi.

The period up to 1922 was a period of great historical significance as it
created the economic basis for the struggle between the people of Kenya and
the settlers. Cone and Lipscomb provide some details:

The railway, the harbour at Mombasa, the settler agricultural
economy in the Highlands and in the surrounding African areas,
the European farmers, the Indian traders and workers, the capital
city of Nairobi, and the location of the various African peoples in
Kenya today were established during this period. Much of the
pattern on which Kenya was to develop was also established, such
as the working relations between the early settlers and the African
labourers, the role of the Indian in Kenya, and the future policy of
the British administration in terms of the African people.”

The economic interests of each group (Africans, South Asians, and the
settlers) were thus set. It is instructive to see what these interests were as the
publishing activities of each group were dependent upon these economic
interests. The period 1886-1922 can best be considered as one of resistance

! Cone and Lipscomb (1972) p.27
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of nationalities and the beginning of worker struggles. This reflected the
particularity of the contradictions in Kenya in this period of early
colonialism.

When colonialism first came to Kenya, the social organisation of the people
reflected their economic life which was organised to satisty the basic material
needs. The majority of people were dependent on land, water and other
resources for their survival: they were peasants, pastoralists, and fisher
people. Some were active in other fields such as small industries and crafts,
manufacture of items like agricultural tools, household material, housing
and clothing material. Their social and political organisations reflected their
basic economic activities which were closely dependent on land.

The people of the country belonged to various nationalities, such as the
Somalis, the Gikuyu, and the Giriama. Their major social activities were also
centred on their nationalities. Their anti-colonial activities, of necessity, were
also organised along nationality lines. So, also, their communication and
publishing activities. It was their economic means of survival - land - which
colonialism attacked and in defence of which they organised resistance. The
tull exploration of the history of resistance of Kenyan people against British
colonialism is beyond the scope of this book.

Another group attacked by colonialism included those involved in small scale
manufacturing and those working in local industries. This included the
blacksmiths, the craftspeople, and the building and woodwork experts.
Colonialism flooded local market with cheap imports which attacked the
very survival of local experts and thus destroyed the foundation of an
independent local industrial base.

As colonialism consolidated itself] it established its own industries to make
use of cheap Kenyan labour and resources. At the same time it found a large
market for products from factories established as a result of the industrial
revolution. It began to establish capitalist relations in earnest. This resulted
in the creation of a powerful proletariat which began to organise against
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colonialism. This worker-led activity was in its initial stage during the first
historical period we are examining here. And yet their communication
activities were already taking shape for a more organised attack in the
following phase.

It 1s ironic that the very group of people — South Asian working class -
brought in by Britain to consolidate its rule in Kenya was the very class that
brought in anti-imperialist ideologies and experiences from South Asia. This
class, working closely with progressive African workers, developed working
class organisations and activities which helped to create a united anti-
colonial movement in Kenya.

Right from the beginning, the workers had started organising themselves and
undertaking various anti-colonial and anti-capitalist activities, such as strikes.
They were supported in their struggles by peasants whose main struggle was
for the recovery of their land and resources. This united front of workers
and peasants was the source of strength of the Kenyan people’s struggle
against colonialism which sought to divide Kenyan people along racial or
ethnic lines in order to weaken them. Their aim was to prevent the South
Asian workers and progressive intellectuals, many of whom had brought
with them a tradition of resistance, from uniting with their fellow African
workers. As the following sections show, this attempt failed as there
developed a strong bond among the working class of all nationalities. This is
the background against which the following historical periods and their
communication practices need to be seen.

The 1921 population census showed that the settler population had reached
almost 10,000. Cone and Lipscomb explain what attracted the settlers to
Kenya:

Many of the Europeans who had visited Kenya, including
travellers, missionaries, and others, had all been impressed by the
good soil, adequate rainfall and healthy climate, and most
important for settlement the apparent amount of unoccupied
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land... Also new areas for raw materials and markets for British
industries might be established.”

The Society to promote European immigration into East Africa was formed
in 1902. Beginning in 1903, “Europeans - particularly British from South
Africa dissatisfied with results of Boer War - pour into Protectorate”.” By
1905, 700 of the 954 Europeans in Kenya were South Africans and until just
before World War I, the Highlands were “essentially a South African

55 24

colony”.

