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Open accessis being talked about and implemented, aroundthe globe by everyonefrom
theU.N. to indvidud authors, editors, and publishers, and collaborative groups As of
Octobe 2004, requests for agovenment mandae for OA had goneforward notonly in
theU.S. andtheU.K., butaso Croaia The Scielo (Scientific Electronic Onling)
collectionsof Latin America are very subgantial, fully open access joumd collections In
thedeveloping world, OA is seen not only as the best meansto access the research results
of others, but as an oppatunity to contribute their own scholarly research findings

The purpos of thissessionisto present afew OA projects and perspectives on open
access from aroundthe world, from my viewpoint as an enthusastic advocate of open
access. For more information aboutOA, go to Peter Suba'® excellent OpenAccess
Overview, at http://www.earlham.edu/~peters/fosoverview.htm

There are many sessionson open access at this conference, and no doubtdeails aboutthe
definitions(Budapest, Berlin, Bethesda) will becovered. For the purposes of this
session, a ssmple definition of Open Accesswill beused: making scholarly joumd
article sfreely available to anyone anywhere over theworld wideweb. There aretwo
basic types of open access. The@oldOroad is OA publishing, tha is, joumas which are
published as fully open access in thefirst place. The QyreenOroad is OA sdlf-archiving,
where authors make a copy of thar article openly accessible, whether in an inditutiond
repostory, depatmental or persond webste.

People talk aboutthe OA movement as based on faith and vision, not down to earth. So
let@ start here - with vision. How isthisfor avision statement?

We...the peoples of the world...declare our common desire and commitment to build
a people centred, inclusive and development-oriented Information Society, where
everyone can create, access, utilize and share information and knowledge...

Beautiful, isn®it? This statement was developed by representatives of theworld@
govanments, at thefirst United NationsSummit with invited participation fromthe
corporate community. Tha is, the World Summit on the Information Socety (WSIS),
first phase, Geneva, Dec. 2003 Declaration of Principles Al http://www.itu.int/wsis/

For anyonewho cares aboutscholarly communicationsand/or libraries, the WSIS
doauments are well worth reading. For example, the Declaration of Prindples talks about
theimportance of sharing of research results. Being able to both access and contribute
information, ideas, and knowledgeis stressed, asis arich public domain with easily
accessible information. The Prindplestalk aboutingitutionssuch aslibraries beng
strengthened to promote the preservation of doaumentary records and free and equitable
accessto information. Librariansare portrayed as playing an active rolein promoting the
Information Sodety.



Open Accessis specificaly mentioned in bath the WSIS Prindples and Plan of Action.
Prindple A28 states Qe strive to promote universal access with equd oppotunities for
all to scientific knowledgeand the creation and disseminaion of scientific and technical
information, induding open access initiatives for scientific publishing®

TheWSIS Plan of Action suppots a nunber of approaches to facilitate access. OA or
affordable access (the HINARI/AGORA type approach), open access or open archives.
For example, GEhbbutbbe!ihitltives!tb!fabl |1 tate! bbbessl htl bl h!f ree!bhblaf fbttiabl !
bttessItblbpehlabtess!] buthbl slahtl! bbbk s!aht! bpeh!arthives!fot st ehtiflt!ll hf brméti bh!
(Plah!bfIAELIbNIC!IBILD!Y. ELBElEhtE!!!prbmbte!eletttbhit!publishihg!tiffetehtialptitihg!
bht!bpeh!bttess!lhitiatlves tb!makelstl ehtlflE!l hf brmétl bh!effbtHebl elaht! BEtesS blElT hial !
tbuhttiesibhlah!euitablelbas 8! (Plah!bf A EtIbh! CI7IPRIb)!

Themain gods of theWSIS areto use ICTS (Information and Communication
Technologies) to achieve the Millenium Declaration gods, such as eradication of extreme
poveaty and hunge, universal primary education, gende equdity, maternad health,
comba HIV/AIDs, malaria and other diseases, enaure environmental sugainability, and
delElbp!ylbbal | parthershi psif b HelEl bpmeht ! fol ithel sttal himeht!bf talmbte! pebbef Ul List!
aht!prbsperbusiivbtit.

There are somereal chdlenges here - broadband in every village, primary educationfor
everyonearoundtheworld. There are people working hard to figure outhow to achieve
these godd!

