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An attempt is made in this paper to critically highlight some of the sociological issues concerning
Librarianship (LIS) as a professibn. Different theoretical formulations are discussed.
Importance of the studies of sociology of occupations and professions for librarians is
emphasized. Useful suggestions are offered towards achievement of fulfledged status of

Librarianship (LIS) as a profession. .
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1 INTRODUCTION

Presently we are in the age of information
characterised by technological advancements,
industrialisation and urbanisation leading to-
wards more employment opportunities, availa-
bility of goods and services to a large mass of
population across the globe. This, in turn has
resulted in the proliferation of jobs, crafts, trades
and occupations, apart from established profes-
sions like legal practices and medicine.

naturally they all feel that theirs is a full fledged
profession. They are also highly confident that
their occupation can stand the test of a profession.
They are also equally worried and apprehensive
about non-recognition of their services in society
to the extent required.

It is right time for librarianship to have a self
examination in the light of professional model.
Librarians need to know about processes of
emergence of a profession. Professions are
social facts, social/economic categories highly
valued for their services and commitment in
society. Sociologists are the scholars and re-
searchers who also study trades, jobs, crafts,
vocations, occupations and professions in their
right perspectives in society. To understand the
role of occupations and professions in society and
thereby to understand and comprehend libra-
rion’s arole and possition in society. It is
necessary to understand some of the sociological
concepts. This understanding, should unlock the
mystery of the people’s conception of the role,