Thus land was the important reason that attracted the settlers to Kenya. But
internal factors within Britain gave an added impetus that saw the British
Government actively encourage settlement in Kenya after the First World
War:

By 1918, the British Government was haunted by the possible
spectre of massive unemployment [in Britain] when millions of
men were released from the [armed] forces and while factories that
had been geared to war production were getting back into
peacetime production and struggling to regain lost markets. Any
scheme that was likely to absorb some of the potential unemployed
was welcome and the British East Africa Settlement Scheme
received full approval.”

The economic interest of the settlers is thus clear - the use of land and
resources of Kenya for their personal and their home country’s use. This
economic aspect was the principal contradiction throughout the colonial
period. As Cone and Lipscomb (1972) say, “The controversy over land in
Kenya was continuous from the conception and implementation of
European settlement to the day of the handing over the political power to an
African Government in 1963.” In fact, it remains a central issue in Kenya
even today. At the same time, resistance to British rule also dates from the
time that colonialism entered Kenya. Not only was there massive peasant
resistance, workers joined in as well. Thus the first strike by Africans took

# Ibid.,.p. 32

# Sicherman (1990) p.49

* Sorrenson (1968), quoted in Sicherman (1990), p.50
* Cone and Lipscomb (1972) pp. 55-56
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place in December 1902 in Mombasa when about fifty police constables
refused to work. Their strike lasted several days. (1969) provides a
comprehensive record of the resistance of the working class in the ecarly
colonial days.

Sicherman, quoting various sources, recalls the taking over of land of
Kenyan people under the Soldier Settler Scheme:

1919: Government announces Soldier Settler Scheme, which takes
land from African areas and allots it on 999-year leaseholds as
reward to British veterans of World War 1. Some 2,000,000 acres,
much of it taken from Nandi reserves without compensation, are
mvolved, most of it given free if settlers make “satisfactory

improvements”.”

SLOW-BURNING ANGER
Colonialism brought Europe undreamed of
wealth. Rubber, ivory, copper, gold, cotton, cocoa,
tobacco: all flowed out of Africa, leaving behind a
newly-impoverished peasant workforce. The new
economy demanded a system of migrant labour
that destroyed for ever the unity of traditional
communities. The violent consequences of this
rapid disruption, coupled with the paternalistic
attitudes that justified white rule, began a slow-
burning anger among Africans.”

SETTLER AND COLONIAL
GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS

* Sicherman (1990) p. 59
" Brittain (1999)
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Among the earliest settler publication was the Weekly Mail which was
published by Charles Palmer in 1899. It was printed at Ndia Kuu and was
edited by Olive Grey (Patel, 1997). Grey also wrote a novel entitled #he
phenomenal rise of the rat which was perhaps the earliest fiction to be published
in Kenya. The settler interest in land and agriculture is reflected in the
predominance of these subjects in early settler newspapers and other
publications. These included:

¢ FEast African Natural History Society and National Museum. Journal (1910)

¢ East African Quarterly (1904) [Published by East African Agricultural and
Horticultural Society, it covered topics in agriculture, commerce, and
geography].

* Revelle (1915) (Superseded by Farmers Journal).

* Plateau News: The Voice of the Settlers on the Uasin Gishu and Trans Nzoa.
Eldoret. (1919).

* Leader of British East Africa and Uganda Mail: One of the first settler
publication, it started publication in Mombasa in 1899 in Mombasa. It
moved to Nairobi in 1908.

* Limuru, British East Africa; Brightest Gem in British Empire. The title of this
monograph, published by the Leader Press in 1916 and illustrated by the
Swift Press, indicated the content of settler publications of the time: it
aimed to encourage British settlement in Limuru and in Kenya.

Other settler publications included:

¢ Observer (Malindi) (1901-2)

¢ Fort Ternan Times (1905)

* Nairobi News; Planter’s Paper (1903) - its policy was “If any partisanship were
indulged 1in, it should be for the benefit of the white settlers collectively”.

¢ Tumes of East Africa (1905- 1907?)

* Nairobi Star (1905)

¢ Advertiser of East Africa (1907-1910) — appointed official advertiser for the
Nairobi Municipality. Founder and editor: D. S. Garvie; started by the East
African Standard to achieve newspaper monopoly.

* Advertiser (1909)
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* Globe-Trotter (1906-1909)

The settlers were not the only ones interested in publishing material on
agriculture and land issues. The colonial government also published such
material, in addition to Gazette of British East Africa (Mombasa, 1899):

* Agricultural Journal of British East Africa (1908-1904) [Published by the
Agricultural Department, East African Protectorate].