Open Accessis much easier to achieve than themain gods of the WSIS - we are already
doing mog of thework on avoluntary basis, and paying more than wha would be
needed for afully open access scholarly communicationssystem, in the author® opinion.
There aretrangtiond issues, of course, buttheresources are already there.

One of themod subdantial OA collectionsaroundtheworld is Scielo (Btlentifit!
Elettrbhlt!LIbtary!Onlihe) ! hitp! Iviviv!sElElbIbEY! Sciel o ind udes ovet!RDD!bpeh!bEtess!
jourhalslbhlihelfrom Brazil!Chilel!Cubglland Bpalh! Sciel o features an English!/!Spahish!
I'Pbrtuliesklsearch pbttl!  Subjetts covered indudd!!heblth!stlehtes!sbtl Bl lstlehtes!!
agricultute!!psythblbbyIpsythi gty ahl mal!stlehte! W etet haty ! et tlhelland ehblhektihg!

OutsidetheU.S. / U.K., govenment subsdy is acommon means of subsdizing academic
publishing. In places where profit is unlikely, thisis necessary, asthisis often the only
means of enauring tha academic work is published. Where thisisthecase, the difference
between OA and nonOA in econonic termsis simply tha OA codsless - thereisno
need to spend money to develop and suppot authentication mechanisms to prevent
people from accessing theinformation.

Scielo Cubalists 15 open access joumds, all medical titles. Lookingat thislist in
conjundionwith theNIH proposl intheU.S,, it lookslike we have two world leadersin
making thar medical information accessible, in different ways - Cubaandthe U.S.



Congdering thehistorical and political differences of thetwo counties Dit seems
unlikely tha this was planned! According to the Scielo Cubaweb site, Cubahas plansto
eventudly make al thar scholarly knowledgeopenly accessible

The Scielo collectionis subgantial Blibraries should be hdping usersto find and use this
resource. If atiny communist county like Cuba with a GDP of $32billion, can figure
out how to make ther scholarly knowedgefully open accessible, while our largest
commercial STM publishe's, for example Reed Elsevier with a gross revenueof $8.8
billion, seem to be having trouble with this - maybe these for-profit commercial,
capitalist publisher types need to goto communist Cuba..to learn howto runther
busnesses!

|

Biblihe!l htethatlbhalthttp!liviviviblbllhelbry!bt!, a nonpiofit initiative managed by
scientists and librarians assists publishers and authors in devel oping counties with
making thar joumds and articles openly accessible. Oneof thegods of Biolineisto
reduce the south to north knowledgegap, so tha scholarsin developing courtries have
the oppotunity to contibute to the world@ collective knowedge There are over 30
open access joumas hoded ontheBiolinewebste. Publishing onthiswebsteisnot
required, nar ismaking jouma openly accessible, athoughthisis encouraged.

Initiated in 1993,Bioline Internaiond® god isto assist publishersin developing
counties. Open access was not patt of BI@ original mandae, butrather acondusion
reached based on experience. Biolinelnternaiond is coordinaed by University of
Toronto Library (management office), the Reference Centre on Environmental
Information, Brazil (hog computer and software development), and BiolingUK (liaison).

Oneof thejoumds produced with Bioline Internationd @ assistance is the Journd of
Poggraduae Medicine (JPGM), oneof the oldest medical joumads from India,
continuousy published since 1911. JPGM ihttp://mwww.jpgnonlineconv illudrates the
high qudity and careful attention to detail of Bioline@work. Thesiteisvisudly
pleasing, and highly fundiond. The JPGM prominently displays alengthy list of leading
literature databases where the joumd isindexed, ranging from Index Medicusto CAB
Health, Cancerlit, and Toxline to name afew.

Indexingisareal concern to puldishers and authors outsidethe U.S. / U K. - even if you
give your articles away for free, if people are usngindexes tha don®indudeyour
joumds, your articles will notbefound.

The QyreenOapproach to open access, or authorsCself-archiving is very much in evidence
outsidetheU.S/U.K. aswell. Wedl look at three QyreenOprojects: the Biblihg!

[ htethatlbhal'etpHihtsiakEhive! and the Ihdiah!l htitute!bf!Belehte and CARL ! hititutibhal!
REpbHitbtles. To dae, !tbllettibhigrbivth has been Hbiv!but!stebtly. Theauthor®
predictionis that the Qyreen@pproach will show adramatic growth increase within the
foreseeable future.