* Renya. Agriculture Department. Bulletin (1914-1922)

¢ Renya. Agriculture Department. Leaflet (1905-1907)

* Renya. Agriculture Department. Meteorological Records - Reports (1904-)

CHURCH PUBLICATIONS

While officially spreading the word of God to African people, “all
missionaries strongly supported the [colonial] government’s action in
alienating Gikuyuland and had no doubts about their right or that of the
settlers to acquire Gikuyuland” (Pugliese, 1995). Their primary economic
interest is reflected in their taking up land in common with other settlers.
Pugliese examines church ownership of land, showing the shared economic
interests between the settlers and missionaries:

The missionary occupation of Gikuyuland coincided with that of
the settlers and the missionaries took up land alongside settlers,
under the same land regulations, adopting the same methods of
cultivation.”

Church publications started as early as 1887 as recorded by Ndegwa:

The first printing press in Kenya was in a (Christian) Mission.
Already, Dr. Steere in Zanzibar had installed a printing press in the

UM.C.A. (Universities Mission to Central Africa) Mission house in
* Pugliese (1995) p.20
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1875 and was printing Swahili vocabularies... In 1887, the Church
Missionary Society reported that a Mr. Dodd had been engaged to
manage the new printing press (in Freretown near Mombasa). And
so, Kenya had entered into the world of book production.”

Ndegwa (1973) provides some useful information about ecarly Kenyan
publications. Church publications started at the beginning of the century
indicating that the Church recognised early the importance of having
written material to disseminate its message. In addition, they also realised the
importance of publishing in Kenyan nationality languages to ensure that
their message would reach the intended audience. Missionaries collected
people’s stories, songs and proverbs in their nationality languages. “With the
help of Gikuyu converts, the early missionaries transcribed, translated and
collected traditional folktales, proverbs and songs in the course of spreading
the Gospel” (Pugliese, 1995).

It is an interesting fact that many Kenyans who “assisted” the European
missionaries came later to be politically active, for example Matthew
Njoroge Kabetu who helped H. W. Leakey and his daughter to translate the
Bible into Gikuyu. Kabetu became the first secretary of the Kikuyu
Association in 1920 and wrote two Gikuyu publications, including the 1947
publication Awra kia Ugikuyu (Gikupu Beliefs), published in Nairobi by the
Eagle Press.

As mentioned earlier, the Church had major interest in agriculture as well.
In fact, the first coffee in Kenya was planted by the Catholic Fathers of St.
Austin’s Mission in Nairobi and St. Augustine’s Mission at Kikuyu. Among
the earliest Church publication was a quarterly Zaveta Chronicle, published by
Rev. Albert Stegal of the Church Missionary Society as early as 1895 and
ran until 1901. Another Church publication was the Kikuyu News (1908-
1957), an English monthly published by the Church of Scotland Mission in
Kikuyu. It was initially printed in Scotland. Church publications included:

* Lenga Juu [“Aim High”](1911) Church Missionary Society (CMS),

* Ndegwa (n.d.)
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Mombasa

* Mombasa Diocesan Gazette (1922)

* Mombasa Diocesan Magazine (1903)

* Wathioma Mokinyu [ Great Friend] (1916-) [Published by Consolata Catholic
Mission Press, Nyeri] [In Gikuyu].

Pugliese (1995) mentions other European Church writers and publishers and
shows that they depended on Kenyan writers to provide raw material and
important information from Kenyan languages. These Kenyan pioneers
remain unacknowledged in the publications they helped to write as well as in
Kenyan history. Some facts mentioned by Pugliese:

¢ Arthur Ruffell Barlow can be considered “perhaps [one of] the greatest
early scholars in the Gikuyu language”. He started to work on Gikuyu-
English dictionary in 1904. It was published in 1914. Barlow was the main
translator of the first edition of the New Testament in Gikuyu “with the
help of his secretary, Ruben Muriuki Kihuha”. Pugliese notes that Barlow,
with all the political and social information he had come to understand in
these early days, was recruited by the colonial government in 1953 “to help
the government information service in anti-Mau Mau propaganda”.”

¢ J. W. Arthur came to Kenya in 1907 and worked on the first Gikuyu
translation of the New Testament for the London-based British and
Foreign Bible Society which “from the earliest days of Protestant missions,
assisted in translating and publishing the Scriptures in Kenya's
languages”.”

* A. W. MacGregor (of the Church Missionary Society - CMS), anon
H. W. Leakey) were among the first pioneers in the study of Gikuyu.
MacGregor’s English-Rikuyu vocabulary and A grammar of the Kikuyu language
were published in London by the Society for Promoting Christian
Knowledge, as early as 1904.%

¢ The first to publish a Gikuyu grammer was A. Hemery, a HGI (Holy
Ghost Fathers) missionary, who brought out his booklet, English-Kikuyu
Hand-Book, as early as 1902.%

" Pugliese (1995), p. 22
ibid, p.23
#Ihid, p.23
* Ibid,p. 34
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SOUTH ASIAN PUBLICATIONS

WE ASK ONLY FOR JUSTICE
We do not ask for concessions, we scorn concessions; we do
not ask for generosity, generosity is for the weak; we ask for no
rewards, rewards are for slaves. We ask only for justice.
- Statement carried at the top of the first page of the first issue of East
African Chronicle, 1919. Editor: Manilal A. Desai

South Asian publishing reflected both the contradictions facing the
community: the external contradiction with the capitalist, colonial situation
and the internal contradictions within South Asian communities based on
economic and political differences. In essence, this was a reflection of the
twin face of South Asian lives in Kenya — the particular race and class
situation that they faced as members of a racial minority as well as members
of a particular class. A small section had started as traders, and many
prospered and expanded their businesses. Although some of them saw their
interests linked with the settlers, the racial divide — a crude form of apartheid
— created by colonialism prevented them from totally identifying with the
white settler and colonial interests. For example, the South Asians were
prohibited by colonial laws from owning land even if they could afford to
buy it on open market. They concentrated their efforts in other economic
activities. They thus retained an objective unity as South Asian people and
saw colonialism as their enemy, aligning often with the anti-colonial
movement in South Asia whose lessons they often applied in Kenya.

This is not to say that this view was shared by all people who were of South
Asian origin. Many aspired to join the ranks of white petty bourgeoisie and
comprador status and saw the radical South Asians, as well as African
workers and peasants, as their enemies.

The other section of South Asians was workers, who initially provided skilled
and unskilled labour for the railway. Yet others worked throughout the



35
NEVER BE SILENT

country in various industries, as well as in civil service. Included in this group
were many professionals such as printers, publishers and teachers who were
opposed to colonialism. They developed a strong bond of solidarity with
African workers and peasants based on shared interests. This was shown in
the joint strike actions right from the beginning of the century. For example,
there was a railway workers strike in 1900, only a few years after the
construction of the railway began. The strike started in Mombasa and
quickly spread to other centres. The backbone of the strike was provided by
South Asian and African workers. Again in 1914, most of the South Asian
railway and Public Works Department workers and the African railway
workers organised a joint strike to oppose the introduction of poll tax and for
other grievances: housing, rations, medical facilities and low wages. The
strike lasted more than a week and the employers were forced to meet the
demands of the workers, although they got the colonial government to
deport some workers’ leaders, including L. W. Ritch, Mehrchand Puri and
Tirath Ram.*

This solidarity against a common enemy moulded the thinking of workers
as a class and this was to result in more co-operation in all areas, including
publishing. The South Asian working class became active in the publishing
field and issued material that reflected their economic interests. The first
national newspaper in East Africa was started by A.M. Jeevanjee, who
started The African Standard, Mombasa Times and Uganda Argus in Mombasa in
November 1901). Zarina Patel records that “at the turn of the century,
Mombasa's commerce was largely controlled by Jeevanjee”. She then looks
at how South Asian anti-colonial struggles influenced Jeevanjee:

In the last quarter of the 19th century, a multitude (708) of
newspapers were published in India and even though the
Government had drastic and sweeping powers of censorship and
press freedom was unheard of, many of them aroused nationalistic
public opinion. Through them AM] [Jeevanjee| had learnt about
democracy and civil liberties and doubtless perceived the print
medium as a powerful weapon.”

* Singh, Makhan (1969), pp. 7-8
* Patel, Z. (1997), p. 31
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Jeevanjee invited William Henry Tiller from England to edit the paper. The
conflict between The African Standard and the colonial Mail is discussed
turther by Zarina Patel: the former stood for preventing the perpetuation of
racial differences; it was the first to publish important government and
commercial news, while the Mail “became more and more filled with gossip
gleaned from the editor's social rounds”.”

Jeevanjee sold the African Standard to A.G. Anderson and F. Mayer in 1905
by which time it had a “circulation five times as large as that of any East
African journal and was sold at four outlets in Mombasa and one each in
Nairobi, Entebbe and London.”” The reason for selling, according to Patel
(1997), was that Jeevanjee thrived on challenge and had started the paper as
a way of opposing the conservative stand of the editor of Mail. With the
bankruptcy and closure of Mail, Jeevanjee had “scored a bull's-eye”.