Biblihe!Ihtethatibhbl provides a free e-prints archive for authors from devel oping
counties. There are over 1,640recordsin thedrthive!!http!//blblihelutst!Litblbhtb!Eal! A
search by dae in Octobea 2004illudrated the slow growth in use of the archive, from 148
articles published in 2001to 622 so far for 2004.

The E-Prints Archive of the prestigiousIndian Inditute of Science, containing over 1,000
items, can befoundat http://eprints.iisc.ernet.in/. Like Biolinelnternaiond, thereisa
gradud increase in the number of items submitted over theyears. Theearliest
publication date in this e-prints archive is 1975 Thisilludrates oneof the advantages of
the QyreenOapproach Dit provides ameansto open up access to previoudy-published
articles.

The Canadian Assodation of Research Libraries (CARL) members are committed to the
development of inditutiond repostories. Asaglance at the CARL Ingitutiond
Repostory site hitp://www.carl-abrc.calframes_index.htm in Octobea 2004illudrates,
this program isvery much in theearly developmental stages. At thistime, of the 27
university library members of CARL, only 7 had operationd ingitutiond repostories.
Many repostories are still in early planning stages. Simon Fraser University Library acts
as coordinaor of the CARL metadata havester. So far, SFUGS own Ingitutiond
Repostory, with only 17 items, is still in project stageDin the process of pefectingthe
software and policies.

Let@ ook at the SFU library D-Space Inditutiond Repostory Project,
httpiviviv! 1 blsf LlEalBbbuit!ptb) ettHIhstitutibhal! Fepbsltbty/ebbut!miss bhlht, to see
why the author predicts that the slow growth of IRswill bereplaced with very dramatic
growth in thevery near future. EventhoughSFU is notoneof thelarger repostories at
this time, it@ the onethe author is most familiar with.

|

According to the SFU Library web site, advantages of the SFU D-Space are:

¥ forltheluset!!ebsy ! Fembte! Bbtessithrbligh!wotldivitelveb!
¥ fotltheltbhttibutbt
o Hipltsl!attess!
0 lbhyltetmtptesetvatibh
o Varety'bfIfbrméts!
¥ fotlthelihstitutibh
0 abtessltblsEletted!tesehrthlbf itheluhiVerEty thrbughlbhellhterfatk!

In additionto peer-reviewed joumd articles by SFU faculty, the SFU Library IR will hod
other kindsof information, such as the pgoes fromthe Digital Games Research
Assodation Conference hitp://www.digra.org/ to be hdd in Vancouve Junel6 D20,
2005. at SFU next year. This conference could add upto 100paperstothelR. This
illugrates oneof thereasonswhy the author bdieves tha IRs will show dramatic growth
Dbecause the growth, in some cases, will come from the addition of entire collections
(whether conference proceedings departmental or individud author collectiong, not
awaysjud onearticle at atime.




The SFU Library Inditutiond Repostory iswhere you will find the author® own works.
Thisiswhere youwill find the powerpoint for this presentation - conveted to pdf, so as
to beaccessible to anyone Asan author, | appreciate having the IR, which bath looks
after my work (makes sure it isarchived) and makes it accessible (I can cite my own
work, and know that anyonewho sees the citation can click throughto thearticle). This
demondrates a secondreason why the author anticipaes rapid growth in thelRs in the
near future: once authors experience directly the bendfits of self-archiving, in terms of
both impact and convenience, they will likely bevery interested in ensuring their works
are addel to thelR.

An additiond advantageto theinditutiond repostory isthat it makes available to the
university community thework of its own faculty. 3 of thefirst 5titles (60%) are articles
published in joumds not purchased by SFU library: Collection Building, Library Hi
Tech News, and Letter of theLAA. These are notexpensve joumds - it@jus tha no
library can afford to sub<cribeto all thejoumads.!

A brief look at afew of the many recent and upaming conferences aroundtheworld
devoted to open access illudrates thethird reason why the author anticipates rapid growth
in thedevelopment of inditutiond repostories:

ShlbttetiFeceht!!Uptblhy DA lEbhf eHehtes!
¥  Pretbtialuly! RDDShEtp!IE ssbbl hitiEb! kblbishabE hhtll 1 PBUSET 80! BS!
¥  |htilsBEbtembEHRODIDbUEhe b PbstyabLELE!M et El el Gl HICHh!!
http!ivivivi]phmbhlihelebmIbt! ptitallsibsp!
¥  ChhbtblDELObEHRDDAtP!vivivIEBHIHEbHE BRI HBmES! Thtiek!html htitUtibhél!
Rebb tbH BS!IthEFUtUFESINDI! !
¥ KieV!IUKEE he! DEC!RODUhtp viviv! 1 H 1K1 BV LBl BN BhhERHDL! htELPBY!