Many other newspapers were started by South Asians in this period, and a
tradition grew among them to publish not only in English, the colonial
language, but in South Asian languages such as Gujarati, Hindi, and Punjabi
as well. Many papers were also published in Kiswahili, reflecting the growing
links between the progressive South Asian and African peoples. Thus for
example Chatrabh Bhat started the Kiswahili language Wahindi. The
colonial government found this too much of a challenge to its divide-and-
rule policy and deported Bhat to Tanzania. However, Bhat continued
publishing Wahindi from Dar es Salaam.”

Among the South Asian progressive, working class orientated publications of
this period was the East Afiican Chronicle (1919-1922), a bilingual (Gujarati-
English) newspaper published by Manilal Ambalal Desai, President of the
East African Indian National Congress. It was founded in 1919 by Desai and
championed the cause of workers - both South Asians and Africans. Its
content included records of struggles against British imperialism from
around the world, including articles on the Sinn Fein, Gandhi, and Marcus
Garvey, among others.

“ Ibid, p. 34

7 Ibid, p.35
* Kimali (1977?), p.1
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Besides these international issues, the paper was directly involved in the
nationalist movement of the time. Desai publicised in the East African
Chronicle many grievances of the African people over land, labour, and wages.
He printed articles and pamphlets in Kiswahili for Harry Thuku® at a time
when no other publisher or printer was ready to do so. Desai’s newspaper
offices were raided by the police many times for such activities.

Desai also made available his office to Thuku and gave him clerical and
financial support. An outspoken critic of colonial rule, Desai turned the
offices of East African Chronicle into a meeting place of South Asian and
African political activists. His defence of humanity encouraged many young
men like Jomo Kenyatta of the Kikuyu Central Association (KAU) to do
likewise. Desai inspired and helped other Africans to publish their own
papers, including Harry Thuku who published Tangazo with Desai’s
support.

The stand taken by the East African Chronicle came under attack from a settler
contemporary, The Leader of British East Africa, as the settlers realised that
the unity of African and South Asian nationalist, progressive forces could do
much damage to their economic and political monopoly. The battleground
was not only the streets of Nairobi, where hundreds were massacred after the
arrest of Harry Thuku, but also the columns of local newspapers. Chanan
Singh explains why The Leader took up the struggle against the Fast African
Chronicle so seriously:

A European contemporary once declared: ‘Its [East African
Chronicle’s] native policy i1s a danger to this European settlement.’
Desai and his paper came under attack specially when Mr. Harry
Thuku was arrested and deported. The East African Chronicle was
criticised by The Leader for writing another article to justify the
Thuku movement. The Leader also stated: “T'he recent shooting
was the direct outcome of the Thuku movement, this movement
was encouraged by Mr. Desai and his friends, and by no other
“ Harry Thuku (1895-1970):

labour, female and child slavery, high taxation without even a little representation, low wages and the oppressive kipande” (Sicherman, 1990,
quoting Ngugi wa Thiong’o)... Arrested in 1922 and deported to a remote desert until 1931. “Broken by exile, Thuku became a moderate

Founded the East African Association in 1921. He “inspired the workers to organise to fight against forced

and then a loyalist, eventually opposing the Mau Mau. In latter life, he became a considerable landowner and farmer, much favoured by
the authorities,” (Sicherman, 1990, p. 180)
“ Singh, Chanan (1971), p.129-
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authority.*

The Leader of March 20, 1922 listed nine charges against Desai and his
supporters. The following three relate directly to the publishing field and to
the East African Chronicle:

(a) The East African Chronicle did the printing for Harry Thuku.

(b) Harry Thuku received a measure of financial support to the extent,
at least, of a credit at [FEast African Chronicle] Printing Press.

(c) The East African Chronicle of Saturday openly defends Thuku and
condemns the action of Government in its sharp measure to prevent
worse happening.

The East African Chronicle had to close in 1922 “owing to financial liabilities
resulting from its anti-Government political line.”"

Some other South Asian newspapers of this period were:

¢ Chronicle (1906): published by Goss.

¢ Coast Guardian (1920s) In Gujarati and English.

¢ Indian Voice (1915) Published and edited by M. A. Desai, it portrayed the
on-going struggle between South w Asian workers and the settlers

* Indian Voice of British East Africa, Uganda and Zanzibar (1911-1913) - in
Gujarati and English.