Thisisjug asmall sample of the OA conferences hdd recently, or coming up, aroundthe
world. Watch for the OA self-archiving approach to grow dramatically in India, for
ingance, asthey have jug hdd ther conference, with lots of emphasis on e-printsand
author self-archiving.

The Publit!K hbivietge!Prbj ett!of the Uhiversity!bf!Bitish!Cblumbia!

http!Iviviv! pkp!ubt!EllThas created free, open source software for creating and managing
joumds (Open Joumd Systems) and conferences (Open Conference Systems). Like
Bioline, open accessis optiond Bbut encouraged.

Let@ ook at some projects & joumasthat usethe PKP software, and talk aboutthe
evolution of busness modds for onlinejoumds. Wedl see why OA jug makes sense!

African Joumds Online (AJOL) http://www.ajol.info/, a collection of over 200 African
joumds online, use Open Joumads System software. Abdracts are freely available onling
butnotfulltext - yet. The SaharaJoumd: Soda Aspects of HIV/AIDs isthefirst of
these joumads to become freely available online




A search for an article in TheNigerian Joumd of Health and Biomedical Sciences, like
mog of the AJOL joumds, yieldsafreely available abdract. Usersareinvited toclick a
link tha says (Request articleQ

Ordeingthearticle involves arequesting process. For some requestors, thereisacharge
involved.

Note tha anyonewho has internet access who can get to this point can access many
materials ontheinterne for free, aswell as Scielo joumds, JPGM, etc. Many will also
have access to significant subscription resources, whether they are connected with a
library tha can pay thesubscription fees, or access has been provided for free through
HINARI, AGORA, etc.

Articlesfrom The Nigerian Joumd of Health and Biomedical Sciences, are more difficult
to access than these other resources, even for the users who are entitled to free copies of
thearticles. Isit obviousyet why people are more likely to read and cite an article from
thisjoumd once it becomes freely available online?

WeQre looked at why NOT making our article OA can discourage use. Now |et@ look at
some reasonswhy giving away our knowedgebenefitsus We get more valuefrom
giving away our information than we ever possibly could get from cost-recovery.

If thearticle were open access, it would be more likely to beread and cited, by some
people the author would probably like to bereading and citing the article - other
researchers, or commercial entities like phamaceutical companies that jus mightwant to
invest in the author@ research.

Theknowledgewe give away jus mightresult in an epidemic beng discovered early and
contained in anothe county, and never affectingusat al. Similarly, wha our neghbour
learns aboutfood handling improves our own food safety, whenever we import our food.
Wha our neghbourng county learnsto protect or repar ther environment impacts our
own air, water, etc.

Dneinteresting example of an open access joumd that uses PKP software isthe AH&
Patiflt!Fbtumibh!BElenhtE! L aFhihglahtl!T ebthihg http!iviviviied!etiulhk!BpfHIt!! This
appears to be an ad hoccollaboration, involving Canadian software, aHongKong
publisher, and spon®ors from several different geographic regionsand of severa different
types, from govanment to nonpofit to commercia publishers. Thisisalso apatialy
bilingud joumd, with articles and abgracts in engish and/or Chinese. !

The United Nationssponsred aforum on open access from Sept.20 D Oct. 4, 2004,
entitled Open Access to Sdholarly Publications A Modd for Enhaned Knowledge
Management? A report onthisforum can befoundat Reflectionsonthe Debate
Prepared by: Helen Doyle and Andy Gass, The Public Library of Science
http://www.gpgne.net/pdfseighth_discussion pdf



Forum messages are available at
http://groupsundporg/read/?forum=gpgne-oa. Following are some comments based on
this discussion, which illudrate that open access is a worldwide phenomenon.