THE GHADAR MOVEMENT
CALL FOR A REVOLUTION
The word Ghadar means mutiny...it is aimed at
bringing about a revolution in India in order to secure
liberation from British Control. The headquarters of
the Ghadar Party were established in San Francisco and
the Party published their own paper known as the
Ghadar, and founded an institution known as the
Yugantar Ashram, the object of the institution being to

! Patel, Z. (1997), p.36
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instil patriotic feelings in young Indians and train them
for a rising in India.”
- Director of the Intelligence Bureau, Home Department, New Dellhi 1954

To organize the Hindustanis abroad and in India for
revolution was the chief aim of the Ghadar Party.
Ghadar, and other publications of the Yugantar Ashram
became tools for this organizing activity. Soon there
were Ghadar Party branches in China, Malaya, Siam,
Europe, the Philippines, Africa, Hongkong, Singapore,
Panama, Argentina, Brazil, Iran, Afghanistan, Japan,
Russia, amongst other locations. Wherever there were
Hindustanis, there were Ghadar Party branches. By
1916, it is estimated that one million copies of Ghadar
were published per week.*

The militant wing of the South Asian population was very active in this
period. They set a high standard of anti-imperialist struggle against which
all future struggles came to be measured. It was the legacy of these early
patriots that was continued by uncompromising fighters like Makhan Singh,
Pio Gama Pinto, and Ambu Patel in later years.

The South Asian activist tradition in East Africa was influenced by the
international Indian revolutionary movement. Besides the anti-imperialist
organisation in South Asia, there grew up a powerful international front with
its headquarters in the United States of America.

This international front came to be known as the Ghadar Party
(Revolutionary Party) which was active in over 22 countries, including Kenya
and East Africa generally. In order to understand the powerful revolutionary
effect that this movement had in Kenya, it is necessary to understand the
activities of the movement as a whole, especially as its publishing activities
contributed significantly to its success. It was this publishing aspect that
influenced the Kenyan publishing scene as well.

# Punjabilok: http://www.punjabilok.com/misc/freedom/history_of_the_ghadar_movement.htm. Accessed 2 May, 2004
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The Hindustan Ghadar Party was formed in 1913 in the USA by Lala
Hardayal who had given up his colonial government scholarship at Oxford
in 1907, saying that “no one who loved his country ought to compromise his
principles and barter his rectitude for any favours from the alien and
oppressive British rulers”. The object of the Party was to liberate India from
British rule through an armed struggle and to establish a national
government on the basis of equality and justice. Every member of the Party
was declared to be honour and duty bound to participate in the fight against
oppression carried out anywhere in the world. But the main aim was to crush
British imperialism in India.

The success of the Party in gaining a vast following throughout the world
was due to its support for the struggles of the people for liberation. This
policy was carried to all corners of the world by Ghadar Party publications,
the main one being Ghadar (Revolution) which was published weekly in Urdu
and Punjabi and irregularly in Hindi, and Pashtoo. It was initially cyclostyled
but after the establishment of the Ghadar Press, it began to be printed. The
Ghadar Press also published a large number of pamphlets, handbooks, and
revolutionary songbooks. Punjabilok gives further information:

Special issues of Ghadar were also printed in Nepali, Bengali,
Pashto, Gujarati, as well as many other languages. The British
government used every means to stop the circulation of Ghadar and
other publications of the Yugantar Ashram, mainly to stop it from
reaching India, but they were not successtul. The Ghadarites
always found ways and means of distributing their publications in
India in spite of proscription and efforts by the British to stop the
distribution of Ghadar.*

This publishing activity of Ghadar had a direct influence on Kenyan
progressive publishing in terms of its language and printing policies as well
as in content.

The first issue of Ghadar was dated November 1, 1913 and stated:

* Punjabilok http://www.punjabilok.com/misc/freedom/history_of_the_ghadar_movement.htm. Accessed 2 May, 2004
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The people can no longer bear the oppression and tyranny
practised under British rule and are ready to fight and die for
freedom..... The time will soon come when rifles and blood will take
the place of pens and ink.

The message of Ghadar had an extraordinary effect on people everywhere.
It circulated not only in USA and Canada but in all countries in the world
where Indians were residing and working. Ghadar was being sent in bundles
to all these countries. Josh reflects on the impact it had on people:

The paper brought a revolutionary transformation in the minds of
overseas South Asians. It transformed their lives. They became new
people. It cemented their unity to such an extent that they forgot
their old enmity and bickering and became close comrades, ready
to sacrifice their lives for one another. It fostered human dignity and
self respect among them and they began to walk with their heads
held erect - something whic