Elpblyméets hitp!Iiviviv!etpblymetsibtyl, an open access joumd from Poland, is seen as
thelbhsivettblthe! patbtibkl tbl 'Sltustl bh!thet!stlehtl st hluhlVer S tlesltahhbt! (bt hardly !
tah)eff oFtiltb!sLbsEH beltb!)bubhal slivhi Ehit et thel seimeltimE!H they I sttbhgly 'suppbtt! by !
submissbh bfhightguslity!pbpetslrefefebl hy!ett! ! tslerebt bhllslah! bEt!bf Lsel fLHEf ehte! !
thelstientificlebmmunhity! e-polymers appears to be experimenting with OA funding
modds. Thear webdte indudes advertising, mentionsa membership modd, and states
tha it isfreeto librariesworldwide onrequest (while al articles are readily accessible
fromtheweb)... Thetotal cog of publicationis caculated at aboutthe price of about10
subgriptionsto aleading joumd in thisfield.
bpghet!http!/IgFbups!uhtp!bky! Hebt! mekshles? ti=07 606407 695!

H.G. Rudnque of Bogot, Columbia, editsthe OA joumd GeoTropico
hitp!vivivibebttbpleblbty!! Rudnquestates: OhlL dtlh!AmetiEalATHERIBhH!BEGE!paHS!
bf /A BlBht! Otebhl bl hettessbility'tolsthbl Bt ! publiebtibhslislthelcbimmbhlfatt! Opeh!
betesslislthelalterhatlveltbstay ! updated! hithel hiFd'Wotl bl iashivel | Bsithe! ekt EDELL !
butlet!fbpublitatibh!D Ihpghkt! hitp!IhFblps! lhbip!bt bl bl mEsshhesPl HE=D8BI1L0HOBBID!
H!F!!'Rutlhbue has!beeh!publishlhg!GEb Tbpltb lah!bpeh!attess!jbuthal!us hy!petsbhal !
fuhdsl While thisis notrecommended as a susainable modd for open access publishing,
it does show jug how important open accessis for some.

For ageman dodor working in thefield of Leukemiaresearch in thefield in Chernobyl
and Siberia, Gatbess!L b tathit ithel | bk b labbess!tb! bt teht! Heskbt th! FesLIl tsl s Bl vy Bl al
trutialfaetbrQ Rolf Neth welcomes ever inareasing open access to scientific results as a
human rightsto informationissue, andis convinced tha notonly is open access the best
possible modd for philosophical reasons buttheonly sugainable economic modd at
some point in thefuture for scholarly communication. gpghét
http!Igtbupsiuhtip!brtltebtlmessahesP H=0868U#0B6BY! The bdiefs of Rolf Neth and
colleagues |led to the development of the Wilsede Portal for free science information
trander

http://www.internet-portal -wil sede.conv/

Hereisaview from Croaia, where, liketheU.S. andtheU.K., apropacsal for
govenment mandaed OA had goneforward: GFor ingtance, in Crodia, majority of
scientific joumdsis subsdised by the govenment. They are mogly non-profit journds
whos publishers are learned sodeties. A number of them cannoteven afford an online
edition. If thegovanment has offered a tod for easy online publishing (preferably with
OAI compliance), asking for OA to onlineeditionin return, such an arrangement would
probably be beneficia and acceptableto al.OTibar Toth & IvaMelinscak Zlodi, gpgne
http://groupsundporg/read/messages?d=98579#8579

In summary, there are many open access initatives of both the @oldOor open access
publishing and QyreenOor self-archiving varieties, springing up aroundthe world.



OutsidetheU.S. / U.K., profits are unlikely for journd publishers, and a subsdy-based
funding modd is common. With a subsdy modd, the difference between open access
and subgriptionis tha open access cods less (no subscription tracking, authentication
and assodated suppot). TheScielo collectionsoffer subgantial content. Bioline
Internationd and the Public KnowedgeProject provide suppot and technology to assist
third world publishers. The QyreenQor self-archiving approach is beng pursued around
theworld, from Indato the Ukraineto Canada Theauthor predicts tha the present ow
but steady growth in ingitutiond repostories will bereplaced in thenear future by
dramatic growth.

Desltelfbt! DA Thas been ekpressed!by many individuds and groupsaroundthe world,
ranging from official govenment representatives alongwith repsfromthe corporate
community at theWorld Summit on theInformation Sodety to individud authors, editors
and publishers aroundthe globe

Asafind though: Looking back fromthefuture, wha will historians see as thetruly
new events of ourtimes? Terrorism? Thereis nothing new aboutpeople trying to contol
each other throughfear and terror - it a recurrent theme throughouthuman history.

From my viewpoint, wha istruly new and exciting aboutourtimesisthekind of globd
coopeation we have seen with the mapping of the human genome. Thisilludratesthe
potential when we work together to solve common problems and advance al our
knowledgetogeher...thisisthepotential of Open Access.



